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PUBLISHER's PR E FA CE. 
FTRHE Geography of Fhrida being but imperfectly known to the 


generality of this nation, and, as it is now in our poſſeſſion, 
a more perfect knowledge thereof would be of the greateſt ſervice to 
ſuch ſhipping as may be ſent to that part; the Publiſher preſumes 
to offer to the public the following account of it. He has been en- 
couraged thereto by many of his friends, who have been pleaſed 
to favour him with ſeveral helps for that purpoſe. For this reaſon, 
he imagines that the reader will find this geographical deſcription of 
that extenſive ſea-coaſt, determined to a much nearer degree of accu- 
racy than any yet extant, as he Has collected and digeſted it, witli 
great care and labour, from a conſiderable number of original Spa. 
auſb and French charts, found on board ſeveral different veſſels (which 
were made prizes) belonging to thoſe nations, and which were com- 
municated to him by the gentlemen in whoſe poſſeſſion they were, 
He was, alſo aſſiſted by ſeveral curious remarks, made by gen- 
tlemen who navigated in that part of the world. He has been 
more particularly induced to publiſh it now, ſince whatſoever can 
aſſiſt the navigation of that coaſt muſt be of the greateſt utility at 
this juncture, when the ſettling of that country is under the conſi- 
deration of the government, and many veſſels fitting out for that 
part. If he has in any part ſucceeded, he ſhall eſteem himſelf 
happy, and his labour well employed; but, if otherwiſe, he hopes, 
this performance may incite ſome other perſon, who may have bet- 
ter helps and greater abilities, to rectify the errors, and render ſuch 
a deſirable piece of ſervice, more perfect, to his country. He 
moreover flatters himſelf that this work, though it may, in ſome 
particulars, be defective, yet will be of the greateft uſe, till more 
accurate ſurveys can be made; and, in the mean time, in ſome mea- 
ſure, aſſiſt thoſe gentlemen, who may be employed by the govern- 
ment for that purpoſe. Upon the whole, he humbly ſubmits this 
work to the public, hopipgathey will accept it with their uſual can: 
dour, and pardon the deffciencieb; as it was undertaken for theif 
ſcrvice, by | 3 | | | 
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AUTHOR's PREFACE. | 


LLo RI p A being an acquiſition likely to become of much fu- 
ture uſe and conſideration to us, as Britons, it was thought a 
proper ſubject of preſent animadverſion. The reader is deſired pre- 
viouſly to take notice, that we confine. the name of Florida to the 
tract of country lately ceded to us by the Spaniards, this appella- 
tion formerly including a much greater portion of coaſt and con- 
tinent, and many regions which are now called by other various. 
titles: But we ſhall limit our obſervations as nearly as may be com- 
atible to the above diſtinction ; and, if we are ſometimes carried 


farther, it muſt be attributed to the neceſſity, that a ſcene of action 


extended into the neighbouring provinces of Georgia, Carolina, Lou- 
hang, &c. parts of the ancient Florida, hath laid us under of doing 
ſo. The reaſon we, chuſe to avoid touching upon theſe laſt men- 
tioned tracts but as little as poſſible, is, that they are ſufficiently 
known already; or, at leaſt, enough to raiſe every improvement 
and advantage that reſolution and. induſtry can invent: Whereas 
the parts we are now about to endeavour at giving a deſcription of, 
have been hitherto but little known or conſidered; and, indeed, 


have only been very lately made of conſequence to us, by being 
become our own. It might be looked upon as impertinent, per- 


haps, to dwell upon fo trite a ſubject, as the mutual benefit accru- 
ing both to the mother-country, and our American colonies, from 
the multifarious commerce carried on between them, a topic ſo well 
known, and ſo often treated of: But it may not be amiſs to con- 
ſider the particular benefits and conveniencies which. may accrue 
from this new increaſe of territory, and what purpoſes it will ſerve, 
which cannot be effected by our more northern colonies, which now: 
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form one continued train along the whole eaſtern- ſide of North 
America, bh re ee, as lar as: Sev Cape of be * 
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Or this pedo extent of land we - ſhall find but a mal. part 
9 peopled, excepting the countries bordering upon the ſea; 
and, indeed, it muſt be acknowledged, that the Engliſb have always 
neglected the moſt obvious method of putting them in a different 
eönditon. They have, indeed, employed themſelves in driving 
away the ancient inhabitants, and ſeizing upon their native ſoil, hut 
have never taken ary other method of increating the number of ci- 
vilized inhabitants, unleſs it be that of encouraging multitudes of 
Britiſh, and ſome few other Exropean' people, to ſettle in theſe 
colonies ;- which, however, tends to impoveriſh our own country of 
its inhabitants, and can, at beſt, but ſlowly furniſh a ſuitable in- 
ereaſe of people, and theſe too, for ages, expoſed to the depreda- 
tions and incurſions of the ne and, in fact, U former 
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Fon, in e of all that the dee or vicious may pretend; | 


15 wheroves a tolerably juſt apprehenſion of the Divinity hath prevail- 


ed, the more noble and generous have been the exertions of the 
Furman foul ; finer, and more exalted impreſſions, have been called 
forth into action, in proportion as the mind hath been imbued with 


true and vigorous notions of a divine agent; and, on the contrary, 


whether we view the unenlightened Savage, who roams over the 
deſerts of America, the native of inbred cruelty and malice, or look: 
upon the European kingdoms, moſtly darkened with a more poliſh- 
ed perverſion and ſuperſtition, we ſhalt find that this departure from 
truth, and their depravity of opinion in matters of religion, debaſes 
and enſlaves mankind, bringing them under ſubjection to the worſt 
of the n ſuch as 1 _—— and deſolation movers. nabey ths 


World. 


Naruxx and experience vor ont out 3 e to wel the 
Savage inhabitants of our new acquiſitions, by ſwift degrees; our firm 
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vi Tur AUT H ORS PR RFACE. 
Was ſuch an expedient to take place, inforeed by proper rewards and 


bounties, to every European or American ſubject of Britain, who 
ſhould marry an Indian woman, there would ſoon, from the cer- 


tain tendency of this circumſtance, reſult the happy conſequences of 


uniting the Indians into one people with ourſelves, and pave a way 


for the reception of our pure religion among them, by the gentle 
method of familiarity, and frequent intercourſe. We need not 
take much pains to prove the certainty of this argument, ſince the 
tye of marriage is the band of nations, which, continually renew- 
ing connexion among people regulated by the ſame laws and cuſtoms, 
makes all, more or leſs, in ſome manner, kindred to each other, 
and perpetuates and ſpreads this relation through every ſeparate 


ſtate; which, were men, on the contrary, only to match with their 


own neareſt of kin, would be ſplit and divided into as many ſepa- 

rate communities as families, and ſo, moſt probably, the mutual 
love and charity, ſubſiſting, in ſome degree, in the breaſt of every 
individual of the ſame country for each other, would be almoſt en- 


tirely loſt, or confined to much narrower limits than at preſent. 
What confuſion and miſery might; be introduced into the world by 
ſuch an alteration as this, may be gueſſed at from the horrible wars 


and de vaſtations that happen every day between different nations, 


which would be healed before breaking out into acts of violence, 
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whoſe countries they have conquered and planted. 
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AnD it is certainly much to the intereſt of Britain, that Horida 
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elctumſt ande. Whoever will. caſe. th arinexed map with. atten 
dip, Will find that Florida is not deflitute of fine harbouts; that 
the peninſula is interſected with arms of the fea, that form, as it 
were, ſo many canals, dividing the land into a great number of 
lands, between which a way communicates through the peninſula, 
from the Grdf: of: Florida: to the ſtrhits of 1Babama, egal of being 
vavigated by large veffels. This paſſage will greatly facilitate our 
nauigation to the — gulf, eitlier for the ſafety of trade, or to 
annoy an enemy in thoſe parts, either French or Spamard, at the 
ſame time that it may be kept ſhut againſt all foreign intruſion; 
| the ſame.channe};oby. a proper force conveniently ſtationed 
in it. How deſirable ſuch a Goring of time and way mult be, 
the: reader. may be convioced, by conſidering what a ſtrong current 
ſets to the northward, through the ſtraits above-mentioned, which 
renders the circuit about this cape very tedious, as well as dange- 
Tous, in many circumſtances ; and that, by making a ſuitable uſe of 


this convenie ice, we "_ enn turn all theſe mne : 
vpn ee «dh aide 161 8 6.0 IT 94418 


Wx are ſenſible that the poſſeſſion pf the Z Havane would be always 
able to obſtruct the return of the rich Spaniſh fleets home to Europe, 
| with treaſure from Peru and Mexico, which, without doubt, was 
one* concurring reaſon for the late conqueſt of Cuba: But, as it has 
been again given up by the late treaty, it remains to. be conſidered, 
whether the eoaſt of Florida may not be made, in a great meaſure, 
as diſtreſsful to them, on ſuch, -oceafions, as that of Cuba? With 
regard to the meer direction of the land, it ſhould ſeem not to be 
lefs ſuited to this purpoſe,” becauſe theſe Spaniſh ſhips are obliged to. 
fetch a compaſs as cloſe under it as they can, in order to get a wind 
large enough to carry them ſufficiently eaſtward to fall down upon 


Cuba, where there is a general janction made of their feveral fleets 


bound to Europe, after which they fail together through the ſtraits: 
of Bahama. On the caſtern'fide of Frida, which, with. the range 
of the Bahame-Tflanis; forms theſe." ſtraits, we, as yet, know of 
no harbours of any value, nor at all ſuited to receive ſhips of force; 
and, therefore, it ſeems by no means calculated for the uſe of inter- 
cepting the Spaniſh - treaſures; but, on. the Weſtern. ſhore of this. 
7 peninſula, 
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ninſula, lies the fine harbbur of Sprritu del Santo, capable of hold- 
ing, it is ſaid, all the navies of Europe, and, to the north-weſt of 


this, on the continent, the harbour of Penſatola!is ſituated very ſafe 
and capacious alſo; both theſe, when properly oocupied and forti- 
fied, will prove annoyances ſo vexatious to the Spaniſh ſettlements 


about the M:/3/ppr, that it will be impoſſible for them to tranſport 


the treaſures and products of their American dominions into Europe, 
in any tolerable quantity. And] was the whole chain of Briliſb 
provinces, from Newfoundland to the Cape of ' Florida, tolerably 
opled, Britain would, at all times, with the aſſiſtance of its navy, 


be able to check and control the power of the French and Spaniards 
in the American world, and ſpeedily to reftore tranquillity to its oom 


| fubjeas in every part of the ip l ue if 1 en be e the 
limb of courſe muſt fail. Ae 06 
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F I. MY 
E country called by the Spaniards FLORIDA, and which 
they have ceded, by the late treaty, to Great Britain, ex- 
; - tends by their accounts, according to the moſt accurate 
_ .. . obſervations, from about 25 deg. 6 min. to 39 deg. 38 
min. North latitude, and its moſt Eaſtern coaſt lies in about 8 1 deg. 
30 min. Weſt longitude. from London: its whole length being 
nearly 1000 Engliſh miles, but the breadth very variable. They 
extend it on the North to the Apalachian mountains, where it is 
very narrow, and make the River Allamaba the boundary between 
it and Georgia, by which they take in the whole country of the 
Lower Creek Indians. On the North-weſt, they ſeparate it from 
Louiſiana by the Rio Perdido, To the Eaſt it hath Georgia, the 
Atlantic Ocean, and the channel of Bahama, or Gulf of Floridg:: 


To the South, the Gulf of Mexico. Though the Spaniards gave 
: B ee this 
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the name of Fbrida to a much greater extent of country than that 
which we confine it to, calling all the coaſt Tying North of the 
gulf of Mexico by that appellation ; yet the Engliſh were the firſt 
diſcoverers of this continent; for Henry VII. King of England, 
having determined to find out the North-weſt paſſage to Cathay 
and India, took into his ſervice Sebaſtian Cabote, n very able mari- 
ner, and fitted out two caravals for him in 1496; the account of 
which we ſhall give in Cabote's own words. | 


& Bur after certain days, I found that the land run towards the 
&« North, which was to me a great diſpleaſure, Nevertheleſs, 
“e ſailing along by the coaſt, to ſee if I could find any gulf that 
<« turned, I found the land ſtill continent to the 56th degree under 
e our pole: and ſeeing that there the. coaſt turned toward the 
Eaſt, deſpairing to find the paſſage, I turned back again, and 
& failed down by the coaſt of that land toward the equinoctial, 
. © (ever with an intent to find the ſaid paſſage to India) and came 
te to that part of this firm land which is now called Florida, where 
et my victuals failing, I departed from thence, and returned into 
% England.” { | | I > 


E1GHTEEN years after this diſcovery of the continent by Se 
tian Cabote, Fobhn Ponce of Leon being diſcharged from his govern- 
ment of Boriouena, now called Porto Rico, in which he had ac- 
-quired great riches, fitted out tWo carravals, in order to diſcover the 
illands of Boiuca, in which, the Iadiun affirmed, was a ſpring, 
the virtue of whoſe waters was to reſtore youth: Having wandered: 
in vain for fix months, he came by accident to the Biminis, and 
diſcovered the land of Florida, in 1512, on Eaſter-day; which the 
"Spaniards call the Flourifhing day of Paſcha, and from thence gave 
it the name of Florida, SE eo WHO. 


A cotyirsy ſo extenſive in latitude muſt be ſuppoſed to vary 
ſomewhat in point of air and climate, but it may, upon the whole, 
be called very warm, though the great heats in the Southern parts 
are much allayed by the cool breezes from the ſea; and ſuch as. 
are more inland, towards the North, feel a little of the roughneſs 
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of the North-weſt wind, which, more or leſs, with its chilling 
breath, prevails over the whole continent of Northern» America, 
and is. obſerved to bring with it, and fpread, the inclemency of 
froſt and ſnow many degrees more to the Southward in thoſe re- 
gions, than the North-eaſt wind doth in ours; which, though the 
coldeſt we feel, yet is of ſhorter duration, as the weſterly winds 
generally prevail here. Severe cold is commonly known in the 
Winter months on the American continent, ſo low as 34 or 35 
degrees of North latitude, which is rather more Southern than the 
Straits of Gibraltar in Europe, and vaſt ſhoals of ice are ſeen float- 
ing, and the ſea frequently frozen to a ſmall diſtance from the 
ſhore, in the latitude of 44 or 45 North, which are the ſame pa- 
rallels under which the Southern parts of France lie. This differ» 


ence in temperature may, perhaps, in a great meaſure, be account- 


ed for by conſidering the amazing extent of uncultivated land, co- 
vered with foreſts, and intermixed with vaſt lakes and marſhes of 
ſtagnated freſh water, over which the North-weſt wind blowing, 
meets with no accidental cauſe to mollify its rigour; whereas the 
. ſmaller continent of Europe is broken, and interſperſed with many 
large ſeas and gulfs of ſalt water, which having a communication 
with the warmer parts of the main ocean, do, by the motion and 
fermentation of their ſaline particles, greatly mellow and ſoften the 
circumambient air impregnated therewith. But, to return: not- 
_ withſtanding the climate of Florida is, as we have ſaid, very 
warm, it is not for that reaſon leſs pure and wholeſome; the beſt 
teſtimony of which that can be given is the fize, firmneſs, ſtrength 
of conſtitution, and longevity of the Floridan Indians: in all theſe 
particulars they far exceed the Mexicans. | . 


THe ſoil of Florida is remarkably rich and fruitful, frequently 
producing two or three crops of Indian corn in the year, and might, 
with proper cultivation, be made to bear every ſort of grain, &c: 
It abounds with all kinds of timber, particularly pines, cedar, 
palms, laure], - cypreſs, and cheſnut trees; but, above all, ſaſſefras is 
found in the greateſt plenty ; excellent limes, and plums alſo grow 
here in great abundance, with many other: fruits of a delicious fla- 
vour; vines likewiſe of various ſorts are the natural product of the 
1 B 2 country, 
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country, and the land is thought to be as proper for the hh 
tion of the grape, as thoſe of Europe are found in general to be. 
Cotton alſo grows wild here in great abundance; hemp and flax 
are likewiſe very common. The many rivers with which Florida 1 is 
watered render it fertile. The ſea-coaſt is very flat, ſandy, and full 
of ſhoals : On this level ſhore there are prodigious-numbers of oyſ- 
ters adhering to the man en,: with and the Sonthend coalt - 


is covered. 


ANIMAL food is plenty here, and very good i in its » kind; particu- 
larly beef, mutton, and veal. The country alſo feeds great num- 
bers of ſwine, the fleſh of which is very good, there being no want 
of acorns, cheſnuts, and ſuch nouriſhment as is proper for theſe 
creatures. Their cattle have a kind of long black hair upon them, 
ſo fine that, with a little mixture, it is thought by ſome capable 


of being manufactured into hats, cloathing, &c. Horſes are alſo 


bred here very good both for the ſaddle and draught, and ſo cheap, 
that one of them nay be e Tor 89 00 nn that is Os 


from Europe. 


Tux wild e found in this Sonn are the panther, bear, 
catamountain, ſtag, goat, hare, rabbet, beaver, otter, fox, racoon, 
and ſquirrel. The rivers abound with ſnakes,” and alligators. , Birds 
are here in great plenty, ſuch as partridges, jays, pigeons, turtle- 
doves, thruſhes, crows, hawks, herons, cranes, geeſe, ducks, and 
an infinite number of others, ſome of e Hays: their plumage | 


moſt elegantly. variegated. 


AMONG its more precious Sons Ps > ie may be reckoned, 
of which there is both the wild and the cultivated, but the latter is 
by far the more valuable. The Indigo plant alſo groweth plenti- 
fully in many of the Southern parts of this province. Ambergris 
too is frequently to be met with on the coaſt, from Porta de Janche, 
the moſt Wabern cape of Florida, as 0 as to > Mexico. a 


Far native Indians of Florida are 9 5 an 151 complexion, 


their bodies are robuſt, and Oy Proportionen both ſexes go na- 
| "ons 


1 „ ˙ 3} 5 
ked, excepting that they faſten a piece of deer-ſkin about their 
middle. They ſtain their ſkin with the juice of plants. Their 
hair is black and long, and they, have a method of twiſting and 
twirling it about their heads, ſo as to make it look very graceful 
and becoming. The weapons which they make uſe of are bows 
and arrows, and thoſe, they manage with great dexterity.; the 
; ſtrings of their bows are made of the ſine ws of ſtags, and they arm 
the ends of their arrows with the teeth of fiſhes, or with ſtones 
ſharpened. The women are very handſome and well- ſhaped, and 
withal ſo active, that they will ſwim acroſs broad rivers with their 
children on their backs, or climb, with ſurpriſing ſwiftneſs, to 
the tops of the higheſt trees. 5 | | 


I point of religion, they are bigotted idolators, worſhiping the 
ſun and moon, and bearing an extreme averſion to all Chriſtians ; 
which indeed is not to be wondered at, ſince the horrid cruelties 
exerciſed by the Spaniards upon the natives of the adjacent iſland 
of Cuba, and other places, even to extirpation, could not fail to ex- 
cite the utmoſt abhorrence and dread of them in thoſe Savages, in- 
ſtead of recommending to them the purity of Chriſtianity.. 


Tun Spaniards, according to their uſual cuſtom, charge theſe 
people with many vices, in order to caſt as fair a colour as they can 
cover their inhumane behaviour to the Indians, both of this and 
other regions, whom they firſt butchered, and then repreſented as 
ſavage barbarians, in order to palliate the crime, and in ſome degree 
apologize for ſuch proceedings, as they. knew muſt appear ſhocking 
in the eyes of the more civilized nations of Europe. In the pre- 


ſent caſe, it muſt. nevertheleſs be allowed, that, from the accounts 


of all who have had any dealings with them, they are noted for a. 
bold, ſubtile, and deceitful people. | 


Tux government of the Floridans is in the hands of many petty: 
kings, or chiefs, who are called Caſignes: They axe generally 
at variance, and carrying on war againſt each other. But war' 
is not waged among them in an open manner; on the contrary, 
they generally make uſe of ſurprize, or ſtratagem, exerciſing a : 
33 5 f Kuen 
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cruelty upon ſuch as they take priſoners, ſlaying the males, and 
ſcalping them. They nevertheleſs ſpare the weaker ſex and the 
children, whom they carry off with them, and carefully educate. 
When they have obtained a victory, they, at their return home, 
call together all their friends, and feaſt three days and nights, 
ſpending the time in ſinging and dancing. In their warlike expe- 
ditions, they carry with them corn, honey, and maize, ſometimes fiſh 
dried in the ſun. But when theſe fail, they will feed upon even 
the fouleſt things. | „„ ; 


Tux chief marches at their head as they are ranged for battle, 
carrying a club in one hand, and a bow and arrows in the other, 
his quiver hanging at his back; the reſt follow tumultuouſly with 
the ſame arms. They make their attacks with horrible bellowings 
and clamours, not unlike the war-hoop'ef the Hadians of the Six 
Nations. Rd 895 e ee [OP 


Tux attempt nothing raſhly, previouſly holding a public con- 
ſultation; they aſſemble day by day at the hutt of their chief, who 
is honoured with a higher ſeat than the reſt; Theſe they enter 
in order, according to ſeniority, and, with their hands thrown above 
their heads, they each ſing their Ha, be, ya, while the reſt jointly 
accord with Ha, ha; after which they all take their ſeats. If the 
matter of debate be of great moment, then their prieſts, conjurers, 
or phyſicians, (for they have a ſet among them that ſerve in this 
threefold capacity) and all that are eminent on account of their 
age, are called in, and their opinions are particularly aſked. Then 
the caſſique carries round a kind of liquor, like our tea, made by 
the infuſion of the leaves of a certain tree in water, which is 
much valued, not only by them but by the Spaniards alſo, for its 
diuretic quality. The chief drinketh firſt, after which they pour 
out for the reſt according to rank. . 


Tux have a fort of council, conſiſting of twelve or fourteen 
choſen members, ſuch as have remarkably diſtinguiſhed themſelves 

by their bravery in war, whom they call Beloved, and who have 
X 5 FS | 


conſiderable 


' OF FLORIDA: . 


; i 
econſiderable influence, upon that account, over their reſpective 


Tur In economy, with regard to the management and diſtribu- 
tion of their corn, which is accounted the common ſtock of the 


| public, deſerves notice. The crop, which is calculated to ſerve 


only for half of the year, is collected into granaries appointed for 
the purpoſe, and afterwards regularly delivered out to every family 
in proportion to its number; not that the ſoil is incapable of afford- 
mg much beyond what they have occafion for, but they chuſe to 
ſow no more than will ſerve them for that term, retiring for the 
remainder of the year into the deep recefles of the foreſts, where 
they build hutts of palm leaves, and live upon roots, fiſh, and 
wild fowl. They are alſo very fond of the fleſh of alligators, the 
young of which are delicious, but have a ftrong muſky,' ſmell: 
heir meat is dreſſed in the ſmoak, upon a broiler made of ſticks, 
and their common drink is water. „ 


Tu common and private people among them are ſatisfied: 
with one wife, but the chiefs and petty kings are indulged with 
more, though the children only of one of them ſucceed to the 
father's dignity, which they ſeem to make hereditary. The burial. 
of a deceaſed king is celebrated among them with great ſolemaity :. 
They place upon his tomb the bowl out of which he was accuſtomed 
to drink, and ſtick innumerable arrows in the earth around him, 
bewailing his death for three days with faſting and loud lamenta- 
tion: the generality of them alſo cut off their hair, as a ſingular 
teſtimony of their ſorrow. Then their chieftains ſet fire to, and 
cConſume to aſhes all the arms and houſhold furniture, together with 
the hut that belonged to the deceaſed; after which ſome old wo- 
men are deputed, who every day, during the ſpace of half the 
year, in the morning, noon, and evening, bewail him with dread- 
ful howling, a cuſtom that hath been practiſed formerly among; 
ſome of the more civilized nations, particularly the Jets and Ro- 
mans, who frequently hired women to mourn and weep at the fu- 
nerals of their friends and relations. The Fhridans agree alſo with. 
the Jews in the cuſtom. of their commerce with women, &c.. 
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Tux v have their prieſts reſiding among them, whom they call 
aviinas; and wok regard is paid to them, for they act, as was 
before obſerved, in three capacities, as prieſts, conjurers, and phy- 
ficians. They are cloathed in long robes, made of the -ſkins of 
beaſts, carry always a grave deportment, ſpeak little, live abſtemi: 
ouſly, and take every ſuitable precaution to preſerve the influence 2008 
they have gained over the minds of their countrymen. As prieſts, _ 55 
they pray, and ſacrifice to the ſun and moon, which ſeem to be = 
the deities they worſhip. As magicians, they pretend to foretell 
the ſucceſs of all expeditions, &c. And, as phyficians, they bleed, 
bathe, vomit, and ſweat the ſick, till they either kill or cure them; 
in either caſe expecting a reward, - '- = | t 


A geographical Account of the Rivero, Bays, and Nandi, on the 
| Coaſt of Florida. n 


E ſhall begin from the North-weſtern boundary to take notice 
of whatever we can find remarkable in this country, ſo travel 
down Southward to the Cape of Florida, and up again by the Eaſt- 
ern ſhore, till we come to that part of the 48 which confines 
upon Georgia; after this we ſhall proceed to give a detail of the 
ſeveral expeditions, made by European nations at various times, in 
queſt of diſcoveries through this tract of land. 8 eq 


Tur Weſtern limits of Florida are deſcribed by D' Aruilb, in 
a South line from the Apalachian mountains, to the head of Rio 
Peradide. „ = 


Rio Perp1Do (ſo named becauſe a Spaniſh ſhip was caſt away in 
it, and all the men loſt) is the moſt Weſtern boundary on the coaſt of 
Florida, towards Louiſiana. Fhis river running a courſe of 70 miles 
nearly South-weſt, and ſometimes almoſt due South, forms a lagune 
at the mouth, and enters the gulf of Mexico about four leagues 
S. W. and by W. from Penſacola. OT. a” 
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PNs Acol A is ſituated in zo degrees 25 minutes North latitude. 
On the Weſt- ſide of the entrance, within the harbour, formerly 
ſtood the town, conſiſting of about forty palmetto houſes, defended 
by a ſmall ſtockaded fort of about 12 or 14 guns, but of very little 
uſe, the inhabitants AS. 0 of ate e dee 


e een e e HEN PTL PR Lint. 


Tuis place was firſt, difaovered 55 Ponpbil 4 „ wh 
landed there in his unſucceſsful expedition to Florida, ſome time 
after Diego de Maldonado, one of Ferdinand de Soto's captains, touch- 


eld here, and named it Port d Anchufi. In 15 55, Don Triftan dle 


Tuna called it the bay of Santa Maria; in 1693, Don Andre de'Pes 


BEL | added to this name that of de Gala, which was the name of the 
viceroy of Mexico at that time. The Spaniards never call it other- 


wiſe than the bay Santa Maria de Galva; for the name of Penſa- 
cola (which was that of the Indian tribe inhabiting round this bay, 
but who were deſtroyed) was given by the Spantards to the Yo 
province, which they make very extenſive. 1 Ty EP 


In 1696, Don 1 it 4 e ock leon ol it, 1 Jolie a 
ſquare fort with baſtions, which he named re St. e with a 


church and ſome houſes. 


Tux Read of Dae is one of whe beſt in ab the Gul >ulf 7 
| Moxie, | in which veſſels can lie in ſafety againſt every kind of wind. 
The bottom, which is ſandy, mixed in many places with oaſe, is 
excellent for anchorage : the ſea is never agitated here, becauſe the 
land ſurrounds it on every fide ; it is capable of containing a great 
number of ſhips, as may be judged from its extent, and by the 
ſoundings which the figures in the plan exhibit in an A e gin 
more exact than if meaſured by fathorns, */ ff | Pa 


Tur ries are en here as well as upon all the reſt of this 
coaſt. All that hath been remarked is, that in the ſpace of twenty- 
four hours, the tide ebbs out of the harbour from eighteen to 
nineteen hours, and is from five to fix hours flowing back again ; 
and the greateſt difference that mw been found between high and 

| low 


io A GEOGRAPHICAL ACCOUNT 
low water is about three feet, on certain days leſs; at other times 
without increaſe or diminution, although the currents are changing 


daily, but with no regularity. The winds in all PERRY n 
in ſome meaſure the cauſe of this variety. 


TRE depth of water over the bar, at the entrance of the road, 
in the middle of the channel, is never leſs than twenty-one feet. A | 
ſhip that is going in, before ſhe comes upon this bar muſt bring 
the fort of Penſacola to bear between N. and * N. N. E. and hold 
on this courſe until ſhe finds the fort on the iſle of Santa Ro/a bear 
E. and £ E. N. E. from her. She muft then haul up a little to- 
wards the main land on. the Weſt, keeping at much the fame 
diſtance between that and the iſland, in order to avoid the point, 
from which a little bank ſtretches out ION fas towards the Weſt 


| North Weſt. 


IF the rea that is to the Weſt of the bar breaks: which 3 is al- 
ways the caſe in a gale of wind, the breakers may ſerve inſtead of a 
buoy to veſſels; but you muſt range, on entering upon the bar, at the 
diſtance of a good muſket ſhot from them, and afterwards ſteer 
according to the directions we have juſt laid down, 


THz currents 1 make out of the W are e ve 


briſk ; you muſt therefore make an allowance for them, leſt they pag 


ſhould run the veſſel upon the reef. 


IF the 1 above dine dded be carefully obſerved, you will no 
where meet with leſs than nineteen feet and an half water over the 
bar, and on the middle thereof you will find twenty feet: ſo that 
any veſſel not drawing more than nineteen. feet can enter into the 
road when the ſca does not run high; but it is neceſſary either to 
warp or tow in all thoſe which draw twenty feet. It is plain from 
hence that men of war of ſixty guns may enter, and if they were 
bui.t ſomewhat flat-bottomed, as the. Dutch build them, they might 
paſs every where, though of ſeventy guns, and all above that 0 
are unneceſſary in this N 
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Tus road hath one inconvenience, which is, that many rivers 
empty ing themſelves into it, great currents are cauſed thefeby ; and 
both canoes and ſhaliops expoſed to run a-ground in going to end 
fro in the road for the ſervice of the ſhips ;. but as the ground is 
only ſand they are never ſtaved. There is, on the other hand, a 
very conſiderable advantage in this road ariling from the ' ſame 
cauſe, which is, that the worm, not loving the freſh waters, doth 
not breed here, ſo that veſſels are never bored by them in this 
harbour. | | 1 


Wu the French ravaged this coaſt in 1 719, they deſtroyed 
the old town and fort, which was then ſituated on the iſland 
of Penſacola, ſince which the Spaniards have erected the new 

town on the iſland of Santa Roſa, as being more detached and ſe- 
cure from the Indians. The landing place is within the bay, in 
very ſhallow water, the town being ſituate on a ſandy ſhore, which 
is as white as ſnow, and can be approached only by very {mall 
veſſels. The bay abounds with great plenty of mullets, and other 
fine fiſh. The town is defended by, a ſmall fort ſurrounded by 
ſtockados, the principal houſe is the governor's ; the reſt of the 
town is compoſed of ſmall hutts or cabbins, built without any or- 
der, as may be ſeen by the view, which was drawn by a perſon 
who reſided here in 1743, and was in the fervice of the Havana 
company, and ſent in a ſchooner laden with a cargo for this place. 
As ſoon as he arrived at Perfaco/a, he embarked on board an open 
' wherry for New Orleans; and-ſailed between the mainland and the 
_ le of Daupbine, the ifles à Corne, aux Yaiſſeaux, and aux Chats, thro' 
the Paſſe a Guion into the lake Pontechartrain, and landed within 
four miles of New Orleans, where, after buying up a great quan- 
tity of pitch and tar for. the Havana company's uſe, he made great 
advantage of 6000 dollars in private trade, and returned to Penſaco- 
la; the ſchooner having taken in her cargo, with two maſts for 
the company's uſe, each eighty- four feet long, purſued their voyage 
to the e | | 1 


1 


Tus iſland of Santa Roſa is a very ſandy ſoil, being thirty- three 
miles long, extending from Penſacola almoſt due eaſt to the bay 
: 1 1 : of 
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of Santa Roſa, and is ſeparated from the mainland by a channel, 
half a league over, which is only navigable for ſmall boats. 


TR Bay of Santa Roſa is twelve leagues weſt of Penſacola. An 
ifland at the mouth forms two entrances. We have no particular 
deſcription of this harbour, though it appears by the Spaniſh draughts 
to be an extenſive one. | „ | 


THE Bay of St. Foſeph is ſituate in latitude 29 deg. 46 min. 
about thirty leagues almoſt S. E. from Penſacola. This bay is 
formed by a long narrow ridge which extends from the main- 
land in ſhape of a C for the ſpace of twenty miles, the ſouthern 
point- of which is called by the Spaniards Cabo Eſcondido, and 
by the French Cap Cache. This bay is about thirteen miles long, 
and eight wide, and there is very good anchorage in four, five, or 
fix fathom water. : 5 | 5 


THERE are two rivulets which empty themſelves into this bay, 
one of ſalt water and the other of freſh; this laſt is a branch of 
the Apalachicola river. In the year 1717 the French erected fort 
Crevecæur, about a mile to the northward of the freſh water river, 
but they abandoned it the next year, on the repreſentations made 
by the governor of Peuſacola, that this bay belonged to his Catho- 
lick Majeſty. This fort is faid by ſome to be lined with Rone, 
by others, only made of earth, well defended by palliſadoes; but, 
however, all agree in its being tolerably ſtrong, well ſupplied with 
cannon, and a ſufficient garriſon. The houſes are very neat and 
commodious, and there is a handfome church; but the ſtreets ſo 
fandy as to render it very inconvenient paſſing and repaſſing. 


TE Bay of St. 1 lies ſeven miles to the N. W. of the 
Bay of St. 7oſeph, of which we have no particular deſcription. 


APALACHICOLA or Cahuitas river riſes in the Apalachian moun- 
tains, and receives on the welt fide, about eighty miles from its 
fource, the Chataouchi, —and fifty miles lower down the Euchi 
creek, on the forks of which is a village of the ſame name ;— 

| ninety 


Cano ESC. 
by the French CAP CACHE 3 
l Cape Blaine hn We; 2? 
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ninety miles from which this river receives the Chataboſpa, between 
which and the Chetaouchi, on the welt fide of the river Apalacbi- 


cola, are ſituated the Chataouchi, Cabuitas, Euchi, Weſtos, Cullomas, 


Attaſes, Faſtegis, Cuſſetas, and Ohmulgo; and more to the South, 
on the eaſt fide of the river, are the Hogolegts, Savanas, and Echetos. 
All theſe tribes. united are the Indians called the Lower Creeks ; 
and, though the. Sparrards.uſed;to reckon theſe people under their 
dominion, they have long been the allies and under the protection 
of Great Britain. This river is joined by a great ſtream, called 
by the Engliſb Flint River, which runs from the confines of Geor- 
gia, and after a courſe of 150 miles, enters this river about forty 
miles ſouth of the Chatahoſpa, and 120 miles from the ſea, at the 
forks of which rivers is ſituated the fort of Apalachicola. Within 
| five leagues of the ſea this river divides into two branches, the 
weſtern of which is named Cal:/tobole river, and the ſmall freſh 


water river which runs into the bay of Str. Fo/eph is a branch. of this | 


river. © 


Tux river Apalachicola enters the gulf of Mexico in 29 deg. 
43 min. north latitude, and five leagues N. E. from Cabo Eſcondi- 
do. There is ſome difficulty in finding this opening, by reaſon of 
the many iſlands and lakes before and about it; and though it is a 
noble river, whoſe mouth formeth a ſpacious harbour, from whence 
a trade is carried on by ſmall veſſels to the Havena, yet it hath 
not more than the depth of two and a half or three fathoms of 
water at moſt over the bar; but when that is once paſſed, it groweth 
very deep and large. The tide is ſaid to flow higher up this river 
than into any other on the coaſt, ſome ſay not leſs than fifty miles; 


though this is not ſo much to be wondered at, when we conſider, 


that the country all round it is one perfect level, and that it feels 
the force of a double current, one from the weſt and another from 


the ſouth in the gulf of Mexico. On both ſides of this river, near 
the ſea coaſt, live ſeveral tribes, called by the name of Apalache 


Indians. On the weſt fide of the mouth of this river. the Spaniards 
erected a fort in 1719. On the eaſt fide the J. of Dogs extends 
along the coaſt for fifteen miles. About 22 miles from the mouth 


of this river the R. de Vines enters the gulf of Mexico, and ſeven 


„ | miles 
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miles farther the R. i las Aualrs falls into the gulf. Ten miles from 
Hehes i is Punta 4. Menifee, t the weſtern Point of the Apalathe river. 


APALACHE or Ogelagena river enters the bey of Apuluche dür 
forty miles to the eaſtward of Apalachicala's river, and riſes above 130 
miles from the ſea, in the contineß of. Georgia. It is not known 
to receive any river of note in all its coutſe, till near the bay, one 
confiderable river unites with it. This is a very fine river, and 
its entrance forms a large bay, which has fome ſhallows and rocks, 
ſtretching out from the land; but in the middle there is five fa- 
thom water. The courſe ibto the mouth of this river is N. and 
within is a good hatbovr.” This place ſies N. Weſterly from the 
Tortugas, and in the paſſage i is found all the way navigable ſound- 
ings. A trade is cartied on between this place and the Havana by 
ſmall craft. On the. firſt of theſe rivers are the Yapalage, \Capela, 
Aßpalaga and St. Juan, and on the other Orbu and Ayavala. On 
the welk of the river is ſituated the town of Sr. Mark de Apalarhe, 
from whence the bay alſo derives its name. This, by ſome eogra- 
phers, is very improperly called Santa Maria d' Aprlatbia; it is an 
old fettlement, and ftands exactly in the ſame place that Garcilaſſo 
te In Vega fixes the Port d Ante. It was formerly very confi- 
derable, but the HBugliſb from Carolina having taken, and; in 4 
great meaſure, deſtroyed it in the year 1704, it hever flhce Das 
recovered its priſtine ſtate, tho' rhe Spaniards often endeavoured to 
re-eſtabliſh it. The fort is built on a little eminence, ſurrounded by 
marſhes, fituated on the forks of the two rivers; and at about 
two leagues diſtance from the fort, there is on this river a village 
of Apalachian Indians, called Santo Fan, as alſo ſome others in the 
neighbourhood. The governour of Santo Marco is under the com- 
mand of the governour of St. Auguſtine, receiving his inſtructions 
in any extraordinary. affair either civil or military. The country 
is beautiful, being well ſupplied with wood and water; and we are 
alſo informed the country becomes more fertile the higher you 
advance into it. 


22 is a 444 over find Kort the moutb of this river to 
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n Bitten miles A St. Marks, and ten miles 8 is 


9 #1 , fort; twenty-four, miles further is Macha/la, and eleven 


miles from that i is St. Macbes; böth theſe are ſituated on branches 


ol the Rio YVaſhſa, which is about eighty miles in length, and en- 
ters the gulf of Mexico fifteen miles 8. E. from St. Marks. . Twenty- 
ſive miles from Sz. Matbeo i is San Pedro, on the ſouth fide of the 
Tier Sen Pedro, which is 100 miles long, and enters the gulf of 


Mexico ſeventy. mile es from St. Marks ; eleven miles f from San. Pedro 


is Lioca, and in ebe miles more we come to Nuvaalla, ſituated 
on the eaſt ſide of the Carolinian river, the courfe of which has 
not yet been aſcertained, but there is very good reaſon to ſuppoſe 

© that it runs a ſquth.. coarſe. into the Rio Amaſura. Eight miles 
from NMuugalla is Alochula, and in eight miles more we come to 
Jurla Neca:. All theſe places were formerly the ancient ſettlements 


Of the Atimucg 5 Ladiaus, ha were driven from them by the Eug- 


. from Carell © in 1706, and have fixed their ſettlement on an 


illand to the Eaſt of the No de &. Juan, about ſixty-five. miles. 
8. W. of Sr. Auguſtine, and call their chief ſettlement Pueblo de Ati. 
mucas. Twenty⸗-ſix miles from Jurla Naca we come to a Spaniſh 
| ſettlement, on the banks of the Riede St. Fuon.. Though the river 

is here only two miles broad, A it is eight miles over that and 


two iſlands to Furt 8 ich is the laſt ſtage, and is thirty 
miles diſtant from Furt &. Aſie, . h is 4 les 1280 | 
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j Bren in about 30 deg, N. and terminates at the cape. 1 1 


mqte than 300 miles n len ngth, and from 140 to 1801 in breadth. 


? Being chiefly : a low and flat land, it abounds with a great num- 


ber f rivers that form à multitude of iſlands, and withal ſeve- 
ral large bays and lakes, which habe nat, been deſcribed nor laid: 


* 185 with any accuracy i in any of the. ages extant. 
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E1GuT miles from the entrance of Apalachia river the R. Vitches 
enters the gulf, twelve miles to the ſouth of which is the Rio Va- 
a, and nine leagues from thence is the Rio Pedro, almoſt S. E. 
VW rt 


Eid leagues to the ſouth of Rio Pedro lies the Cayos de St. 
Martin; and between Rio Pedro and the Rio Amaſura are the two 
ſmall rivers:of $7. Martin and Tocobogas. Between theſe rivers reſide 
,,, TT enter ehcs 1 


FRO the Farellon de Pogoi extends a ledge of rocks four leagues 
South Weſt; this ledge makes the north ſide of the entrance into 
the Rio Amaſura. 1165 hang . RV N 

Rio Amaſura 6 Maſuro. The entrance of this river, which is 
in latitude 28 deg. 25 min. is ten miles wide, and it is not leſs 
than three miles over for above thirty miles up the river. There 
are in this river, which in general is very wide, ſeveral paſſages 
between the iſlands to the Atlantic ocean and gulf of Florida. 
One leads out through the Rio de Muſquito, in latitude 28 deg. 
50 min. another through the Rio St. Lucia, called by ſome Rio de 
Cruz, in latitude 27 deg. 33 min.; but the principal one is that 
which is ſuppoſed to communicate in a direct channel with the 
Rio de St. Juan, that enters the Atlantic ocean in 30 deg. 20 min. 
about 30 miles north of Sr. Auguſtine. If theſe rivers ſhould 
prove navigable for ſmall veſſels, it will be of great utility to the 
Britiſh trade, by making the navigation to Penſacola. for ſome 
months ſhorter than the courſe which otherwiſe muſt be taken 


round by the welt end of Cuba. 


Cayo del Anclote ſerves as the ſouthern land-mark for. the en- 
trance into the Rio Amaſura. This iſland extends twenty-three 
miles from North to South along the coaſt, at the end of which 

is the Bahia de San Joſef, a place but very little known. 


Bahia del Eſpiritu Santo. This is a very large and noble bay; 


extending above twenty leagues in length, and fix in breadth where 
| | broadeſt, 
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broadeſt, having from five to ſeven fathom water, except at-the 
eaſtern outlet that goes into the Laguna del Eſpiritu Santo, where 
it is not more than two fathom : there are two large iſlands at the 
entrance, which form two channels into it. The northern channel, 
which is about ſixteen leagues ſouth of Rio Amaſura, has from 
ten to twelve fathom water, and the ſouthern channel has three, 
five and ſeven fathom water. There is about ſeven leagues from 
the north channel a large bay about fix miles over, and which ex- 
tends' twenty miles to the N. W.; this is called Tampa Bahra, and 
is conjectured to have communication with Bahia de St. Yoſef. 
There is another opening on the north ſhore, about twenty miles 
from Tampa Bahia, which has a communication with the other 
rivers. "About nine leagues from the ſouthern channel is a paſſage 
almoſt 8. W. into Bahia de Carts. This bay, which lies from 
welt to eaſt in about 27 deg. 30 min. north latitude, is capable of 
receiving the largeſt fleet that ever was collected in this part of the 
world, and may, in caſe of any future rupture, be of great im- 
portance to the crown of Great Britain; for the galleons in their 
paſſage from Vera Cruz to the Havana are obliged, by reaſon of 
the N. E. trade winds, to ſtretch away to the northward, and as 
ſoon as they have made La Sunda, they keep as near the coaſt of 
Florida as poſſible, and generally fall in with ſome: men of war 
that cruize to the northward of the Tortugas on purpoſe to meet 
and convoy them to the Havana. 


Bahia de Carlos is about four leagues 8. W. of the ſouthern 
entrance into the Babia del Eſpiritu Santo. This bay extends 
about fourteen leagues almoſt S. E. from its entrance, and is about 
five leagues over in the broadeſt part: it is very ſhallow, having 
at moſt but three fathoms water. There are ſeveral openings about 
the bay between the iſlands, the chief of which communicates with 
the Laguna del Espiritu Santo. e 5 


7 


THERE are five large iſlands to the ſouth of Bahia de Carlos, 
which is inhabited by the Muſpa Indians. Twenty-three leagues 
ſouth of the entrance into the Babia de Carlos lies the Punta de 
Ajes, in latitude 25 deg. 50 min. mY the moſt S. W. point of 


all 


ve all Florida, Twenty ſour leagues 
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rom this point almoſt 8. E. 
lies che Punta de Jauche, which is. the, moſt ſouthern point of 
' Florida, in latitude; 2 5 deg. 26 min. On this point there is 3 lake 
of freſh md gre e eg gp s wand en AO. Lp 
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Laguna pI. Ene 8 3 7 ated. W the Alana, en 
tending from north to ſouth about 27 2 and is near eight 
leagues wide; it has ſeveral communications with the bays on the 
Welt fide of the peninſula, as well as with the Gulf r ir 
The principal and beſt known entrance is abgut three leagues al- 
moſt welt from the Punta de Flrrida, which lies in 26 deg. 
ag min. N. latitude.. This entrance is two. leagues nearly N. W 
and at the end of it, in the lake, are two ſhoals and fix ilande, ; 
Called the Gar dll en, n Sb RP en des by 2 7 5 


little known. 85 * 


ae! is a very large bank; that extends on che weſt ade of 

ſula into the gulf of Mexico, beginning in latitude. 24 deg, 
23 min: at the diſtance of thirty leagues from the peninſula, firetch- 
ing to the northward along the coaſt, and having in dome places zoo 
fathom. water, decreaſing very regularly, as it approaches the ſhore. 
On the ſouth part of this bank are about nine or ten iſlands on a 
bank, vrhich is dry at low water, 6 led, Say ata they axe in 
are 24 deg. 50 min. North, ſurcounded on the 'S. E. end by 


ocks, Round) iheſe jflands, there is very gooc eee 
thres.to wen fathom Nee FH Slow ed) Sedo 11d - bn 
Ait bog Dawn: of vhelgoin 1 21. 219} Wen 88 " 
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iſlands, ſurrounded. on the N. W. oo « great, number. of rocks 
that extend 40 the N. W. above. ten leagues. On the caſt fide 
is a channel about four miles over of Ti bom een . 
Bac Grande or the Great Mouth.,,.. 
rt] flir Eee ene SG Stan N 

On the La Fonda, 1 of the Tor artugas, Fae, is.2 a very E008 
fiſhery,/ where, is plenty of meros and pardos, which are as large, 
or r Saher . and more Ane than the Newfoundland cod; 


and 
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and it alſo abounds with great plenty of ſeals} the fat of which 
the Spani ard pay the bottom of their ſhips wich at the Havana. 
The Indians of Ratones and the ſouth parts of Pida cure great 
quantities of this fiſh,” which, with the hats and mats they make 
of graſs and barks of trees in great perfection, they exchange in 
traffick with the Spaniards, who come here from the Havana with 
European goods for the uſe of the native. 


| $6.1 . eee een nne 
Tux vaſt current of water which ſets in with a conſtant and ſtrong 
rear to the weſt upon all the ſouthern parts of the main land in 
the Mexican gulf, as far as the ſtrand of La Vera Chu tetütns 
back towards the 'Eaft;/ between the iſland of Cha and the ſouthern 
coaſt of North Anerica; and finding no vent till it cometh to Cup 
Flori du, it is there forced about again from South to North und 
runs through this channel between Fhrida and the Babama' Bands 
into the Atlantic ocean. | %,, ond. 


Tu cauſe of this cbntinual diverſion towards the North tha 
be the oppoſition that'this*efux' meets with in its tendency eafſ⸗ 
wat back from the trade Winds, which always blow between, and 
a little Way without Voth the tropics, and the weſtward direction 
of the Hilumit ocean in thoſe parts; not to mention the ſtrong 
barricade of the Babami Mands,” which are ranged, as it were on 
purpoſe, to direct and Alter the «courſe of this outſetting current. 
'he navigation 3 the extreme parts of Florida is ref arkably 
dangerous, not only betadſe it is within the cburſe of the trade- 
winds, but becauſe the whole ſhore upon which tlie current for 

the moſt part ſets is particularly low, flat, broken ground; and full 

_ nine lengues into the Tf the Water is in many places quite thal- 
low, ekdepting fore wip ding deep channels in ſeveral patts of it, 
which ure the cauſes of Frequent mipwrecks; för wfienever a ſhip 
falls into bone of theſe chahntis, Ilie very rarely, if ever, get cheat 
of it; becauſe, being deceived by th deeß foundings ant having uz 
warily entered ſo far within the banks, that there is no returning. > 7 
the farne way, the veſfeF müſt inevitably be loſt. From the c Off- 
deration of theſe dangeis, mariners are obliged to make an allowwancs 
of about flve points in the compaſs for the current, keeping as 
948 | 7 D 2 near 
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neat as poſſible to the Bahama fide ; and from ſume errour in this 
allowance it is that 0 are arent tet too Alke We 1 
n of Florida. 5 | e ASA YU . 


65 Tur Gayty 4 los eee are a Ain e of ilaads wad 
cocks, extending 1 in a circular form about 60 kagues from the Boca 
Grande, in 24 deg. 40 min. North latitude, at the diſtance = thir- 
teen (14-4800 PI Punta JO to TINCE F. ws LS 
ran? K N : 

3A PERFECT: « knowledge of theſe idande 1 le ht 4 be of 
great conſequence in navigating the gulf of Florida with ſafety. The 
| be@&account- we: have vowed able to N a of them is as p | 


dae. Dot 14 7 F444 4+F bo Ia 494156 e | 61 
0 Cans, de Chrquimula are about ten in number, lying in the Ai. 
tude of 24 deg. 40 min. and extend {Ros "nw ae caſt _ 


Baca Grande. * 1 Int 1,19 I 4 * A 2 3 1 I £ 


© Gaya, a Hh 5 is 12 miles in 1 from. Welt to Eat; and : 

eight miles to the ſouth. thereof runs a ledge of rocks: there is a 

channel between them having five fathom water. To the eaſt- 

ward of this iſland lies the Cayo Pinera and the eee 

ie Which, there is five. fathom en {Cen Abbie . 8 
Xx lit 5 45 a ids g 8 


"Taz Cayos 4 Faces 4 are a in of ſmall iflands and gene 0h 
wb: with the Vivera and Matacumbe,: extend Auite e to rele In oy 
Fate the principal of all the ee Wende 

"a <p pt 4 FA Doce Lace "This i is the largeſt of all 7 
5 Zi ug Fe a in the latitude, ef ;deg:; and extending from the 

55 point about 13 leagues almg! N. E. On the weſt ſide of it lie 

c 9 and along the eaſt coaſt there ranges a bank 

Wee dry at low water, on which tand Caya de Tiuanos, ſur- 
1 with rocks; alſo the. Gaye, Palem: and. Gays Eſcriwano. Io 
the eaſt of this bank there is another, which is alſo dry at low Wa- 
ter, and between them there is a channel near two miles wide, ha- 
ving from three to four fathom water all the way through. Each of 
theſe banks range in the direction of the coaſt of ſaid FI and 


are 


%, 
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are about ten ann long; and without them, to the eaftward, 
runs a ledge of rocks called the e at —_ tones 9 are 
diſtance from the Cho Largo. FS Fl Wa 


Ta, Teras ſo named from two hills on it, lies in the 18titudb of 


N 45 mim The channel between this and Cayo Largo is three 

leagues over. Almoſt a league north of this lies Playuelos in latitude 
25 deg. 55 min. being, three leagues long; and to the north hereof 
are ſeveral ſmall Cayos, the largeſt of which is four miles long, 
called Mucaras, | fre in latitude 26 deg.; to the northward: where- 
of are three ſm 10 ayo9 in four fathom water. The next is Ce 


de la Peridu, See eg 10 min. being ſeven miles in | 
lengtb. On both ſites of this iſland there are banks running out 


ie de from ue and on the eaſt ſide is four fathom water. 


1 939 h Write Iren nne 2913 $$ lo DU. 
Cayo 4 Ban otherwiſe called by ſome. Portland Race)" is 


ſitunte in latitude 26 deg 1.5 F b 4 N. E and S. W. di- 
rection. It is ſeven miles long, and has four fathom water eloſe 


if ſhore. To the North hereof lies the ſmall iſland of e Agel: 


as. | 
105 — miles in len gth, on Wh dice 2 an 
Indian town, called Pueblo Raton, which is the only ſettlement 
of ure e that we have any account of on the Aer | 


A 


N year 1733, a fleet of fourteen galleons, on their Fetürn 
through the Gulf of Florida for Old Spain, ran foul of the Mur 

e rocks; occaſioned; by the 1gnorance of the Admiral Don Rode- 
rigo'de Torres: Fot one of the captains diſobeying the admiral's 
fignals;« thereby: avoided the danger; and ſaved his mip; but the 
other thirteen were entirely loſt} with great part of their treaſtfe: 
and, for many years TH theſe' wrecks were much frequented 
by the: Spaniſh and India divers;” who were often et ſucceſsful 
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Craft of the Peninſula "of Frida. 1 8 


| BY: DE-RATonts lies in 26 deg; 40 min. North latitude, and 
4 leagues to the Northward of Puabis de Raton. There aro 

numbers of iſlands in this channel. Five leagnes to the North- 

watd hereof lies Rio Seco, in latitude 27 deg. at the mouth where- 

of is ten 8 waters, and three N are to the North ward lies 

« [1h * . * * 

Nie Frgo. ee wich leadyitno'® bee all. of ſmall as. 


and Has feveral. ene ork the great Laguna del Ejpi- 
nn to. gp wry ſever” miles to the Narthwdrd of this open- 
ing, al remarkable high land, called Rope Tendida. About 


five ages from the mouth of this rider is 


CE {1 Ahl. Not latitude ores e hit 15 . Wein 
nicdtion With the n lakt. About About ten miles to che 
Northward hereof opens te ace Sie 7.0553 


'= Ris" Same Lucia, called in ſome maps Riv fate rn, lying in 
| latitude'27 deg. 33 min. This river has à communication With 
3 Bahia del Eſpiritu Santo, and with the Ni Auazura, which 
pties itſelf i into the Ne of Mexicg. > In tag 1 river Soto Oe” in 


216 the year 1 5 1 e 11620 ut Work, Fil: FE * 147711 
5 75 e Ai of Rin Santa: Chan: and; i | 
wa 37 OP 5 min. has five fathom water at its entrance, which 


into 401 Harbour, within Which, at about nine 4 to 
e Welbward, is ſituated "Pueblo er gg Fong e 


Tun Tortolas ate ledge of rocks. | 
42 I iy © 
58 mim. in length about ſix league . hic ing parallel to 
the aſt” reaches to the entra nce of or 9 beds in 
1 0 NR cn e MiG, B 1 I eee wee 6.31.5 
El Palmar, ſituate in latitude 28 deg. 13 min. This 0 is ten 


miles in length, lying almoſt North and South, and in breadth 
about 


N 


Eaftermolt point of all Florida, and is furr 
ing th about two miles "of 8 167 4 ge to theſe. rocks. is 
tte fathom» water. To the ard of this cape, there are three 
Hanks, which fr. Henk fix leag = S into oO 


£54 Ties, El Bue 2. FA 1 47 
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i e e d. 
. ve The coaſt now runs nearly North * South, age = 
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8 0 in 1 2 e's Bp min, which. is 
ded with rocks, 


| Alantic ocean, 
| and have. channels betwe. them. BAY > th dee ar d. 9 5 it galſo IT 
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© Barris Mataizas has eight fer wat on it, ber afterwards, 
within the , tiver, from ten to 15; f thom. On the North ſide of 


S 
* 0 


the entranct of chis river is high land, called Torre de Romo. 


Santa Anaſtaſia iſland is nine leagues long, reaching from the 
Barra de Matanzas to the entrance of the harbour of St. Auguſtin, 
which it helps to form. 1 5 K-17 3 2 898 ; 4 * 41 | n 75 ' TEE; FE - 

þ 2301 233651043 Ot 3 I 43 7; | fs, 4 
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St. Auguſtin lies in 29 deg: 50 min. North latitude: the oy 
runs along the ſhore, at the foot of à pleaſant Bill, adorned: wit! 
trees; its form is oblong, divided by four' regular ftreets croſſing 
each other at right angles. Down by the ſea-ſide, about three 
fourths of a mile South of the town, ſtandeth the church, and a 
monaſtery of Sr. Auguſtin. The beſt built part of the town is on the 
North fide, leading to the caſtle, which is called S?. John's Fort. 
It is a ſquare building of ſoft. ſtone, fortified with whole baſtions, 
having a rampart twenty feet high, with a parapet nine feet thick, 
and it is cazemated. The town is alſo fortified: with baſtions, and 
incloſed with a ditch: The whole well furniſhed with cannon. 
The. harbour is formed by the North-end of Santa Anaſtaſia iſland, 
and a long point of land, divided from the continent by the river 
St. Mark, which falls into the ſea a little above the caſtle. At the 
entrance of this harbour are the North and South breakers, forming 
two channels, whoſe bars have from eight to nine fathom water 
over them at low water. On the North and South, without the 
walls of the city, are two Indian towns. © 


 Trx little fort is ſituated. at the entrance of a river into the Rio 
Matenzas, about four miles South of St. Auguſtin, and at the end 


of a marſh. Fort Muſa is four miles North of Sr. Auguftin.. £4 


1 


and enters the 


Rio St. Sebaſitan. This river runs out of a lake, 
Rio Matanzas a little to the South of St. Augustin. 

Rio St. Marco has communication with Rio St. ꝓuan. It enters 
the ſea at the harbour of St. Auguſtin. This river, with that of 
St. Sebaſtian, forms an iſland, on which St. Auguſtin is ſituate. 
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EI Canuels: is a mall er en ere  leagravs. North of St 


Auguſtin. 6 $777 . 4 
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re is a little  ſtlement about two mills fork Bl camel. 


2 1 4 
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Four Tiles is fituated on the North dag of the Rio 87. Marco, 
about twenty miles from WiSe e in the road ou that aw tw: 
to Sf. Juan. ot . 8 If bi ; ; ; 


: . 
Wi St 


10 0 by Gas called's 87 Wee 18 10 wiſh 8 Spaniſh | 


ſettlement on the Faſt coaſt of Bleridks It is ſituate on the South- 
ſide of the Rio St. Juan, about nine miles from Fort George. Rio de 
St. Juan is a large river, near ſeven miles broad at the mouth; by 
this river there is a confitvenibarion; all through the peninſula, wth: 
the Rio ene. Babia del Efpiritu Santo, and Lagina del Eſpi- 
ritu Santo; and very probably, by ſmall craft, e 10 be be 49 
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0 N 1 Foy of March; in tbe ver 512, Jahn Bös d. Leun, 


a gentleman of Spain, ſailed with thtee (hips from the port of 


St. Germus, in the iſland- of Puertu Rito: He ſteered his courſe to 
the North-weſt, and, on the eighth day after, made the iſland 
Veego, in 21 deg. 30 min. North latitude, and anchored on the 
next day under one of the Caicos iſlands; thence filing by the little 
iſle of Maguana, on the 27th he arrived at Guanani, (the firſt land 
diſcovered by Columbus) and, continuing the fame courſe, he again 

made land on the 3d of Arril, in i latitude of 30 deg. 8 min. 
f E North, 


| * 
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North, which, taking to be an iſland, he named it, as before men- 
tioned, Florida. He went aſhore with ſome of his people, both 


to inform himſelf concerning the inhabitants, and to take poſſeſſion 


of the country with the ceremonies uſed upon ſuch occaſions. This 
being done, he again ſet fail, on the 8th day of the month, toward 
the South, and, coaſting along the ſhore, Rill caſt anchor, as he 


perceived any of the | Savages, or their hutts, appear; the next 


day, having advanced a little way into the ſea, he found ſo ſtrong. 
a current againſt him, that though the wind was favourable, and the 


veſſels carried all their fails to it, they were not only unable to pro- 


ceed, but with difficulty held their anchors. Here the Spaniards, 


being invited by the natives, ventured on ſhore; the Savages, when 
they were landed, began with hauling up the boat, and carrying 


off the bars, G. To this the Spaniards made no oppoſition at firſt, 
being lothi to irritate them; but when the latter beeame fo wantonly 


furious as almoſt to kill one of the ſoldiers, both ſides fell to blows, 
till night parted them. In this encounter, two Spaniards were 


wounded. Going to water at a neighbouring river, they were for- 
tunate enough to make a priſoner of one of the Savages; him they 
afterwards made uſe of both for a guide and interpreter. Upon: 


the bank of this river they placed-a croſs with an inſeription, fr m | 


3 


which occurrence it is ſtill called the Nuo Yolo Cru. Having paſſ- 


eourſe to the South all down the cdaſt, till, in latitude 25 deg. 
they fell in with a range of iſlands and rocks, to which the Spaniurds 
gave the name of 'Martyrs,| from a reſtmblance the cliffs bore, in 
their fancy, eto men fixed upon fakes? M name of bad preſage, 


as many ſhips have ſinee experieticed toitheir deſtruction. Ponce, 


Floridd to be d part of the continent ſteered away to the North 

caſts through the Lucapo iſſande and: Jo to that of Sr. Febn' dt 
Pnerto Rica, whence he had fit iſet ut. AR 1. 22900 ;aff8 
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NN the year 1520, Ducky: Vaſquez of nn a oodles} being-w 
4 want of hands to work in the mines, entered into a refolution; 
with ſome affociates, to try if they could ſteal off a number of 
Savages from the neighbouring iſlands, to be employed in this 
buſineſs. For this purpoſe, cs equipped two ſhi 19925 ſailed out 
of the harbour of Plata, ſituated on the North. ſide of Hiſpamiaia, 
and ſteered, either by chance ot deſign, which it was is uncers 
tain, a North-weſternjcourſe, until they came to the moſt diftant-of 
the Lucayos iſlands; and thence, to what was then part of Phride, 
in za North latitude, now called Sr. Helena. At the uf their 
ſhips making towards the ſhore with expanded ſails, the-amazed 
natives ran in crowds to yiew them, conceiving that they muſt we 
fome monſtrous fiſhes driven upon the coaſt ; but, as fbon 
they ſaw men with beards and covered with clothing, land out 
oi theſe floating manſions, they fled in a panic. The Spaniards; 
having ſtopped two of them, carried them off into their: ſhips ; 
where, after having entertained them with meat and drink „they 
ſent them back again cloathed in the Spaniſb habit. The king of 
the country, admiring the dreſs, ſent 5 of his people to the 
ſhips, with a preſent of various fruits and proviſions; and] not 
contented with doing this, he made a party of his ſubjects attend; 
the Spaniards in the many excurſions into the neighbouring pros: 
vinces, with which, at their requeſt, he gratified their inclinations; 
where they were e den with gold, pilates of filver;:\pearls;! Scr. 
and received in the moſt ;boſpitable manner. The:Spariards, having. 
made their own « obſervations, as they paſſed, upon the cuſtoms atid' 
manners of the inhabitants, the: ſoil;: and fre hag invited a large 
number of the natives (after they had watered their ſhips, and were 
prepared for departure) to an entertainment on board their veflels ; 
where, having plied their gueſts well with. liquor, they took that 
wicked opportunity to weigh anchor, and fail. away with theſe 
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wretches pined to death with vexation, and from an obſtinate refuſal 
of food; the greater part of what remained periſhed in one of the 
veſſels that foundered at ſea; and ſome of them, in vain appealing 
to the violated rights of hoſpitality, were hurried into a cruel and 
hopeleſs: ſlavery.  Ya/quez, inſtead of the puniſhment due to ſo 
inhuman and horrid. 2 proceeding, expected, and.; obtained. of the 
king, the reward appointed for. ſuch: as diſcovered new lands, to- 
gether, with the uſual, immunities they. were entitled to. Which, 
when he had received, in the year 1524, he ſcent more ſhips to Florida; 
and Was ſo elated: with the accounts he 5 from them, of the fer- 
tility of the ſoil, and the great plenty le Ae and. 1 
to au e 19 Th he 12 1 0 1 
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54 "oy | Eau, of Payphit' Niro e e 
DA 'Narva,' not diſcouraged" by the bad wien 
Faſßgues, . in the year 1 5290 rocured_ a patent. from Charks 

the Fifth, Em eror and Kin Spain, 8 him gover- 

nor of all the lards that ſhou 1 be diſcovered from the river of 

Palms to the extreme boundaries of Florida. In the month of March 

1628, he ſet fail, with 400 foot and twenty hotſe, on board of 

his Valle. out of the harbour of Nagua, on "the "South- fi de of 

the iſland of Cuba, After ſome difficulties, he doubled the Cape 
of St. Antony, the Weſtern point of Cuba, and ſtood along ihe 

North-fide' of it, as far Eaſtward às the harbour of Havana ; 

where, meeting with a breeze from the South, he obtained” a 

proſperous Paſſage over to Plerida, and arrived there '6n the 12th. 

of April. He caſt anchor in a bay, from whence fie cbuld ſee; 

the Cottages of the Savages upon the coßtinent. Tae day e 
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he landed part of his forces, but found that the natives had deſerted | 
their houſes; in which, happening to find ſome inſtrutnent of gold, F 
filled with hopes, he immediately diſembarked the reſt of his tp, | 
and took poſſeſſion of the country for the King of Spain, "with 
the uſual ceremonies.” The Savages, ſoon after, drew near; but 
what they meant remained a ſecret, for want of an interpreter, 
farther than that they ſeemed; by their menacing air, to order the 
Spaniards to leave their country, The governor, proceeding a little 
way forward, found another bay of great” extent, reaching far 
within the continent: up which, having advanced a few leagues, 
he fell in with ſome Savages, who offered him maize. Whilſt he 
was employed in gaining intelligence from theſe people, he found 
four wooden caſes, wherein carcaſſes, covered with the ſkins of 
wild animals, and painted after the manner of 'the-Savages,” were 
hidden. Upon them there were laid pieces of linen and woollen + 
cloth, together with ſome ſprigs of gold, which, the natives infifted, | 
they had from Apalache, a region far diſtant from them, and very 
: rich in that metal. TT, 1. 22 * * E et tes £:F4 3 EDT l — 
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Tur governor, ſtill raiſed into higher expectations by this infor- 
mation, ordered his forces to- march by land, and the ſhips to fol- 
low, keeping along ſhore, . Cabeca de Vaca, the treaſurer, in vain 
oppoſing him. On the firft- of May, having diſttibuted to every 
ſoldier two pounds of biſquet, and half a pound of pork, he ſet 
forward with a light body of 300 men, forty of which were horſe; 
and performed a journey oF fifteen dags, through a deſolate country, 
void of inhabitants; and deſtitute of food, till they came to à river, 
which they croſſed partly by ſwimming, and partly upon rafts made 
out bf What timber they could find. Ihe Savages ſtood on the 
oppoſite bank) and conducted the Spaniards k& "tHEit" huts, Where 
they refreſhed them with maize. After reſting here for à ſhort 
ſpace, Narya diſpatched a few of His people to explore the ſea- 
coaſt, Who found, as fat as they diſcovered, that it was full of 
| ſhoals, and without ports; having travelled fifteen” days jourtzey 
farther, withoat ſeeing\even the footſteps of an inhabitant, at laſt, 
on tlie ſeventeenth of June, he met one of the petty kings, eloathed 
with a ſtag's hide, elegantly painted, preceded by a multitude of 
„%%% | ' Savages, 
; 25 : 
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Savages, ſome. of them blowing horns, Gc. to whom he explained, 
by figns, that his rout was to Apalache. The Indian gave them 
to underſtand that he was an enemy to the Apalachians; and, after 
the mutual exchange of a few preſents, and paſſing another 
river, he entertained them in his towns. with maize and veniſon. 
Hence, through moſt harraſſing and almoſt impaſſible ways, on the 
25th of the ſame month, Narva and his party arrived at Apalache; 
and, falling upon the natives, who neither expected nor were at all 
prepared to receive ſuch a viſit, the town was taken at the firſt at- 
tack. ; Great quantities of maize, ſkins of beaſts, garments woven 
of thread, (for the moſt civilized of the Flor:dans make a decent 
| ſort of caarle cloth, out of the inward. bark, of ſome trees which 
aboynd in that country, as well as ropes, Sc.) together with other 
commodities belonging to the inhabitants, fell into their hands. 
The town conſiſted of forty low cottages, covered with ſtraw, ex- 
cellently guarded againſt accidents of winds, which, at times, are 

very frequent in cheſe places, and defended likewiſe, on every ſide 
by ridges of lofty mountains, and a deep oo ground. 


ALL. the land they had hitherto paſſed over was flat and ſandy, 
abounding with walnut, laurel, cedar, fir, pine, and low palm 
trees, moiſtened with many lakes, or elſe encumbered. with the 
trunks of od trees. Numberleſs wild beaſts appeared wandering 

about the woods : the country ſome what cold, but abounding with 
beautiful paſtures. In the courſe of twenty-five days, during which 
they tarried here, they were alarmed twice by ſudden incurſions of 
the natives, who retreated. again into the marſhes. This induced 
them to divide themſelves into three ſeveral parties, in order to 
ſcour and examine the adjacent country; but they found nothing 
more than impervious deſerts, and ſome miſerable natives, deſtitute 
of every thing. The caſſique, or chief, whom they kept in chains. 
declared that his town and diſttict, was by far the largeſt in this 
cougtty, and that the regions beyond: were much inferior, both as 
to ſoil, and number of inhabitants. Notwithſtanding this aſſertion 
of the caſſique, they came, after a journey of nine days towards 
the South, to another of their. towns, called Aute, whoſe inhabi- 
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W Spaniards being Speis e both: of ger 
of theſe regions, and of the treatment they were to expect froi 


the Savages; who, lurking about their camp, ſound means 2 % f | 


their horſes, under cover of the night; wearied out with difap- 
pointment, reſolved to direct their march to the ſea- coaſt; towards 
which they travelled for eight days, with the utmoſt hazard and 
fatigue, being often attacked by the natives from behind the buſnes. 
When they came to Aute, a bloody engagment enſued, herein 
the Spaniards loſt ſome people. Nevertheleſs they took tbe place, 
and found there a vaſt quantity of maize, peaſe, gourds, and vario rious 
fruits. Cabeca de Vaca, being ſent by Nar ves to furvey the fei? 
| ſhore; returned three days after with an account that the face 0 1 
the land was rude and difmal, the bays ſtretching far within 
country, and the ſea remote. A g news for the ſoldiers al- 
ready too much difheartened. © The number of their borſes was 
by this time ſo much reduced, that they had no longer fafficient 
to carry the fick ; therefore,- leaving Has, they moved towards the 
ſca;” which was the only reſource- they had leſt. Boats were now! * . 
neceſſary; and therefore, though in want of all materials, t 
contrived, by ſome means or 1 to build five by the twentie 
of Feßtember. They twiſted fopes out of Lor bale they made 
veſſels t o -hokP water * NE, hides W N 3 for ſails 9010 i= 
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September they let fai Fand Affer aving' wandered Fin without ©” 
knowing where they were” in the 
days, they came to ad iffafd divided 'by a natrom ſtrait 5 
the continent; which they erofſett, and, fteering along there,” yl 


n U courſe for the river 'oF Fals. Meanwhile, they were 
terribly” 
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terribly diſtteſſed for want of water, ſaw but few Savages, and ſup- 
ported their miterable beings by fiſtiiug-. At length, having wWea- 
thered a promontory that lay in their way, not without great peril, - 
and after loſing ſome of their company by drinking too largely of 
ſalt water, they again made for the vontinent; where, at firſt, they 
were very kindly received by the* natives, and refreſhed; with drink 


and/fith ; but, being attacked by them in the night, they narrowly; 
eſcaped from total deſtruction+'+/ The Tadian chief eloping, and the 


* 


vernor wounded, they fled, in confuſion and great precipitation. by 


to their boats. After three days ſail from hence, preſſed again by 


the want of freſh water, they put to ſhore. The inhabitants dre, 
near, and after a mutual: e of | hoſtages, they granted the 


Spaniards leave to water. Nevertheleſs, ſoon after, they both 
fiercely redemanded their own people, and detained the Spaniards 
captive: This nation was of a greater ſtature than what they had 


hitherto ſeen, with long looſe hair: their kings were richly; cloathed 


with martens ſkins. The ſtation here being but bad for veſſels, 


thinking to avoid extreme danget, they bore a little out to ſca; 


but their boats were ſoon ſeparated by ſtreſs of weather, and each 
ſtrove to reach what lay next before them. One of them, in which 
the treaſurer Cab ca de Vacd was embarked, (to whom we owe this 
narration) ran aground, and he, with his companions, landed 
upon an iſland, as it afterwards was found to be. The inhabitants, 

about an hundred in number, at firſt attacked them in A. hoſtile 
manner; but, being won by | preſents, they brought them plenty 


of fiſh, Se. The Spaniards, having now wrecked their boat upon 


this inland, their arms, cloatbhs, and every thing elſe, to com- 


plete their misfortunes, being ſwallowed up by the ſea, were 


ſupplied with proviſions by the natives in their cottages, until 
they themſelves began to be in want. The: ſharpneſs. of hunger 
canquered humanity, and the famiſhing Spertards fed upon, each 
others fleſh, until, out of eighty: people, only fifteen» remained. 
Fur of meſe, Cabeba de Vara being opeg. after long wanderings and 
varidus acridents, too long to anfert here, arrited at laſt n the 


province of AMrrico, n whetebithe othen boats] periſhed y54ibri What 


fate attended thę governo is tt dN Such was che third 
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1» Expedition of Ferdinand de Soto. 


AFTER theſe unfortunate events, Plorida was neglected till 
'X. the year 1539, when the memorable expedition of Ferdinand 
de Soto took place. This gentleman had ſerved with great reputa- 
tion under Francis Pizarro, in the conqueſt of Peru, which had 
recommended him ſo much to the Emperor Charles V. that he 
conferred on him the government of Cuba, with the rank of 
General of Forida, and the title of Marquis of the lands which 
he ſhould: conquer therein. Having received his commiſſion from 
the court of Spain, he failed to the Havannab, where he made 
2 ſhort ſtay, in order to put the affairs of the iſland under proper 
regulations, during his abſence; and then, imbarking his forces, ſet 
fail on the twelfth of May, in the year 1539, with nine veſſels, having 
on board 3 50 horſe, and goo foot, together with a great number of 
mariners, and all things neceſſary for ſuch an expedition. As the 
ſeaſon was very fine, and the wind quite fair, they made the coaſt 
of Fhrida, to the Northward of the Gu/f of Mexico, on the 25th of 
the ſaid month, and came to an. anchor in the bay of Spiritu Sancto. 
The whole army was ſoon diſembarked, and, by the help of the 
tides, the ſhips were, eight days after, brought up ſo cloſe to the 
land, as to moor juſt under the Hadian habitations. The army, as. 
they landed, intrenched themſelves upon the ſea-beach, near the 
town. After a flight excurſion, to take a view of the adjacent coun- 
try, the general, Soto, approached an Indian town, which he found 
quite deſerted by the natives, who, as ſoon as they perceived the ſhips 
upon their coaſt, had every where given the alarm by fires. At break 
of day, Colonel Lewis de Moſcoſo drew up the army in three lines, 
with a ſquadron of horſe to each body. In this order they march- 
ed, making a circuit round the bay, till they came to a village f 

the Savages, conſiſting of about ſeven. or eight houſes, near the 
ſhore, built of wood, and covered with palm-leaves. On one fide 
was a little lodge, which ſerved — a temple to their idol, placed 
12 MY © over 
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over the entrance, in the ſhape of a bird, made of. wood, . and 
gilded over. Some pearls were alſo found here, but of little 
value, having been bored by fire, in order to ſtring them for 
chains and bracelets, to adorn their necks and arms; ornaments in 
high eſteem among theſe people. This town ſerved the troops 
for quarters, and the general ordered the ground about it to be 
cleared, for a pretty good ſpace, both for the ſake of having room 
to exerciſe his cavalry, and that the Indians might not approach 
without being diſcovered, if they choſe to. attack him in the night. 
Double guards were placed at all the avenues and dangerous places, 
which were relieved every hour, and the cavalry, ready for action 
if neceſſary, rode about and viſited them. Here they were unfor- 
tunate enough to loſe two Indians they had taken priſoners, to ſerve 
for guides and interpreters, who eſcaped in the night by the care- 
leſſneſs of thoſe that were ſet to watch them. This loſs was the 
harder to repair, becauſe the number of marſhes and woodlands 
prevented the horſe from purſuing them. FE FRY. 


| WairsT the Spaniards remained here, Soto detached ſeveral 
parties to diſcover the country. One of them, in marching by a 
moraſs, about half a league from the camp, fell in with ſome In- 
dans, and took four of them; whereupon the reſt turned ſhort upon 
the Spaniards, and, though far inferior in number, drove them 
back to their camp. Theſe people are fo dexterous,. fo fierce, and 
ſo agile, that it is impoſſible to gain any advantage over them on 
foot. 'They fly from thoſe who attack them, but, the moment the 
enemy retires, they ſpring upon him. The diſtance of a bow - ſhot 
is the fartheſt they ever give way; and, when they make their 


attacks, they are always in conſtant motion, running from fide to 


fide, to prevent the enemy from taking aim. They diſcharge their 
arrows with incredible celerity, and fo exactly, as very ſeldom to 
miſs. Their bows are ſtrong, and their arrows made of reeds, 
heavy, and ſo keen, that they will pierce a buckler. The extre- 
mities of ſome they arm with a fiſh-bone as. ſharp as an aw], of 
others with a ſtone as hard as a diamond. One of the parties 
above mentioned diſcovered, on a plain two leagues from the camp, 
ten or twelve Tnatans, among whom was an European, naked and 

= wk 


b 35 
all ſun-burnt, having his arms painted with divers colours, in the 
manner of the Indians, from whom he could not, in the leaſt, be 
diſtinguiſhed. The Savages diſperſed, as ſoon as the horſe attacked 
them, and threw themſelves into a wood, excepting two, who, 
being wounded, were taken: At the fame time, one of the horſe- 
men run with his launce at the European, who cried out, Gentle- 
men, I am a Chriſtian, do not kill me, nor theſe poor people, who haue 
given me life, Hereupon the Indians were called out of the wood, 
with aſſurances of having nothing to fear: They were at length 
prevailed upon to leave it, and all mounting behind the horſemen, 
this detachment returned again to. the camp, where they were re- 
ceived with the univerſal joy and careſſes of the general and the 

whole army. gs f | bes 2 


Hzxz I muſt beg leave to digreſs a little, in order to inform the 
.reader, what adventure brought the Chriſtian above mentioned into 
the hands of the Indians. ; Hes 


Tuts man, whoſe name was Fobn Ortiz, was a native of Seville, 
and born of a noble family. He had ſerved in the expedition under 
- Narvez, about twelve years before, and had the good fortune to 
- eſcape back again to Cuba. Hence he returned to Florida, in a 
brigantine, by the deſire of the Lady of Narvez, in queſt of her 


| - huſband, At his arrival upon this coaſt, meeting with ſome Indians, 


_ . who pretended to have a letter for him from Narvez, he and an- 
- other were raſh enough to land, at their invitation, in oppoſition to 
the advice of the people on board. The Indians immediately ſur- 
rounded them, killed his companion, who offered to make reſiſtance, 
and carried off Ortix to their chief, called Ucita, none on board 
daring to land, to give him any aſſiſtance. The Indian ſentenced 
him to be burnt alive, which had ſurely been his fate, but that a 
- ſudden emotion of pity touched the heart of Ucifa's daughter, who 
. prevailed upon her father to give him his life. Ortia was then ſet 
to guard the temple above mentioned from the wolves, which often 
came to carry off the bodies that were laid there. It happened, that 
- theſe animals ſeized the body of the ſon of an Indian of conſide- 
rable rank: Or7/z purſued — had the good fortune to kill 
| | 2 
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one of the wolves, and recover the carcaſe. This action endeared 
him to Ucita, who began to treat him more kindly. Three years 
paſſed thus, when an Indian chief, called Mocofo, attacked Ucita, 
burnt his village, and forced him to fly to another place he hid by 
the ſea-ſhore. Theſe wild people have a cuſtom of ſacrificing the 
lives of ſtrangers that fall into their hands to evil ſpirits, whom they 
ſuppoſe to be pleaſed with ſuch victims. This fate Ucita deſtined 
Ortiz to; but the ſame girl, who had ſaved him from the fire, 
counſelled him to fly to Mocoſo, who, ſhe ſaid, would treat him 
well, and wanted to ſee him. As he was unacquainted with the 
way, ſhe put him into the road, and returned unperceived herſelf, 
Ortix travelled till he came to a rivulet on the frontier of the domi- 
nions of Mocoſo, where he found two Indians fiſhing. As theſe 
people were at war with thoſe he came ſrom, he was apprehen- 
five they would treat him as an enemy, and the more ſo, becauſe 
he was unable to explain his deſign, and what brought him thither 
to them, neither underſtanding the language of the other ; to pre- 
vent this, he ran to the place where their arms lay, and inſtantly 
_ ſeized them. The Indians, alarmed, flew immediately to the 
town, whence their cries preſently brought numbers of Indians, 
who ſurrounded Ortix, and were upon the point of killing him, 
in vain crying out that He was the Chriſizan of 'Ucita; when, pro- 
videntially, an Indian joined them who happened to underſtand 
his language, and appeaſed his companions by explaining the words. 
of Ortiz to them. Upon this four of the Savages were ſent off 
with the news to Moceſo, who received Ortiz very cordially, and 
- promiſed, if any Chriſtians ſhould arrive in that country, he would 
give him leave to retire with them. Among theſe Indians, Ortiz 
reſided for the courſe of twelve years, and had long deſpaired of 
ever ſeeing another Oy when Macgſo informed him that the 
Chriſtians had made a deſcent at the town of Uciza. Ortiz, at 
firſt, ſhowed a difficulty of believing him; but the Caſſique ſeriouſ- 
ly inſiſted upon the truth of this intelligence, and permitted him to 
go to join them; adding, that, if he did not, he muſt blame him- 
ſelf alone, when the Chriftians were gone, fince the promiſe 
made to him had been performed. Ortiz thanked the Indian in 
the gratefulleſt terms, who, at his departure, ſent ſeveral of his 
12 £ | | people 


dee 
people to eſcort him; and theſe were they, whom the above. - 
mentioned party, from Sofo's army, met. | ole. 


AT his arrival in the camp, the General preſented him with 
cloaths, arms, and a good horſe ; aſking him, at the fame time, 
whether he had no knowledge of any part of this country that 
abounded with gold or filver mines. Ortiz anſwered, that he had 
penetrated only a little way farther than the habitation of Mocgſo, 
but that, at thirty leagues diſtance from his town, dwelt Paracoxi, 
the moſt puiſſant prince of theſe regions, to whom all the other 
chiefs were tributary, and that he could give him ſatisfactory light 
concerning what was enquired after ; moreover, that his country 
was very fertile, and abounded with all the proviſions of life. This 
intelligence was highly pleaſing to Sato, who looked upon it as cer- 
tain, that, in traverſing ſo great an extent of land, he muſt, of 
courſe, find ſome part of it very rich.  - _ 


„ T3842 5 41 #4 Fo I trans: >. | 5 
Arkw days after, Mocoſo paid the Spaniards a viſit, when, in 
a handſome ſpeech, he welcomed the general, and offered him his 
ſervices. Soto received him with ſuitable. returns of civility, and 
made him ſome ſmall preſents; after which he took his leave, 


and went back to his habitation highly ſatisfied. 


7 020 h T „ Bind „%%% tok ys a TT TTES #% | 
... SoTo immediately diſpatched Balthazar de Gallegos, at the head 
of about thirty men, into the province of Paracoxi, to gain infor- 
mation of what Florida farther afforded. At their arrival here, 
they found the caſſique had retired out of the town, but ſent thirty 
Indians, to enquire what they ſought in his country, and wherein 
he could be of ſervice to them? Gallegos thanked him for his 
civility, and teſtified his inclination to confirm a ſincere and laſting 
friendſhip with him; for the ſake of doing which, he deſired him 
to return to bis habitation. The Indian anſwered by meſſengers, 
that he was indiſpoſed, which prevented him from coming. Gal- 
tegos demanded, if they knew any province that produced geld or 
ſilver? They anſwered, he would find one to the Weſt, called 
Cale, which was at war with a neighbouring diſtrict, where the 
Spring bloomed throughout the year, and gold was ſo plenty, fans 
1 | : 
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the people marched againſt thoſe of Cale with helmets made of 
this metal on their heads. But the Spaniſh officer ſuſpecting they 
only made pretences, for the ſake of gaining time, till they could 
betake themſelves to ſome place of ſecurity ; and fearing, if he ſuf- 
fered the Inaian meſſengers to depart, they would not return again, 
put them in irons, and ſent to acquaint Soto of his proceedings; 
upon which the general, leaviag a proper number of men to guard 
the port, marched with all the reſt, joined Gallegos, and, without 
delay, ſet onward to Cale. He found, in his way, ſome ſmall vil- 
lages, and took an Indian for his guide, who conducted them to 
the banks of a very rapid river. Having paſſed this with ſome 
difficulty, Sato, who had headed the advanced guard, ſent to ha- 
ſten the main body; becauſe the journey was long, and he was 
apprehenſive that provifion might fail them. At length, he ar- 
rived at Cale, but found the town deſerted. Here he halted for 
the reſt of the army, now extremely fatigued with hunger and bad 
ways ; for the ground was poor, marſhy in many places, or covered 
with thick woods. All their proviſions were conſumed, fo that 
they were obliged to feed upon beet leaves, thiſtles, and maize, 
which they devoured ſtalk and all; ſo outrageous was hunger grown. 
But the hotſemen Soto had ſent back to them, brought the com- 


forting news, that there was plenty of maize at Cale; all that was 


ripe. of it the general ordered to be cut down, and a ſtore 
was laid up, ſufficient for three months. One of the Indians 
who were taken informed Sofo, that, ſeven. leagues beyond this 
town, there was a province very large and fertile in maize, which 
was called Palache. Whereupon, he ſet off immediately from Cale, 
with a body of horſe and foot, leaving Colonel Leis de Moſcoſo 
to command the reſt, with expreſs orders not to decamp, unleſs 


he ſhould receive a command to do ſo under his hand. 


Dow Ferdinand de Soto left Cale on the eleventh day of Auguſt 
1540, and lay firſt at Hara, next at Potano, then at Utzmama, and, 
on the fourth day, at a place called, by the Spaniurdi, Malapaz. 
Hence he came to a place called Cholupaba; and; after two days jour- 
ney through a deſart country, he arrived at Caliguen. Here it was inti- 
mated to Soto, as he was inquiring concerning the province of Palache, 

| | | . that 
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that Narvez had not penetrated into the country beyond where they _ 
now were, being unable to find either path or habitations : That 
it was more eligible to abandon Florida, and return, than run the 
riſk of periſhing by the Savages, or hunger, in thoſe deſolate 
regions. But the general paid no regard to ſuch remonſtrances : 
On the reverſe, he ordered all-to hold themſelves ready to march, 
and ſent orders for Maſcaſo to join him with the utmoſt expedition. 
This was immediately done, though the troops ſuffered much, in 
paſſing through a country entirely laid waſte by the general, in his 
paſſage through it. FFF „ 


Soo marched from Caliguen, with the whole army, on the 

20th of September, taking the caſſique away with him. In five 
days he arrived at Napetaca, during which the Indians ſeveral times 
applied to him, praying that their chief might be ſet at liberty. 

o whom he anſwered, that he did not intend to detain him by 
force longer, than till he ſhould arrive in the dominions of Uza- 
chil, a chief who was related to the caſſique of Caliquen. Mean- 
while, John Ortiz learned from an, Indian, that they had reſolved 
to aſſemble and attack the army, in order to ſet their chief at liberty 
by force. The general, being apprized of this, ordered all the in- 
fantry and cavalry to arm, and to remain ſo prepared in their quar- 
ters, not to give the. Indians any ſuſpicion, who, to the number of 
400, in arms, were poſted in a wood a little way from the camp. 


Thus ſtationed, they ſent two men to demand their caſſique of the 


governor ; who, taking him by the hand, and talking to him, the 
better to ſatisfy the Indians, advanced near the place where they 
had poſted themſelves; but, obſerving them to be preparing for 
battle, he commanded an alarm to be ſounded ; at which all 
the Spaniards ruſhed out with ſuch fury, that the Indians, ſurpri- 
zed and thrown into confuſion, thought only of flight. Forty' of 
them were killed on the ſpot by the ſpear, and the reſt threw 
themſelves into two neighbouring lakes, where the Spaniards fired 
upon them, as they were ſwimming, though to little effect. 
Soto, not having people enough for both, ſurrounded only one of 
the lakes, out of which the Indians endeavoured to eſcape by ſwim- 
ming ſoftly to the banks in the night, covering their heads with 
" : __ water- 
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water-liliesz: but the horſe; perceiving the water to be put in mo- 

tion, puſhed up to the belly in the lake, and drove them back 
again. A great part of the night having thus paſſed; without any 
repoſe on either ſide, Ortri called out to them to ſubmit to the 
governor, ſince there was no poſſibility of eſcaping: Which they, 
at laſt, agreed to do, compelled by the ſevere cold they felt in the 
water. They all ſurrendered except about twelve, who reſolutely 
determined rather to die in the lake; but the Indians of Paracoui 
threw themſelves in, dragged them out by the hair, and they were 
immediately chained together. All the reſt were divided amongſt 
the Spaniards, to ſerve as ſlaves. The miſery of this ſlavery ' was 
ſo intolerable to thoſe Savages, that they reſolved to free themſelves 
from it; and, for that end, one of them, who acted as interpre- 
ter, undertook to ſtrangle the general, whilſt he was talking with 
him, by throwing both hands at once ſuddenly upon his neck; 
but, in the inſtant of attempting it, Soto ſtruck the Indian upon 
the face ſo furiouſly, as, in a moment, to cover it over with 
| blood. All the Indians were rouſed at this ſignal, and a ter- 
a rible battle enſued; each Savage uſing, for a weapon, the club 
3 with which they bruiſed the maize, or the ſword or launces of their 
maſters, that happened to lie near them, and managed them 

with as much dexterity as the Spaniards themſelves could do; till, 

at laſt, after having given wonderful proof of valour and intrepi- 

dity;' they were overpowered by numbers, and the whole body, 

conſiſting of about two hundred, taken; ſeveral of 'whom were 

faſtened to ſtakes, and ſhot to death by the arrows of the Paracoxi 
Indians. I | JJC 3603 Wo OR WELO0OS08 
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- From Napetaca they marched, on the twenty-third of September, 
and ſoon arrived at'Uzachi, which had been abandòôned by its in- 
habitants, upon the rumour of the flaughter made at the fbte- 
mentioned place. Great quantities of matze, pulſe, and cucum- 
bers, were found in the town. The firſt was as fine as miller, 
and the laſt better than thoſe of Spain! The parties, alſo; that 
were detached to ſcour the country; picked up about roo Pidians, 
who were divided among the ſoldiery, to be uſed for carrying of 

baggage, peeling of maize, and other ſervile offices, in which the 

. | chain 
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chain they were faſtened with, by the neck, did not much hinder 
them. As for the women and children, they were ſuffered to 
unchained, whenever they had come fixty, or a hundred miles, 
from their reſpective homes. Theſe were very ſerviceable, and 
learned Spaniſh in a little time. 4 


Tux general now quitted Uzachil, to go to Palache, and, on the 
ſecond day, arrived at Axille, where the inhabitants did not wait 
to receive him, but retired to a neighbouring wood. He left this 
place the next day, being the firſt of Ocober; and, having thrown a 
bridge over a river that lay acroſs his road, was preparing to paſs 
it with his troops, when the Indians preſented themſelves on the 
other ſide, to diſpute the paſſage; upon which, Soto commanded 
the croſs-bow men to advance, who forced them to retire. The 
whole army then paſſed. over, and arrived, that evening, at Vitacbuco, 
a town, in the province of Palache, which the Indians had ſet fire 
to, and the flames were not yet extinguiſhed, when they entered 
it. This province is well peopled, and fruitful in maize: houſes 
and villages appeared on every ſide, till they came to Anbayca de 
Palacbe, the reſidence of the caſſique, who commanded the whole 
province. The Spaniſb forces were quartered round the town, at 
a ſmall diſtance from which were other villages, whence they drew 
great quantities of maize, cucumbers, beans, and dried plumbs, 
better than thoſe of Spain, The trees which bear theſe plumbs 
grow ſpontaneouſly all over the country. | 1 


Soro, who knew that the ſea was not more than ten leagues 
diſtant, ſent out a party of horſe and foot, who, paſſing by Ocheta, 
fix leagues from their quarters, came to the ſea-fide : They conjec- 
tured, from the bones of horſes and other veſtiges, that Narvez 
had, there, conſtructed thoſe barks in which he was ſhip-wreck- 
ed. As ſoon as the governor was informed of this, he ſent Dan- 
huſco, at the head of thirty horſemen, with orders for the party 
left at Bahia del Efprritu Santo, to ſet out directly for Palache. 

Danhuſco marched with all the ſecrecy poſſible, that he might not 
alarm the Indians, who were now returned to their towns, which 
the Spaniards had paſſed COD and thus, in no more than fix 
4 ; | | OF 5 d ays, 
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days, he artived at the Port. „Here he embarked with all the foot, 
and rowed along the coalt; till he came to Palache, which was not 
till the twenty-fifth of December. The horſe returned with the 
party that were ſent for by the general. 


80,0. having Jeteryiined to diſcover the country on the Weſtern 
belt ordered Maldonado, with a ſmall body of infantry, to march 
ks the ſhore, and to make himſelf acquainted with the harbours, 
if any, thereon. While theſe things were doing, many ſmall ſkir- 
miſhes happened between the Spaniards and Indians, with various 
ſucceſs,” until the time that Maldonado returned, who brought with 
him a native of a province called Ochigſe, ſixty leagues from Pala- 
ehe. He had found there a harbour of good depth, and well ſhel- 
tered, Which was very pleaſing to the ee as he had hopes of 
diſcovering, on this coaſt, ſome country rich in gold. The better 
0 accompliſh this end, he diſpatched Maldonado for warlike imple- 
ments, to the d with orders to meet him at the port of 
Ochaſe, whither he intended to go by land; having determined 'to 
' undertake nothing of conſequence, | before he ſhould have "ad 


that Pee. | e ee 


> byuvr after Maldonado was gone, it b eppede 19 a, | joung Indian 
Was brought before the governor, Wh had been taken at Nape- 
taca: He aſſured him, that it was not from the country above- : 
mentioned, but from his own, called Nwpaha, far diſtant, on the 
Eaſtern coaſt, that he muſt ſeek for gold deſcribing the manner 
likewiſe fo mitutely 3 in which gold Was extracted from the ore, 
- meſted, and refined, that all thoſe in the army, who had been 
conwerfant with the working of mines, declared to Soto, that it was 
impoſſible for him to ſpeak ſo juſtly concerning this buſineſs, unleſs 
he had ſeen it done himſelf: asd thus this relation of this Indian 
"paſſed | fot indubitable truth. Therefore, with minds filled with 
"the ideal riches of e the. Sponiards left Palache on the TIN 
"of Merch. ; * 100903 15147 


Tur general idee every man to hs proviſion with. Bim 5. 
uh leagues of deſert, which they were obliged to carry themſelves, 
as. 
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as the Indian priſoners had, for the moſt part, periſhed. through 
the winter's fatigue, After four days march, they came to a river, 
over which the army paſſed, by the aſſiſtance of a large canoe, 
that enabled them to faſten a great rope acroſs, and, by theſe means, 
to ſtem the rapidity of the ſtream, holding that as they went. 
This buſineſs coſt them the labour of a day and a half; at ſaſt, 
on the eleventh of March, they arrived at Capacbiqui. The Indians 
were every where in arms, falling at times upon the Spaniards 
that ſtraggled, or were detached to get wood, &c. and, when purſued 
by Soto's horſe, they threw - themſelves into the marſhes where 
they were unaſſailable. The general left this place, and arrived at 
Toalli on the twenty-firſt day of the month. The houſes here ap- 
peared very different from any hitherto ſeen by the Spaniardi in 
Florida: They were covered with reeds ranged like! tyles, very 
neatly. The walls were made of poles, interſecting each other ſo 
6 3 9 ad ſeem built of ſtone. and mortar. They ligkt large 
fires in their houſes during the night, which make them ſo warm, 
though the climate is rather cold, that they want no covering. 
The granaries wherein they lay u their corn are raiſed upon four 
poſts, with a floor made of reeds. Theſe people, in their dreſs 
and building, are more civilized than the reſt of the Floridans. 
The deer-ſkins; which they make uſe of for cloathing, are dyed of 
an excellent ſcarlet, and they weave a fine kind of linen out of the 
moſt tender inſide bark of a certain tree. 
511 00 11181 167] en 5511, | 5 | | > : Y'3 Site | 
Tx marched; from|Toalt on the twenty-third of March, and 
approached; the town of Acheſe, the inhabitants of which retired; on 
their approach; but, their caſſique being ſent for by them, appear- 
ed, and addreſſed himſelf to the general in a! handſome ſpeech, 
deſiring to know What he looked for. in their country, and. 
herein he could be of ſervice. Solo thanked him for his civility, 
told bim, that he was ther ſon af the ſun, and that he had left the 
place of his abode, td ſeck the greateſt lord, and the richeſt pr 
vince, which was in that country. The caſſique gave him guides, 
and an interpreter, to lead the army to a diſtrict called 2 : 
This civil behaviour ſo pleaſed the general, that he ſet all the 
priſoners he had taken in his-dominions at liberty. Juſt before his 
1 e / 
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departure, Sto ſet up a wooden croſs in the town, and only told” 
the Indians, that this fign was erected in memory of Teſus Chrift, 
who had ſuffered to ſave us: That he was both God and man, and 
had created the heaven and earth; and that, therefore, they muſt 


look up to chat token with profound reſpect: Which they promi- 


ſed to do. 


On the twenty-fourth of April, the troops arrived at Alaraca, 
and, on the tenth, at Ocuté. The caſſique of this place ſent 200 
Indians to the governor, with ſeveral preſents, and, amon the 
reſt, many dogs, the fleſh of which, for want of other meat, was 
as, much eſteemed in the army as mutton. The Indians are not 
reduced to ſuch ſtraits; for, with their bows and arrows, and by 
the; help of many engines and inventions; of which the Spaniards 

p N 2 5 ere r 
dad a0 knowledge, they kill and take plenty of all ſorts of game. 
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But, even if they had, neither time nor circumſtance permitted the 
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Tux governor left Ocuze on the twelfth of April, after the caſſique 
had given him 400 Indians for ſervice. The army marched then 

to.Cofaqui, and thence to Patgfa, The chief of which aft dif, 
trit, hearing of Soros approach, came to ſee him, and defired his 
friendſhip in a ſet ſpeech, which was anſwered in the moſt obli- 


ging manner. 1 18611. holdovtns 0. a5hod bas 
In face of the country, Ocutt to, Patofa, for the ſpace of 


A 41h s 

» — 21 f = &.3 from e 1 991 * 5 . A 

fifty miles, is very beautiful ; the ſoil rich, and finely watered wich 
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many rivets, and the people of a ſweet and amiable temper; but, 
from the Bahra del Eſpiritu Sa: to the former place, it is low, 
| Li a. renn „„ © 4 $EE- <1 « bo # i $53 aiIIZAi 445.3873 : STEELS 19411" 
ſandy,, marſby, ot covered, with high buſhes ; wherice the "fierce 
and, warlike inhabitants ruſh out, MO ee 1 
— en A Z b 8 3 Y 1 . II. 2 ie 23500 ; 
ſecured. againlt all aſſaults, of :horfe or foot. * - 
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SoTo being upon the point of leaving Patoſa, the Indians of 


that country inſiſted, contrary to the affertion of the young Tupa- 
han above-mentioned, that they had no knowledge of any region 
to the Eaſtward ; but that, to the North-weſt, there was a very 
En | fertile, 
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fertile, and well-peopled province, named Coca. Nevertheleſs, the 
caſſique left it at Soros diſcretion, to take his people, whom he 
gave him for guides, either way he ſhould chuſe. After having 
interchanged marks of reciprocal affection with this good caſſique, 
the general began his march, which continued four days, through 
a road that grew ſtill narrower, and at laſt diſappeared, the Vupa- 


han Indian leading the way. The fatigue of this journey was much 
increaſed, by having ſome large and rapid rivers to croſs. Theſe 

difficulties ſo heightened the general's vexation, that he threatened 

to caſt the young Indian to the dogs, for his treachery in thus deceiv- 
ing him; the army having been on the march for nine days, and 
proviſions growing very ſhort, both for men and horſes. The Indian 
confeſſed he knew not where he was; and this confeſſion would 
have coſt him his life, but that he was the only one of the Furt 


dans who could make hitnſelf underſtood by Fohn Ori. The 


general himſelf, attended by à few ſoldiers, made an excutſibd 
in ſearch of a road, but returned at night, quite diſconcetted; not 


having been able to diſcover the leaſt track of a way, or trace f 


a human habitation,  __ __ e 


2 


* 


Tux next day, a council was held, to determine whether they 


ſhould return or proceed. They were deterred from returning, 
when they conſidered that the country behind them was quite 


exhauſted of proviſion, their own almoſt conſumed, and both mer 


and horſes ſo enfeebled, that it was doubtful whether they would 
be able to reach any place of refreſhment. Moreover, the Indians 
moſt probably, taking advanitige of their diforder, might fall upon 
them. The general, therefore, reſolved to fend out ſeveral par- 
ties, in different directions, to ſeek for ſome inhabited ſpot ; but 
they returned, almoſt tired to death, without any ſuccefs. The 
Ext aye Fore: appointee; Jour Only hr this; eee e, 
courage and Tagacity he yras” well, cla et "Their names were 
Gallegos, who marched up along fide of à neighbouring river tos 
wards its ſource; Danbuſco, who followed the courſe of the ſame xi- 
ver, downward ; Romo, and Labhilb, who advanced different ways into 
the country. In the mean time, the ſoldiers were allowed only half a 
pound of fleſh each day, and owed even this to Soros having brought 
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ſeveral ſwine with him into Fu ida, which produced a great num- 

ber! of pigs. As to the Indians” of Patofu, they were: diſmiſſed 
when proviſions began to fall ſhort, though theſe poor people 
ſhowed? an extreme deſire of ſerving the Chriſtians, and oor 
W at teaving them in” this diſtreſs. a 


Daunusco returned ſoon after, with an account that hos had | 
Siſeovered a town, about twelve leagues off ; news that revived 
the dying ſpirits of the whole army, which decamped on the twen- 
4y-fixth' of April, in queſt of this place, where the general, with 
the beſt mounted, arrived the next day, leaving the reſt to follow 
as faſt as they could: They found in this town, called bythe 
Indians Aymay, a granary full of maize, and took four of the inha- 
bitatits; one of whom, being compelled by threats of inſtant 
Heath in caſe of denial, confeſſed that another town lay at no very 
great diſtance, called Catifachiq ui. Thither the general haſtened, 
and ſeized three Indians on the ee /who'told him that a lady held 
the ſovereignty of this country. Upon which the general ſent to 
offer her his friendſhip, and ſhe, in return, ſent her ſiſter to bid 
him welcome; and, ſoon after, appeared herſelf in a canoe, which 
had an/awning in the poop, ſupported by a launce, under which 
the female caſſique ſat upon two cuſhions, accompanied withila 
number of Indian women, her attendants; and many other canoes. 
Thus equipped, ſhe came to the bank where Soto waited to receive 
her, and addreſſed him in a handſome ſpeech. After which 
ſhe made him many preſents; among the reſt, a pearl necklace, 
the beads of which were of à great ſige; and, ie his Pu. 
ber Ow, ſent wy yy _ a 1 of s D n 


Tris country is very e fertile, af raked Luke 1 
itivers, and no more than two days journey from the ſea, as the 
natives declared. There is not much thicket, but plenty of nut 
and mulberry trees. The people are tawney, well made, and more 
-poliſhed than any they had 'hitherto-feen in Florida. They all wore 
cloaths and dra wers in theit manner. The young Iadian ſo often 
mentioned told the governor that they had now begun to enter into 
the rich country he ſpoke of; and, as he underſtood the language, 

| Soto 


tor rt a7 


mitted bim to be baptized, by the name of Pedro, loofing him from 
the chain which he had dragged all the way hither. All the 
troops were of opinion that this was the proper ſituation for them 
to ſettle, it being ſo advantageous a port for all the ſhips from 
New Spain, Peru, St. Martha, and the main, to carry on their 
traffick in, as it lay in their road to Old Spain; that the land was 
good, and commerce might be there eſtabliſhed with great profit. 
But the general, who had nothing leſs in his head than the treaſure 
of Atabilipa, and hoped to find a like maſs of gold, could not. be 


of great error of judgment: in-quitting this diſtri, would venture 
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his favour, ſhe ordered her Indians to carry the baggage, and her 
commands were every where obeyed with wonderful alacrity. For 
ſeven days, they marched through a Wretehed country to Chalague, 
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the chief of which a {ent two deer-ſkins to Soto, by way of 


4 


4 > 2 „ ha?” 
This province afforded ſo little, that the 
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preſent, at his arrival. /This,/provinc Jed af the 
army left it in a few days, though both men and horſes were ex- 
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"Tus diſtance between Ocut# and Catifachiqui is reckoned to be 
about 130 miles, eighty of which are deſert ; and from the latter 
to Xualla, about 250 miles of mountainous country. During our 
march. thither, the female caſſique eloped, and concealed herſelf 
ſo well in a wood near the road, that the Spaniards could never 
find her. This was a matter of great vexation to the general, 
becauſe he had a deſign to carry her to 2yaxule, where the terri- 
tories of the caſſiques, that did her homage, end. She had alſo taken 
with her a caſket made of reeds, containing pearls of great value. 
They learned, afterwards, that ſhe was at Xualla, with an Indian 
man that ran off with her, and who cohabited with her as à huſ- 
band ; and that both had reſolved not to return to the Spaniards 
again, but to go back to Catifachiqui,  _ | 1 


IN five days time, the army arrived at 2yaxulla ; which province, 


like the reſt of this country, is but ill provided with maize: The 


eneral was, therefore, obliged to ſend an Indian to the caſſique of 


Cbiaba, deſiring him to collect a quantity of maize in his country 


for the uſe of the army, which deſigned to refreſh there for a 
few days. Two days after, in the way to Cunaſaqua, Soto found 
twenty Indians, each laden with a panier of mulberries, which they 
preſented to him. Through the Whole extent between this diſtrict 


and Catifacliqui, gteat quantities of mulberry, nut, and plumb 


trees, grow, and bear, without culture, as fine fruit as thoſe Which 


are reared with care in our gard ens eue 
A V r Hear abit £57 
AFTER five days march from this place, through a deſert, fifteen 
Indians met the governor, near Chiaha, with a large quantity of 
maize from the HP ; who acquainted him that there was much 
more at his ſervice, together with himſelf, his people, and country. 
The general, in return, aſſured him of his gratitude and affection. 
The Spaniards found here lard, which the natives ſaid was bears- 
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them back to their duty. The general, upon this, ſet out, at 


to offer his ſervice to Soto, who enquired of him, whether he knew 
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having, before, never obſerved any» bees there. 
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kat, and likewiſe ſome honey, tie firſt they had ſeen in Floride'; 


Tux town was ſituated: upon the bank of a river, which, dividing 
itſelf into two branches, formed a little iſland, ſomewhat more than 
4_ mile long, and two;bow-ſhots acroſs. The land, on each ſide, 
was ſown with rice. The army incamped round the town, under 


trees, at a diſtance from each other, and without order. This irregu - 


larity was ſuffered by the general, in conſideration of the fatigue which 
both the men and horſes had undergone, for ſome time paſt, without 


having had leiſure to:refreſh/ themſelves. And, indeed, it was well for 
the: Spaniards that theſe Indians were a pacific people, they being, 
at preſent, in a very bad condition for 5 themſelves: But, 
as every thing ſpoke peace, the ſoldiers let their horſes graze, during 
the night, in the; e near the camp, where, the paſturage 
being admirably good, ſoon made them grow very plump. 


Tux general allowed the army thirty days, to repoſe themſelves 
here; at the end of which, he was raſhly 8 upon to deſire, 
of the caſſique, thirty Indians, to carry the baggage. The caſſique 
replied, that he would propoſe the thing to the principal Indians; 
but, before he could return an anſwer, the inhabitants, and all their 
families, fled. The general would have purſued them, had not 
the caſſique preſented himſelf before him, and, in a pathetick man- 
ner, accuſed his people for their diſobedience; offering his own 
ſervice,. to aſſiſt him as a guide, in ſeeking them, and bringing 
the 
head of ſixty men, horſe and foot, and was conducted to an iſland, 
formed by the river to which thoſe people had retired, to avoid the 
attack of the cavalry. An Indian was ſent to tell them, they might 


return, without danger, to their habitations, ſince nothing was 


demanded of them, but ſome few of their number to carry the 


5 


Indians agteed to this condition, and returned 
gh, 5 f l 8 6 Sivan FF ; f l | | I% . 


baggage. Th 


WariL theſe things were tranſacting, the caſſique of erin came 


of 
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of any rich or fertile country? He anſwered, that, more to the 
North, there lay the province of Chiſcu, where copper was found, 
and another metal purer and livelier, which, though more 
beautiful than the former, was yet not much uſed, becauſe it was 
ſofter. Charmed with this relation, Soto determined to make for 
Cbiſca: But, being informed that mountains interpoſed, craggy, 
and impenetrable to cavalry, he thought of avoiding the direct 
road, and to paſs ſome way about, if poſſible, through a peopled 
country, where both men and horſes might find better ſubſiſtence, 
and he more perfect intelligence. To accompliſh this the eaſier, he 
diſpatched two Spaniards to Chiſca, with an interpreter, and ſome 
Indians acquainted with the country, who. were to meet him at an 


Soto now took leave of the caſſique of Ohiaba; and, having 
made him ſome prefents, with which he was greatly pleaſed, march- 
ed for Acoſte, where he arrived on the twelfth of July; and, ha- 

ving pitched his camp at a ſmall diſtance from the toun, entered 

it himſelf with eight guards. The caſſique received him with 


much civility ; but, as they were converſing, a few Spaniſb ſoldiers 
entered the town, in queſt of maize; and, not finding any to their 


| liking, they began to ranſack for it in the houſes; which ſo pro- 
voked the Indians, that they fell upon the foldiers with clubs, and 
beat them ſeverely. Soto ſaw his danger; the natives were en- 
raged, and his perſon in their hands: On this occaſion, therefore, he 
deigned to diſſemble, though very diſagreeable to his nature; and, 
ſnatching up a ſtick, ran, immediately, and aſſiſted the Jadiant to 
beat the Spaniards; diſpatching, at the ſame inſtant, a man to the 
camp, with orders for the horſe to advance, well armed. Then, 
taking the hand of the caſſique very affectionately, he drew him, 
inſenſibly, while con verſing, into a path in fight of the army; du- 
ring which, the horſe, advancing. in file, ſutrounded, and carried 
both him and his Indians into the camp; where the general, con- 
fined them, and declared they ſhould. not regain their liberty, un- 
til they had furniſhed the army with guides, and thoſe Spaniards, 
who were ſent to Chiſca, ſhould: have returned in ſafety. 


THyREmn 
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Tur days aſter; they returned! wittenewꝛs that the waz 
wherein the Indians cod ucted them, as the beſt; was ſo miſerab 5 | 
rugged, and the country ſo barren, that no army could poſiibly 
warch through it; and, therefore; feeing it would be to no pur- 
poſe to proceed, they had refolved to turn back again. Upon 
this intelligence, the army quitted Acoſte, and marched to Tay and 
the caſſique having furniſhed them with guides, was ſet at liberty. 
They arrived at the laſt mentioned place on the ninth of Fly ; 
the caſſique of which received them kindly, and allowed them 
ome Indrons to carry the baggage. For fix days, they marched 
over the lands of che caffique of Ceſa, at u hich place they arri ted 
on the ſixteenth of July. This chief, fitting upon a litter car- 
ried on the ſhoulders of his moſt conſiderable ſubjects, came out of 
the town to meet the general. His robe was made of martins {kins : 
He wore upon his'head: YG of diadem, made of feathets 2 and, 
as hie advanced, ſeveral "Taditens' ſang round him, playing; „at the 
fame time, upon inſtrurients. He addreſſed himlelf very Sevi do 
the general, who thanked him; and they entered the town together 
with great joy. The eaſſique complimented the general and army 
with the uſe: of tlie houſes ef the town, and the granaries, in 
Which were plenty of maize, beans, Cc. The country was 
£ well peopled; that the towns ſeemed” to be planted amidſt the 
<orn-helds. The many rivufets, that water the land, contribute 
greatly to its beauty, making fine paſturage ; and their banks are 
Jontnd with vines, that climb up to the tops of the trees; among 
which plenty are found that bear the quran COP a Aer as 
"__ rojo ok the re Ne ines | 
0 Ah raba re SW had: Be cdi -to wo Py pen ne 
Indian princes, and ſtill t& catry one with him, until he entered 
the terfitories of anether; making uſe of the natives, that choſe to 
follow their chiefs, for the fervice of tlie army, and diſmiſſing them 
all when he came to a different ovince: But the Indians of Cie 
were not ſo tractable, © Unable t bear the thought of ſeeing their 
chief in confiuement, they all edits the woods; and it was not 
N ns nen n much ſeverity, that Sbto humbled them 
| Re {0 
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ſo far as, at the intereefſion/0faticir'own cafſique, to ſubmit to the F-- 
dong! of WE "gw wider. 7" he's 5 158 _ we 202166 


Bord left Coſe on the Warren ef of Auguſt tan esd, firſt to! ; 
Tallimuchaſe, and thence to Tava, where he was obliged to wait 
a few days, for the decreaſe of water in a river, which had over- 
flowed its banks. He then continued his march to Ulliba/li, where, 
from the hoſtile appearance of the natives, he imagined they had 
bad deſigns. This was ſufficient to keep him upon his guard during 
the time he ſtaid in their town, which was ſituated on a rivulet, 
and palliſadoed about. On the other ſide of the ſtream, dwele- 
- thecaſſique,- who, being ſent for by Sato, came, without reſiſtance, 

and — him ſeveral male and 3 Indians for „ee er 

MH nl „ rern 
„nE 8 Cunard heck lente to Toa. Pievesdmg at the mites! 
about fivè or ſix leagues a-day, when in à pëëpled country; but with 
all expedition poſſible, when traverſing a deſert. From? 2 in five” 
days, they came to Talliſe, a large town, with a well- cultivated coun- 
try about it. In this place Soto diſmiſſed the caſſique of Co/z, and” 
took what Indians he wanted at Talliſe. After repoſing here twenty 
days, he ſet out, with the army, for Taſcalura, where he encamp . 
eck in a wood, near the reſidence of the caſſique, and ſent Leis de 
% to give him notice of his arrival; who found the caſſiqque 
in u balcony before his houſe, upon cuſhions; placed on à carpet, 
and ſurrounded by Indians, at a little diſtance from him: The moſt 
conſiderable of whom ſtood 'neareſt'ts him; and one of them held 
an umbrella, made of deer-ſkin, over His Bend, to defend him from 
the fun about the fize of a target, and ſo beautifully coloured, 
that, at a diſtance, it looked like taffety. This caſſique had render- 
eck himſelf very terrible to his neighibours, and bis dominions ex- 
tended very wide, and over well-peopled countries. He was of a 
great ſtature, ſtrongly built, and finely prop rtioned. + As — 
Msfeoſs- had made his addreſs to Him all t e horſemen; Who at- 
tended, made ſeveral paſſadoes to and 1 duſbing! ſometimes al- 
moſt to where the caſſique was ſitting. He obſerved them with a 
fixed gravity. Meanwhile, the general arrived; and, ſeeing the 
W made no motion to meet him, went up, and took him by - 
the 


; 
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the handing both then ſat down together upon the hench, on the 


balcony, where the caſſique addreſſed Sata in a ſet ſpeech, and of- 
fered his ſervices. The general thanked him, and gave him to un- 


derſtand, that he ſhould 2 under eee aer den with him. 


HRW 0 be 1 d N \\ NN 
gy ibs two days K e 7 — plane; . aug 1 
Piache, a town ſituated upon a large river, over which they paſſed! 


by, the help of rafts, made of reeds. Soon after, a Spaniard, pur- 


ſuing an Indian woman, who had eloped into a wood, was killed, 


or-taken by the Indians: Upon which, the general threatened the 


caſſique with perpetual loſs; of liberty, * the panty 4: WAS not pro- 
duced. He, alarmed ata this, ſent to Maville, a large Indian town 
in their road, under pretence of ordering them to, Prepare; neceſ 
faries for the army; but, in reality, the purport of this meſſage was, 
to order the caſſique of chat place, who was his vaſſal, to aſfemble 
all the; Indians, in order to fall unexpectedly upon the Spariardi: 
Soto, with the advanced. guard, arrived at Mavuille on the Eighteenth. 
of. Oftober,, where he met a, ſoldier, - that he had ſent to obſerve the. 
motions of the Indians, Who informed him, that ſome bad, deſign 
ſeemed to be on foot, becauſe he had ſeen a great number of, the. 
natives enter the town in arms, and that they laboured very hard 
to ſtrengthen the palliſadt made about it. Soto, however, could not 
be perſuaded to incamp, but reſalved to enter the town; Where he. 
was received, by the caſſiq ue; With the ſound of inſtruments. Eight 
of his guards, and a few, horſemen, attended him on foot, As ſoen 
ag he had ſeated. himſelf nia baleony, the caſſique of Taſcaluca en. 
deavoured to perſuade him to proceed no farther; but, perceiving, 
he, was, not likely, to ſucceed therein, nor to withdraw himſelf, from 
confinement, he retired to a houſe where many of the natives were 
aſſembled, and would not return; though the general ſent for him. 
ſeyeral times; but, at length, fiercelꝝy anſweredi that he would not. 
quit the place Where e proceed any farther: That) hes 
1 Soto tor go, while be might,“ in pegce, and not preſume dai 
thipk,of, OuTJipg: him forclblyun ct l deminians, H Bein bobs 
a 41 } OH es pts $111 S199 0) Hom 
1. ak general perceiverle by the haughty ee e of the Indians 
chief, that he had forces at hand, and, abe, reſolved to ſee. 
| what 
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what civility would do, and whether he could ſooth him into com- 
phate: But the Indint turned from him, with a proud and con- 
remptuovs air, nor Would, afterwaids; either fee, or ſpeak to him, 
nor hearken to any pröpofitibn Rn im. In this ſtrait, Se cal- 
led 18 an Indiam of Tome confetiente, that happened to paſs by, 
and deſirecdd him to acquaint the caſſique, that he was quite at fi 
Þerty'to.depart, provided he would grant him a guide, and ſome 
Hidians for ſervice : But, This man refuſing to take the meſſage, 
a Spaniſb officer, ſtanding by, ſeized him by the cloak, upon which 
aſtruggle enſued, when the enraged Spaniard laid him dead 770 

the ſpot. This action rouſed the Indiuns; and out they all ruffied 
from their houſes, ſending great flights of arrows at the general 
and his people. n on ant ment ne n 
Nan BOF 11: 


Sorbo was ſenſible how vain it would be to reſiſt, and, therefore, 


n . . . gig Fort 5 + ; + # ”, 
determined to fly for it; in doing which, himſelf and the reſt were 
wounded, and five out of the number ſlain. The Jidians drove 


5 Fe ! V f 1 8 


round, and charged, at the head of ſome cavalry; and, having 


"= 3.x” 


ther they'ſhould ſtorm the town, ot only beſiege it, as the attack 
would prove very dangerous: But, the former method being reſol- 
ved upon, Sots ordered all the beſt armed to diſmount, and, ha- 


ving formed them into four battalions, marched directly to the 
gates of the town. The Indians, reſolving to die rather than turn 
their backs, with much intreaty, prevailed upon the caſſique to re- 
tire, and take with him all that was found moſt valuable among the 
baggage of the Spaniards. The governor being apprized that In- 

dians were ſeen flying out of the town, ſurrounded it on all fides, . . 
in order to ſet it every where on fire, and oblige the inhabitants to 
fight in the open field. The ſignal was then given to engage, and 
a horrible carnage enſued at the entrance of the gates; for, 
the Indians behaved fo. bravely, that they repulſed the Spaniards 
ſeveral. times. However, the monk and clerk, above-mentioned, - 
were reſcued, though at the expence of the lives of two brave 
ſoldiers, who ran rt to their aſſiſtance. The fight laſted ſo 
long, that the Spaniards, being quite faint with toil and thirſt, 
retired to drink at a pool, cloſe to the palliſades, where they 
ſwallowed almoſt as much blood as water. They then returned, 
and made ſo furious a charge upon the Indians, as put them in ſuch 
diſorder, that the general, with his horſe, broke into the town, - 
and the ſoldiers ſet fire to the houſes. The miſerable inhabitants, 
every where beſet, both within and without, urged by.deſpair, fought 

hand and hand with the Saniardse, but with great diſadvantage; 
the latter mowing them down. ſo furiouſly with their broad ſwords 

that multitudes threw themſelves into the flames, and were con- 
ſumed to aſhes. 2,500 Indians periſhed, on this occaſion, by fire 

and. ſword. Of the Spaniards were loſt eighteen, together with 

all the baggage, cloaths, pearls, .and valuable ornaments of the 

army, all which were entirely deſtroyed in the fire, being forgotten 
in their ardour to accompliſh this enterprize, though the ſuccels of 


+ 


it could hardly recompenſe ſuch loſs. . 1 


Urom this account, Soto, though he had learned that Maldanado 
was at Ochuſe, ſeven days journey diſtant, forbid Orti to publiſh + 
the news in the army; having. determined, fince he had loft. the 
moſt valuable of his acquilitions, to give no intelligence concerning 
himſelf, until he ſhould have led his people into ſome rich country, 


that would pay them for their diſappointments... | 


4. | 5 „ ON 
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Ox the eighteenth of November, therefore, after ſtaying a month 
in this fertile countey for the fake. of the wounded, the governor 
p: and marched, through. a, deſert region, into the 


v7 


broke, nne Fara dc int 
province of Pafallpya,z in paſſing through which, they were ſtop- 
ped, by a river, lined with Ludiant on. the oppoſite ſhore : How- 
eve by the help of a boat, which they ah in four days time, 
Soto ſent over thirty men, armed, who, notwithſtandirig the threats 
of the Indians, landed; which ſo terrified the Savages, that they 
-inftantly retired to the cover of the reedy - marſhes. The whole 
army then croſſed it, and found towns, on the other ſide, ſtored 
+ with; maize, beans, -&c. From hence, marching five days through 
- a geſert, another river occurred, where the Indians, once more, 
| ſtocd ready to diſpute the paſſage : But Sorg, chuſing to avoid an 
N engagement, ſent an Indian to demand peace of their caſſique. In- 
: ſtead of granting which, they ſlew his meſſenger, and. retired, ſet- 
5 ting up loud cries. The paſſage being thus 1255 the army came 
} to Gena on the eighteenth of December, where the governor was 
obliged to winter, the cold growing too ſevere for the army to 
proceed. ; 1 33 


; Turs was a fine fertile country. One of the Indians they took 
7 here perſuaded the general, to ſend for the caſſique in a friendly 
| manner; Who came, accordingly, and offered his ſervices and ſub- 
jęects to Sato, bringing with him two other Indian chiefs, who pre- 
3 ſented the general with a great number of mantles and ſkins, He 
of Chicaca came frequently to viſit Sete, who. lent him a horſe for 


nf 
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Ge, chat they uſed frequently, „ afterwards, to kill, and ſteal 
the pigs, by night, from the houſes where they were kept, at a 
ſmall. diſtance without the camp; till, at laſt, the general was obli- 
ged to put two of them to dea ider were taken, in order to deter 
the reſt. On the other hand, ſome violence" having been offsted 
to the Indians, by a few Spaniſh horſe, near the ſpot where the 
caſſique refided, Soro, as ſoon as, he heard it, ordered: the ſoldiers 
to be ſeized, and condemned two of them to death : Which ſen- 
tebce would moſt certainly have been executed, (the general being 
inflexible, and the Indians arriving, at the ſame time, with te- 
monſtrances againſt them <to Soro, upon this account, from the 
caſſique) bad not the addreſs of Ortix, at the inſtigation And 
ſolieitation of ſome noble . dexterouſly changed che 
urport of the Indians meſſage, by making it, according 49 
fs interpretation to Soto „ in the concluſion, deſire their ce 
don ud 4 favour. On WE ber fide, Ortiz aſſured the B 
that the offenders were in cuſtody, and that the general would pu- 
niſh them in a en eee manner. 915 theſe means, they 
e. 0 | 3 9 


Tar governor. Joo | ined to leave Chicacs in March, 

denz ande Tndians,” for feryice, of the caſſique, which the latter 
romiſed to propoſe to his people: But Soto perceiving, after he 
had yepeated his demands, that he only ſought to elude him, and 
was meditating ſomething fatal, ordered Maſcgſo to keep 4 good 
guard all that Kh ; which was yet, unhappily, neglected. The 
general's ſuſpicion was but too well- grounded. The Indians fell 
upon the Spaniards, in the night, from ſeveral quarters, with their 
horrible war- hoop, and ruſhed into the camp, even with their 
own centinels, ſo that the town was half on fire by the time the 
noiſe of the enemy was heard, owing to the 'cowardly behaviour 
of the advanced guard, WhO ſuffered the Indians to 2 it 

without reſiſtance, where they waited for the Spaniards, as they 
leaped out of the houſes, unarmed, blinded with the ſmoke, and 
pierced them with their arrows;©-The diforder and confuſion was 
ſuch, that a general panic ſeized the whole army, and prevented them 


from making head againſt the + us But it FRY providence not 


n 
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them. ' Thihgs being in this ſtmuation, Sero was the only mam who 


advantage; on the'reverſe, they 
imagined” 17 5 Wiek Waere Jooſe Front their Haltet, and 
through the ſtreets, to be quad rons forming to chiarge 


15 ger on Borſebick ; and' pufhing, with one attendant, towards 
| „ few, with” his launce, the firſt he met wWitk ; but as, 
in 55 at fotder, is horfe' had not been well faddled, the force of 
hi O own blow threw him to the ground: The danger of the go- 
vetnor drew many, immediately, to his aſſiſtance; even of thoſe 
who \ were flying ; and, the ni at continuing, deceived the imagi- 
Dation of the Tndians, WhO ſtill miſtook the trampling they heard 
for troops , ready to attack them. This flackened their fury, 
and they tetired from the town, Rich Rene entirely confutned, 
has tall 4 KA vo the Spantards ds, from the SOR of 
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e ne periſhed on this Seesen ah More others 
were much hurt by the flames: Fifty Horſes; and four hündted 
Pigs, were burnt. Great part of the army had loſt their clothing, 
as well as their arms, in the fire; and ſuffered exceedingly from the 
Bey of the weather, till a certain foldier invented à covering for 
imſelf, made of dry'gr raſs woven together; which; though, at firſt, 
it ſerved for matter ofa ughter, proved ſo uſefül, that they all were, 
at laſt, glad to wear the wy he ſort of cloathing! In this condition, 
had the Indians repeated their attack immediately, they muſt have 
entirely deftroyed them. The general thought proper toe move his 


camp & where the caffique ended, and found, in that place, very 


fine alh-trees, of which the army made launoes, as good as thoſe 
of Bi cay ; 5.8 by the force of induſtty and contrivance, the caval- 
ty, in e eight days time, was ann ff mat e ready ber gelen. e 
| nn Mein "i 

ON, the fifteenth of 11 51 before day- breaks! — e 
returned to the attack. 'Provi entially, the Spanitrds were now 
in a condition to receive them. As tfie alarm was given in proper 
time, the governor and the cavalry wete on their Horſes in an in- 
ſtant, and agen the Hidians To furiouſly, that they fed with pre 


cipitation, leaving forty of their number dead upon the plain. Some 
1 | priſoners. 
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x priſoners wore taken” whoa they kept for e and marched, 


on the twenty-fifth of Apnil, for Alimamu,” where they found but 


lietle maize. The general, therefore, detached :Danhuſco, with a 
paxty of horſe and tqot,” to ſeek” proviſions, having a deſert ſoon to 
pafs of ſeven days journey. This partizan found a ſtrong palliſade, 
_ Whete'the Indians waited for the Spaniards 5: He ſaw them walking 
there with their arms, and their bodies painted with various colours, 
diſpoſed i in bands and fillets about them: Some had plumes, others 
horns, upon their heads; their viſage blackened; and their eyes tinged 
with red, to render them more hideous. In the moment the Spa- 
niards were obſerved by them, they ſent up the war-hoop, and 
 Fuſhed ont to meet them. - Danbuſcto ranged his foot with tlieir 
croſs-bows and thields, before the ee and thus ſtood ready 


to receive the Hadiuns, Who advanced to fkirmiſh in ſmall parties. 


The general, who preſently came up; reſolved to drive the enem 
from this poſt. The cavalry were ordered to diſmount, and attac 
the pallifade in four diviſions: © Their ſhock was bravely ſuſtained 
by the Þ:dians; but, at length, being very roughl charged, they re- 
tired acroſs the ſtream, and defended the paſſage, by pouxing over vaſt 


flights of arrows upon the Spaniards ; who, not being able to find a 


ford; were forced to retreat, ſeveral of them being wounded upon the 
bceafion, and ſome killed. The general was blamed in this af- 
fair, for not having better confidered the ground, and 17 here 
to-fotd: the river, mes he had attackec the eee e 
6 21. i 4 
How d vey: FAY e the wooded: night 
white repoſe, ſearcity of proviſion obliged the governor to decamp, 
and march to Qui gui, their way to which lay, for ſeven da ys, 
through deſerts, marſhes, and woods. The Indians of this plain 
Having no notice of ſueh a viſit, were all ſurptized in their houſes; 
and, among others, the mother of the caſſique was taken, of 
TF hich Soo fent advice to her ſon, promiſing to deliver her up, and 


the reſt likewiſe, if lie would come to him. The Indian an eres, : 


that he would not, unleſs they ſhould be delivered vp firſt. This 
Soto, to humour him, conſented to, in conſideration that the a 
was quite ſpent with hunger and fatigue, and diſmiſſed the chief 


mother in the moſt obliging manner. On the next day, inſtead | 
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ſix of the principal ones came to the camp, and told the ge- 
neral their errand was to view the people he had brought: That | 
they had heard from their anceſtors. of a white people, who were 
to conquer their country, and, therefore, their chief had fent them 
to preſent his ſervices, and-ſome-mantles and ſkins, to the general. 
After which they returned, and the Spauiardt heard no more of 
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Tur 2 now advanced to the Ria le Grand, where there was 
plenty of maize, a good ſtation: for a camp, and no want of wood 

for building boats to paſs over. Soon aſter they had pitched here, 

ſome Indians landed, and told the general, that they came to give 
him notice, that their maſter, a great caſſique, lord of a large ex- 
tent of country on the oppoſite ſhore, intended to viſit: him: 

Which he did, in effect, attended by 200 canoes filled with Indians, 

armed: and painted, after their mander, and adorned with feathers 

of afl colours. That which carried the caſſique had a pavilion at 
the poop, under which he fat. All theſe boats ranged themſelves 

near the bank of the river, whence the eaſſique addreſſed Soto ĩn a 

very polite manner, and ſent him ſame canoes, laden with : fiſh; 

and a. ſort of cakes made of paſte af plumbs. To this civility Sara 
replied with many thanks ; beſeeching him, at the ſame time, to 
land: With which requeſt, though often. moſt preſſingly repeated, 
neithen he, nor his people, could be prevailed upon to comply. 

But, from all their motions, it very plainly appeared, that they 
lay upomthe watch to ſurprize the Sani ardi, had they found them at 

all off their guard: An omiſſion the had paid too dearly. for already, 

to be guilty at again. Meanwhile, the boats they had been build- 
ing, to tranſport the army over. the river, were finiſſied; and the 
general embarked, on board of them, itwelve horſemen of approved 

valour, to try the paſſage; hu, ſetting off about a quarter of a 

league above the camp, becauſe the ſtream was very ſtrong, rowed 

till they came within bow- ſhot of the oppoſite ſhore, where, en- 
tering on horſeback into the water, they ſoon found a firm ſandy 
| ſhore 


ro ‚RRN D | | 6 


A ar of. a 3 232 wy conn and 
the.;general,, with the whole army, croſſed over before /ſun-ſet. 
The: river here was. 9 80 2 ie and bb over, T_T As bay and 


eee, e abe pa b OI e 
ba e eee eee eee ee 
Far army 05 crolled this water, * lars elt 4 32 7 
found themſelves in the province of Quixo. Soto then detached a 
party to bring the boats up to a town, upon the banks of the river, 
abandoned by the! natives on their arrival, where the army in- 
camped; but, as the courſe was not direct, and they were obliged 

to make many turns, the Iudiam, WhO well knew the navigation, 
attacked them with flights of arrows; and, being both fear 

ful of e themielves to the main ſtream, and in danger of 
deſtruction, if they kept near the ſhore, their diſtreſs was very 
great, till the ctoſs bow mien arrived, who were n PI the genes 
ral to affiſt them. 9 i | 8. tag | Nt Tron 4 10 21 
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according to the report of the: Indians, ae, upon that of Chi/ca, 
where that metal was tobe found, which the governor took to be 
gold. In their woyz they came to a ſmall river; but, as it had 
overflowed.; the banks, tha troops were obliged to march through 

till ſun- -ſetringy/ as high as the waiſt: At length, they 


ADS; VAT 
peri ce great joy, upon firm ground; and, the day aſter, 


they came to the province of Caſfui. This country is higher, and 
drięr; than any they had hither̃to ſound. It abounds. with nut, 
mulberry, and plumb- trees, which were as: flouriſhing as any. 
aur beſt cultivated gardens : For the land produces but fem briars 
and thorns. TWO. days: march the army precteded into this pro- 
vince, eee e eee of the caſſique, 
10 whom the general made -OVELTUTEs \/ af peace and friendſhip; 

which were anſwered, by thaughief, i in terms kighly fatĩsfactory. 


The Indians here did not, abandun the towns through- which the 


army paſſed, but received tem . hene wats zy. * aller 
Sata bs n Sc. . Act ko 16 | N 1 Os 
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Wait ide general vas enten Bere, the Gffiqus preſented 
tws blind men to Him, deſiring him, ae was che lohn of the ſun, 
and 1 pufffant à lord, to cure them, T0 this Stb replied, that 
the Matt et whom He ſerved; who! dwelr itt the heavens whieh” he 
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N them 
f the *Cliriftians 
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BV e Indian, Soto Was formic chi way to Pa- 
caba 33 4 lake, which formed a Rind of gulph in' the Nb 
Grand, or Be teat river adding, that he- would fend Trftjr before 
Hit; ec build a bridge ober it for the p e of theUtinly "which 
be actually did, and the bridge was finiſhed "when the Zovernor 
4tfivet at the banks of this kate, the current through: which' was 
both deep and rapid,” The bridge was built of girtlers, / 
trees planted upright in the water, with ſtakes Agent c 8 for 
thoſe that were paſſin to EE by, The caſſique joined them here, 
r Fs 2. h arch Aug pf erden Rk SH do "HE Sade: 
of che province 'of 7 5 8 e of which bei rays pe enmity 
with char of 6 ga the re nt him promiſe 
8 he we im his friendffup. Tlie Pale r . — 
d*this \effap ge with rey Pick And retited '\yith his 1 — into the | 
woods. ” Sexo follbwed'them," with alf the cavalt y, "ſotite 
in à town not fat diſtant. He delivered theſe 2 75 5 into the 
hands of the Tahant of © ui, WhO were tick mortified at bel 


ono a ors Ha LEG 13487 
ren N ORgpers my 1 411 inner bag * rracliues 
Tl grab tera 105 the” therm af Puuh on the "nineteciith 
une, and lodota' in the caſiquts Houſe, which was large, pat- - 
1 oed about, af "fortified wich turrets; pierced with holes för 
ſhodting throus h, The country adjacent was coveret with tija 78 
_ ſeveral well -Fortified towns appeared at different CE 
ue of Caſqur ufidertook' to deliver him of Pacaba into 
31700 hands; 55 A wi rf om Which, He* ordered the carrots up ej = 
river, and came himſelf, by land, to the army, attended by many 
of his ſubjects. After ſome ſearch, the Indians in the canoes diſ- 
nn 5 covered | 
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overed che Pacaban and his pebopleß in à little iſland upon which» 
 tiveori fig Spun a entered! into a cande, to take a view of them» 


ho being feen by the Wake thieh \'magined-all in the ſeveral 


eunses to be 15payrards alſd ; ick fo terrified them, that, although 
Foo 63000 in number, they threw themſelves into the water 


Ih, fech precipitation, that many of them were drewned. The 


Hidihns, as we as Spaniards, oo great bobty on this acceſion 

bit the former, fearing leſt 'the Snamaruriſhouid make fee with 

thefts, leided their cances;and'(fermined to the caffque of :Gafqui, 

without! taking leave of the general. Incenſed at this uſage, Solo de- 

termined to join the caſſique of Pauaba; and; ſot this end, immedi- 

ately mide overtutes ts him of friendſhip and protection, defiring, 
at the Tate time, to ſec him. Which requeth, -after ſoms cheſita- 


tion; he com plicch wir came, attended by many d hi ſubjects, 


and devoted: — 2 and peopls to the generabs ſetvice : In neturn for 
which, all the Pacaban priſoners of note, who had been taken, were 
ſet at liberty. my the A. following, a meſſenger arrived at the 
camp from the caſſi ir of” Caſhui, implorit an the moſt 
| Koi pr the raſty ſtep his 
_ ranted;” only opon Condition that the: C,. Ahe ſhould 
spes wr hoon rang was:done; the governor Was 
Aeg to terminate differences betweer th two caſfliques; and, for 
that end, aro Tn both cat together at his table; w hioh had: the 
Geſffed effect. I q En 185 Hit N En Bt! 2 1 ei13at; oct! 
ART Ou NN 10 911 .* 701641 * 1 "bi 222 Aci. £ ũ12 1 2 in 
7 Perth ele tranſactions, thirty horſemen! Baiba off to- 
wards Caleca, to find, that Way; a road to Chriſte; but they returned, 
after ſeven days march through a deſert,” without: having: had any 
ſucceſs, and almoſt dead with fatigue and hunger, Soto, perceiving 
the country” teh the. fiorth"to be ſo por und beit ren, mf dirnCted by 
"the Tndidhs to great" province,” lying: fourhward uf, abe, exlled 
| ate; and abeunding wee ind of pode. Wu 
*. Th 2% Ait 6 * (1474 Kaz 3 27 Seis es: Hand e 5 31 
110 price repole of Forty days, eee ee ee. 
Hes died wikr esch ether in kindneſs: de the general; he any 
its march back again through e to Neugate, where it 
red e on the fourth of * This was the laigeſt ton the 


e had taken, which 


Spaniards 
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Shana in bag bers in all J bot Sort, having reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect the ' Hadiant, WhO had quitted!/ite+ burnt; that part of it 
which was not occupied by his: people," fearing it might ED, 
prove à cover for the enemy. The cafſique had fled to the woods, 
whence he was taken, but ack without great difficulty, and in- 
formed the general, that, do the: North-caſt, the provinee of Cult 
goa was ſituated, at the. foot of the tountains. Soto, and all the 
army, took it for granted that they ſhlould find, beyond theſe 
mountains, the wealthy country they expected, and reſoſved, there- 
fore, to march to Coligog. 80, leaving the chief of the laſt pro- 
vince in his town, they took an Butan for their conductor, who 
led them through woods for ſever days: The worſt circumſtance 
in which was the marthineſs of the 8 they were ſome- 
times obliged to ſleep in the water. Theſe marſhes were ſo full of 
fich, that the ſoldiers could eee eee en pleaſed with 
their hands. 5 OE 1 s of e leni 5 n 9019 N 
| e 418 301;031a9 +1 SEE: 2 15 Tp 
Tus people of Ce had 19/advieb-of:the anny's; roach, 
t was cali had that they threw: e "a 


and fo grea 
ſtream which ran by their habitationz but the S 
them on every ſide, took a great number of tl | 
and women. From Qyigate to the town of Cokgen the diſtance is 
about forty leagues, and the latter is ſituated at the foot of a 
mountain. The land around it is rich, and produces ſo much 
maize, that the inhabitants uſually throw the old away, to make 
ſtowrage· room for the corn of the new year. Cacumbers grow 
here larger and better than thoſe of uin, which, OY r 
; have the flavour of rei e 369 22 200), af i el 
f * e 1 44693 2 as 2K; . 4D, 244 ry 
"HE caffinue of this: granted the army a. guide, and 
marched thence, in five days, 26-Palſeria, where they found the « 
fique's houſe lined with deere ſleins, ſo 2 that they alen 
Have been taken for fine tapeſtry. The country here being very 
rude, and the dwellings far divided, che army made only a- ſhort 
ſtay in this place, and marched to Tafalicoya, the caſſique of which 
Soto took to ſhow him the Way to Cayas; where, when he arriv- 
ed, . the country chinly peopled, and the habitations ſcat- 


tered, 
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| tered, contrary to what had been thinking Rai 

ſed upon, Soto grew fo fe fb, 1580 1 l en i 
very ſeverely; but all the 2 7555 3 50 my they they 
| were now in the province o 5 as, and that it was a fruit 
good country. The army = to the chief town, Ab 
Tanico, and encamped upon the hanks of a river. They found a 
number of mantles, made ood 1kins, left for them, thou che inha- 
bitants were gone, which is a We W in * country, al 
e no .comlty ſubliling. 3 ee ee e 


AN army remained. a Whole 8 25 in TI province of Ga 
during which time the horles.grew..ſo fat, that th — 1 5 17 = 
in ſo good a condition, e expe 15 

owing to the ſuperior quality of the, maize 1 is 


more to the water of, a: nei f 
excellent goodneſs, that ade aal bopging were nev deen | 


drinking it. Hitherto the army had been deſtitute of alk = ere 
they found plenty of it, which theſe Indians barter with their neigh» 
bours for mantles and ſkins. They make it into loaves along the 
tiver, Where large quantities ate leſt by the waters, after oyerflow- 
ing. They put it, ſand and, all. into pans wide at top and narrow 
at bottom : upon theſe pans they caſt water, which alls into a veſ- 
ſel placed underneath; this they then boil, and. when the water is 
a ee the {alt arpetm igt Ae bottom of the pot. 
£2.20) ich wh 

| II was ſome time before a0 of the patives wauld venture near 
enough to give the Spaniardt any opportunity of converſing with 
them; but, as ſoon as that offered, 12 2. r f concerning their 
caſſique, and was anſwered by the 1nd: t their chief deſired 
to remain at peace with him, hut did got dare to truſt himſelf in 
his preſence. Sato gave tham repeated aſſurances that he might, 


with the utmoſt ſafety, and ſent a guide and interpreter to conduct 
him; who not returning in three 16 the general went 00 
himſelf, and ſeized the. chiek e 8 The uſu 


ueſtions were aſked, whether they knew any good country, or 
8 any. great chief beſides ? Ta which they replied, that, about a day 


and a half 's journey towards the 4 lay the province of Tull 


to 
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to which the caſſique promiſed to grant the Spamards a guide; 
but, as the people of that region ſpoke a different language, and 
bad been conſtantly at enmity with theſe of Cayas, which had pre- 
vented all communication, an interpreter. was not to be procured. 


Tx general, upon this, ſet out himfelf, with a party of horſe 
and foot, to ſee if it was practicable for the army to march through 
Tulla, but he hardly left the camp, before the natives aroſe, and 
attacked him upon the way in ſmall parties, wounding ſeveral of 
the Spaniards, and leaving ſome of their own people dead upon the 
ſpot. Seto, fearing the conſequences of proceeding, retired back to 
the camp, where he arrived on the marrow, and marched thence, 
With the whole army, for Tulla; but could not find, among all the 
captives, any one that underſtood the language of that place. After 
ſome days march into the country, the natives ſet upon the army 
with bows and poles, in the form of pikes, but were very roughly 
handled by the Spaniards, whoſe general cut off the right hands 
and noſes of ſix Indians, and ſent them away to inform the caſſique 
of Tulla, that, unleſs he ſhould ſubmit himſelf and people to the 
Spanſh forces, their general was reſolved to treat them all in the 
fame manner. This brought on the wiſhed- for conſequences, and 
ſoon after ſome of the natives arrived, Who teſtified, by their be- 
haviour, the utmoſt marks of affection and obedience; but, what 
rejoiced the governor moſt, was, that a perſon, capable of acting 
as interpreter, was found among thoſe Who brought in the pre- 
ſents of cow-hides, &c. without which aſſiſtance it would have been 
very difficult to proceed farther into Florida. The general, there- 
fore, very carefully guarded this valuable Indian, ſending the others 
be h ſull aſſurances of pardon to the caſſique, ;defiring alſo an 
interview with him; to which the latter complied, and, follow - 
ed by twenty-four Indians, entered the camp all in tears, to de- 
monſtrate their ſorrow, for what had paſſed; which is a cuſtom 
always uſed in this country on occaſions of ſhowing» their grief for 
a fault. They brought with them many cow-ſkins, which were of 
great ſervice in ſo cold a region, becauſe they are covered with a 
wool as fine as that of ſheep. The caſſique of Tulla addreſſed 
himſelf to Soto, both to apologize for his conduct, and offer his 

; a | own 
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_ own and people's ſervices to him. It is not improper here, to ob- 
ſerve, that all theſe princes, and their envoys, expreſſed themſelves, 
in their ſeveral languages, with as much elegance and preciſion, as 
the moſt celebrated orator among Europeans could do, 


So ro, informing himſelf concerning the qualities of the coun- 
tries adjacent to Tulla, found that, ſouth-eaſtward, there was a 
province named Auliamquẽ, about eighty leagues diſtant from 
Tulla, full of large towns, and very fruitful in maize; and, as 
the approaching ſeaſon would prevent him from marching during 
three months at leaſt, and proviſions would be with more difficulty 
amaſſed, where the towns were ſo thinly diſperſed; the Indians 

| likewiſe deſcribing a great lake at Autiamque, ' which, from 
the manner of their diſcourſing about it, he gveſſed to be an arm 
of the ſea, by means of which he not only hoped to ſend intelli- 
gence of himſelf to Cuba, but alſo to draw from thence a recruit 
of freſh men, to ſupply the places of what he had loft, which 
already amounted to 2 50 of his troops; he, therefore, determined 
to make Autiamgue his winter - quarters, and to ſeek ſome ſeas 
portiin ihedpring g 2 +1 JF. 
(18: i 


HFH, therefore; diſmiſſed the caſſiques of Cayas and Tulla, anc 
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began his march towards Autiamguè, which lay over very rough 
mountains. In paſſing them, he was informed of another pro- 
vince, called Guabare, abounding with maize, and very populous. 
Nevertheleſs, as Autramgque was nearer, Soto continued his rout, till 
he came to the town of Auuxi, and, from thence to Catamayd. 

The next day the army arrived at Autramgue, in which town ine 
found a great quantity of maize, fruit, Sc. The general pitched 
his camp at a diſtance from the houſes, the better to avoid fire 
and fortified it with a wooden paliſade- Some Iauians waited up 
the general wih preſents from the caſſique, Who never appeared, - 
but only deſired to know -how Jong tlie army intended to remain 
in his country; to which Soto made no anſwer,” knowing he ſhould 
haltthero a confiderable tine. BOT tobe wot He LEE 
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Tax caflique of Autlamgub, anxious to tlear his arina of theſe 
gueſts, employed ſome ſpies tolurk about the camp at ight, Oe 
of La 657 was killed ed 15 centinel, "Cloſe" to the” e 1 
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among other food, ae e of of abies which the Aa —— 
g te catch. They took them in the eure corn, — 


, e 2c! F IH 


5 are Mr elt u eee ue on i che Grup of Als 1 3125 nn NY 
; -neral reſolved to go to Nilo, becauſe it was ſaid to be ſituated 
upon the banks of a large river, his deſign being to march alo 
| that t0, the ſea-ſhore, and there Wait for ſuecours. For now 
nad no more than 300 men able to bear artns, and about et 
horſes, ſeveral of which were larne. His diſappointment and a 
tion were greatly inhanced by the death of Johm Ortiz, who died 
at Autiamqus, leavin "g none to ſucceed. him as inter preter, except 
the young Indian of Catifachiqui before mentioned, Who now 
ünderltbed a little Spaniſh, but al ſo im erfe that much time 
Was Toft in laborious explanation; and, freque y; vekatious and 
miſerable miſtakes aroſe from 'miſinterpretation. 7 19912 t q n 
* 511 13D DAE 100d dn And 15 e 
e Way, after they dad. quite u,, was 
ART” wathy and dangerous, fo that, in e 
[ad by ſwimming, At length, it arrived at a town 
re by its inhabitants, and deſtitute — 90A lake ß, 
before it, {ah paſſing which 9—. _ Joſt one of his officers, the 
Wards being both x very deep Fi pet petuvuſly into a neigh- 
. *bodfrit) river; hence, this days march they arrived at Tianto, 
| "Wt town ig the province of "VAI, The genbral detached a 
\E ” party to prevent the Þ:dians from eattying off the proviſions from 
; their dwellings. Before the army came to the habitation of the 
| caſſique, they paſſed through four large towns, and, on the fifteenth 


N 5 of March, without any moleſtation, Soto, with all his forces, march- 
| | | ed 
| | 
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ed into the town of Milt. Of all the of. Fri they, d 
yet ſcen,; Palache. and; 17 75 2 80 5 a appeared hey had 


the: wo fertile and beſt peopled.. Soon after their arrival, an In. 


dian, attended by ſome more the natives, came to we the ene- 
ral, and made him ſeveral. preſents in the name of the ke, 
which Soto tecompenſed with ſome trifles, that he 0 t 
people were fond of. Hitherto the Spaniards had made Mint 
quaintance with the natives, but their granaries, where they laid 


up the corn, were conſtantly robbed in the night, by a gang of 


them, who carried their. booty, acroſs the river: To prevent this 
evil, Soto ſet a guard near a lake, from which the indians uſed to 
come, and was informed by two of them, who were taken —— 
means, that the Indian we mentioned above as viſiti en 
ſpy, ſent, to examine his, ſtrength, and to know.] whe 1 kee, 
ed. to proteed farther, r ſettle, in this country, he, general 
bee ordered. a detachment to paſs the river, but, the momens 
the Indians perceived it, they fled. inn ſuch TO: that. very 
ad of. Whew: could be; ene diy 8 
4 Kun river hag a Nike is the Game that waters, Cay: "and 
Awtiamgue; it empties itſelf into a larger ſtream, that flows 1 near 
Pacaha: and ri gr} Their junction is made near Guacheya,.. the 
caſſique of which, diſtrict was. now at war N him of Nilo, aud 
came up the river to offer-his ſervices to Sato, 172 whom he Was lip 
ceived with much honour and diſtinction. made the general 
-waiy-preſents of mantles and ſkins, and 1 him ig very;ſub- 
- milſive ap handſome terms, ; Sto feaſted him and his attend; . 
after which. he enquired concerning the circumſtas et 1 5 OL 
try. ia proceeding. down the river. The caffquę replic ey 
of no other town than, his Rho PERS 00 the oth "ble. 105 
water, there was a. e erned.þ 55 chief, 1 e 1. 
dee en dd ebe den how near it lay 
to tho ſea, and Whether 6 oor 1 lage toirel 
whilſt he ee twa brigantibes. in order to ſend. ME. lace; 
inn Nee 2 37165 eis aft 9:17 ien 1791 
25 el 2067 eee % . 
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Warn the Tadians of Guacbopu faw the Spaniardt on the match, 
as they were navigating the river in their canoes, they ſpread 
ſo ſtrong a rumour through the country, that Soto was coming 
to attack them, as made the caſſique, during the night, fly with 


all his ſubjects, and whatever they could carry with them over to 


the oppoſite bank of the great river. The army arrived at Guac 

on the ſeventeenth of Abril. The great river is called, at this place, 
Tamaliſeu; at Niico, Tapatu; at Ceſa, Mico; and, at its falling in- 
to the ſea, Ri. Fins N e 
As ſoon as the Spaniards arrived at Guachoya, an Indian came, at- 
tended by ſeveral others, laden with preſents for the general from 
their caſſique, who, preſently after, "arrived himſelf, and made a 


very handſome harangue to Soto, excuſing, in the beſt manner he 


evuld;: his precipitate retreat, and offering to ſerve him with all his 
power. © The general thanked him in the moſt grateful terms, and 
defiredi to know whether he could give him information in any par- 
ticulars relating to the ſea-coaſt. The Hudian anſwered, that the 
moſt potent lord in all thoſe quarters reſided about three days jour- 
ney down on the oppoſite ſhore, whoſe dominion was called S- 
gatton." Upon this intelligence, Soto diſpatched Danbuſco, with 
eight horſemen, to proceed down the river, and inform himſelf 
whether the ſea was near. ee e pie the party 
returned, having been able to make but little progreſs, becauſe 
the river, in its courſe, took great ins eie country was 
ſo encumbered with woods and marſhes," as to be almoſt” impene- 
trable. This diſheartening news affected the general ſo deeply,” as 
to throw him into a fever; which did not, however, prevent him 
from ſending to the caſſique of Quigaltan, to require his ſubmiſſion, 
and the pleaſure of ſeeing him, which, he acquainted this chief, 
was a homage hithertè paid him by all the caſſiques, whoſe domi- 


nions he had yet paſſed through. To this meſſage Quigaltan 


replied, that it was not his cuſtom to viſit any, but that all his neigh- 
bours viſited, ſerved,” and paid him tribute, either willingly or by 
force: That, if Soto had any thing to offer, he was welcome to come 
to him as a 1872 but, if he ſhould chuſe to act as an enemy, he 
. e 1 Ty | waited 
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waited for him in his town, Whenes: he) would: never ſir an inch 
cither for him or 1 one „ 
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9.7 LOO Soto was tins 0 the ele attack of a 1 


oe the Indian brought this anſwer, he ſtill felt more from a ſenſe 
of his preſent inability to chaſtiſe this haughty caſſique, who not only 
deſpiſed his ſammons, but, as was reported, intended to attack the 
Spaniards: Apprehending this circumſtance to be no vague intelli- 
gence, the general redoubled-his guards, and kept a good watch. The 
horſe patrolled nightly round the camp, and the craſsbow-men guard- 


ed the river in canoes, to prevent any ſurprize on that ſide. Soto, to 


render himſelf ſtill more dreadful to the Indians, detached! a party 
to Nilco, whether, as he was told by the natives of Guachoyo, the 
inhabitants were returned; the caſſique of the latter alſo ſent ſeve- 
ral canoes upon the ſame; expedition, laden with armed Indians. 
This party, which conſiſted both of horſe and foot, - advanced ato 
the town with ſuch rapidity, as to ſurprize the inhabitants in num- 
ber about :5000 ſouls, before they could eſcape,” who, preſſing in 
crowds out of their houſes, there was hardly one horſeman that 
did not ſee himſelf ſurrounded by many Indians. As thei Spaniſh 
commander had ordered his peopſe to give no quarter to the men, 
a horrible carnage; enſued, wherein more than a hundred of the In- 
dians fell, beſides, numbetrs' which were wounded, by the Spatitards, 
fome of whom cartied their craelty ſo far, as to murder the inno- 


cent women and children. The Indians of Guacboyas halted 


accably.at a diſtance from the town, while this inhaman-ſeene 
was. tranſacting, to ſee the event; but, as ſoon as they perecived 
the: Indians. were broken, and the Spaniards chacing them, th ey 
ran to pillage the houſes ;. and, having loaded their canoes with 


the booty, -returned, belore the Spaniards, to Guacboya, where they 
related Ns had e with dread Nags ee ber 
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fembled the officers and the bulk of the ſoldiery, to whom be: made 
EY ing by gs ene the enn 'goouneſs- of pro- 
. vidence 
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vidence, in granting him a full poſſeſſion of his faculties to the 
laſt, thanking all the commanders and ſoldiers for their faithful 
ſervices, fidelity, and the affection that they had, upon every oeca- 
ſion, teſtified for his perſon; and recommending to them the choice 


of ſome leader, to command them in his ſtead, as the laſt requeſt 


he ſhould ever make, and which would, in ſome meaſure, allevi- 


ate the uneaſineſs he felt at being obliged to leave them in a bar- 


barous and unknown country. When he had ſpoken thus, all that 
were preſent broke into moſt pathetic demonſtrations of ſorrow, | 
and earneſtly requeſted himſelf to chuſe a ſucceſſor for them. 


This he readily complied with, and named Leuis Maſcoſo d Alva: 
rad, who being univerſally approved of, they all ſwore fidelity to 


him immediately. 


On the morrow, the twenty-firſt of May, the brave, the virtuous, 
and magnanimous Captain Don Ferdinand de Soto, governor of Cuba 
and general of Florida, yielded up his ſoul to God. His death the 
Spaniards endeayoured to conceal from the Indians, who entertained 
ſo high an opinion of his abilities, that they looked upon him to 
be immortal; and, leſt a conviction to the contrary might encou+ 


rage them to revolt, the body was buried by night, juſt within one 


f the town-gates ; but the Jadians, who had conceived ſome. ſuſ- 
picions of his death, were obſeryed to eye the earth, that had been 
newly removed there, with much. curioſity ; for which reaſon, the 
Spaniards removed the body, on the night following, and, wrap- 
ping it up with a great deal of ſand, carried it into the middle of 


Ay 
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K $569 „ „ ne V 

_ . Duzins, theſe. events, the caſſique of Guachoya frequently en- 

quired; concerning Sata, whom he called his Lord and Brother; 

and Maſcgſo having aſſured him that he was only gone a journey 

to heaven, which he often had done, and that, intending to make 


* 
9 3 #.4 


ſome hay, he had appointed himſelf to act in his room, the Caf- 


ſique ao longer. doubted of his death, hut {ent two handſome young 
Indians, who he deſired might be flain, to accompany him during 
his journey, according to the cuſtom of this country. Maſegſ de- 
fired the caſſique to end for the young men again, for the gover- 
8 b nor 
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miſſed one of their people, Who had fallen ſick, juſt at ente he 
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A not 1. but erde eb and had choſen from amen 
Hhis:own people ſome-; to attend hn, and beſought the e ta 
forego ſo eruel a cuſtom; Te then delivered u Fine Tridians, char⸗ 
them to return, which one of them refuſed to do, fen 
would never leave 2 ee Ang Roy: his 4155 bat live an 
die” "with. him,” „ N * * r | 273 9 Re 970 I, 
. theſe „ M; "TY called a e 60 conſult: 
Beet: way the army ſhould now. direct its courſe, whether over 
land, 'weftward, towards the Spaniſh ſettlements, or whether they 
wou a e to reach the ſea, and from thence fait over 4a 
Cuba. This latter determination being rejected, from ati appte- 
| henſion of their inability to conſtruct a veſſel capable of endura 
ing the violence of ſuch a voyage, and for want of a pilot, 
charts, and compaſſes. Sal the common "reſolution was fixedto 
march away: by land; and therefore the general, -having received: 
a guide from the.caflique;' to lead them to Che 24," zufttec Gan 
. on the fifth of Julie, and arrived at the formers baren o e 
twentieth; after marching!) fix Gays through a deſert. 13 1s Ag er 
rie akt 0 of hf 300 # . benen ad. 
Fux cafl que of [this pforiber had viſited" Sato while-av afutiangs 
Jul, and ae! him ſeveral” preſents; \ nevertheleſs, che a . 


— his town; upon which Ages acquainted the caſſiqus, that 
dito receive the! Spagyrard from his hands again; and, undes, 
del mould, detlared he Would never leave hitm, or his people, ſi 
he had deſtroyed both, and carried fire throughout his country 
The caſſique immediately appeared, bringing the ſick man wðirck 
him, and made the general ally -preſents, aſſurigg him, A 
ſarnoitims, of his fidelity and integrity, and that his deſi a . 
to eure the ee ee, again as foo ds he oe - 
beer recoyeredo Ne toeeived Mibapology With. great b good- nature; 
alledging tHat He Had ſalpecded Him of having Beltaved in N Re)” 
mamffet thatTeveral other caſfiques Had done before him, but that the 
 reftitmony he had given of (HEROES! wg [IP 2. 5 9 0 kn s, 
love Net as his, e 5 . 4 
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ex cafſique accompanied Myſco/s to the town, diſtant about a 
day's journey, in their way to which they paſſed by a ſalt-wanufac- 
tory, Where the Spaniards provided themſelves with ſome of that uſe- - 
ful commodity. They remained here fix days, during which the: 
general informed himſelf concerning the country weſtward, and 
ſearned that, at three days march from Chaguete, he ſhould find the 
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Hers the army arrived on the fourth of July, and found the 
town abandoned; neyertheleſs, the caſſique ſent ſeveral of his 
people: to %%, with, preſents” of 'maniles, int. Ce. Tn this 
place, the Indians alſo make falt, in the flame manner as they do 
JVC // Toh anc. 


41 


Tur Shanard left Aguacay on the ſame day, and, four days 
after, were in the province of Mays, and encamped, on the twen- 
tieth, in a vety pleaſant wood between that place and Naguate. 
Soon after their arrival here, ſome Indian ſpies were ohſerved ho- 
vering about the camp, two of them were taken, and the reſt 
lain.” By this accident, the. Spaniardt got intelligence that the cal. 
- Hque of Naguata, in league With other chiefs, intended to attack 
the Spaniards that day; and, indeed, while theſe Indians were un- 
der examination, the enemy appeared. ih two bodies, and, perceiv- 
x ing themſelves to be diſcovered, Fes! 36 "the Spaniards moſt furi= * 
WL ©, © ouſly; but the latter, ſuſtaining the ſhock vigorouſly, they fled with. 
3 precipitation, and were purſued by the cavalry. While theſe. things 
% 5 Were in agitation, a great cry was heard at a ſmall diſtance from the 
| camp, towards which Meſco/#-detached twelve horſemen to know 
4 the cauſe, who found there fix Spaniards ſurrounded by a great 
* number of ndians, to which ſuperiotity, without aſſiſtance, the 
i former muſt have fallen a ſacrifice,” though they fought like lions: 

Ss - | However, this 'reinforcement turned the ſcale fo much, that the 
' greater part of the Indians were lain, and one of them taken,” 
whom J, after cutting off his right arm and noſe, Jent, 
in that condition, to the caflique of Naguata, to give him notice, N 
that, on the morrow, he would enter his country, and lay it waſte 
With fire and ſword ;. and that, if the caſſique ſhould be deſirous of 
| TW. ST | „„ preventing. 


peorenting: it, he muſt meet him at his entrane cm rote 
next day towards the townſhip of Naguata, the houſes of Which were 


ſeparated from each other. The reſidence of the caſſique was on 


the oppoſite fide of a river, where the Indians ſtood ready to op- 
poſe the Spaniards i in- paſſing over; which, however, the latter ac- 
compliſhed, in ſpite of all obſtacles, and entered into a country 
well furniſned with: proviſions, and all the neceſſaries of life. My 
60% had not been here long, before the cafſique' of Naguata ſent 
a party of Indians to obſerve the behaviour of the general and his 
people, and to acquaint the former, that he intended to viſit him, 
which he did preſently afterwards, attended by a large body of the 
natives, all in teats, according to the falhion nel Tales which 
is not fat diſtant: He made a profound reverence to the general, 
Joe detnanded pardon for his offence, throwing all the blame upon 
the bad councils of one of his brothers, who fell in the battle: 
He enlarged much in the praiſe of Moſcgſ and the Spaniards, whom 
be profeſſed to regard as a people ſomething more than human, 
and concluded with offets of ſervice and obedience. When he had 
Fnniſhed, the general received him into his favour; and promiſed 
to conſider him as his friend, Au. his behaviour ſhould corre- 
Nur with. bis words. c . eee 3s . 789715 Han een N 
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f "(Des dr Ginn 0 bot was ; obliged-to tutn baths - 
upon acedunt of the ſwelling of ihe river, which appearell the more 


extraordinary becauſe no rain had fallen; but, as it frequenily hap- 


pened, and always at the inereaſe of the moon, it ſhould ſeem to 
be owing to the tide, thou: h the Indians had no knowledge of 

any ſea; nevertheleſs; they found means to paſs it eight days 'after,! 
and in three days, arrived at g village belonging to the caff 

Mi gſebone, a barten and Hl plac} province 5'thene chey wander- 
ech through a wild diſtrict, called) Ducans, and, ſoon after, arrived 

at the province of " Mondacas Ihe Caffque 0 Which preſented the 

general Wirh a quantity of fiſh! 7 He was #eceivedt very kindly; and, 
_ as Pon as the driny had provided" themſel ves bitlr ſubifeince; they: 
reevived'a guide, and marched awards: Sancti , In- qourneving 


© thither; they paſſed through. thie province of Hayt, the fierverInhac! - 


bitants of: Which l the e b Uuripg thei?! 
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xy bardihiꝑs and fatigues and, finding maize ſuffieient fox their ule: 
„ ͤovlilIl . ⁵ M eet: 14514 
I fine, having travelled long to no purpoſe, through miſerable 
deſerts, frequently bewildered, and quite at a Joſs whieh- way to 
proceed; perpetually engaged in perils: and alarms, and uncertain 
till whether famine would not be their deſtraction at laſt, the, 
crak called a council, wherein it was determined to return to- 
Nato, and there build veſſels ta carry the troops down the river, 
and ſo to ſome of the Son ſettlements by ſea. | This reſolu- 
tion was far from giving content to all; many there were among 
the: Spuriards; that wouſd rather have taken the higheſt probabi- 
| lity\ of petiſhing in Florida, through want, than have returned, 
threnoe poor and diſappointed ; nevertheleſs, theſe, not having num- 
ber or force to oppoſe, were obliged to ſubmit tu the general de- 
tortninacion. n ieee ennie 7} v7 7 BU wt 
Ret AY | 9/259 Bs 31919 42 Han tin baokans boa: 
Fur troops had already marched 1 o/ leagues toi the weſt of the 
at river, andi now they repented of having laid waſte the coun- 
1 try through which they were to return; but the/ingonveniency was 
1 leſs than the expeRation af it, for they found the town of Nagual a. 
| which had been burnt, now-rebuilt;byithe du and: the houſes 
peocpled. They make here earthen diſhas, not much unlike thoſe, 
d. Montemar. The Sbaniards left Naguata, and 
hagweie; and at length arrived at Mileo; but found ſo | 
little malze there, that; they: wege entirely throw, into a dejection, . 
nearly botdering upon defpairy: ſesing no means, of ſubſiſting uu 
ring che time requiſite for building che veſſels to carty them out of. 
Frida; not owing to ſterility of ſoil, but te theneglec of the; 
Indians; Who had been too mach frightened to employꝝ themſelves: 
im tillage, while the reſided at Gaachoyg:>::For the province 
is extremely fertile, which made the Sh¹iardo confident! of finding i 
ſubſiſtence here. The ſoldiers no) began to curſe the reſolution, Ti 
to puſh-on their diſeoveries no farther 'weſtward, and to · look upon 
the deſign of putting to ſea as abſurd and chimerical to the laſt der 
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greez they: being totally unprovided My had 


for ſhipping. The unfortunate: Narvaez: was f uentſy recalled to 
their minds, who was loſt upon this coaſt; but the heavieſt of all 
their misfortunes was the want we food, without reed it was. 
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to divine providence im prayer, for his immediate aſſiſtance, and he 
heard them; ſending the Bidians of Wilco, with great Tubmiſſion,, 
* inform them that there were, at the diſtance of two days jour- 
y from them, upon the banks of the great river, towns 6f which» 
hy Spaniards had no knowledge. Fhe country was called Minty,” 
and very fertile. -Mo/coſo; uporr ihis, diſpatched a captain with a 
party of horſe and foot, attended by the Hudians of F We, Who 
were at war with the people f theſe towns, one of. which they 

inſtantly ſeized, and entrenched themſelves in it, having found a. 
great quantity of maize there. Great was the joy in the camp at 
hearing) theſe tidings, and all the troops ſet forward immediately, 
though the weather was very bad, being rainy, attended with a- 
cold north wind; and the ways very full of water, yet they ſur 
_ mounted all difficultics, and lodged thermſelves in the beſt of -the- 
towns, at a quarter of a league from the great river. Hither they 
brought all the maize from the other towns, amounting to ſiaæ thou 
ſand buſhels. The placeialfo afforded wood, better for the A 


ing of velels. chan wy thing ww had yet ſeen in un. 

N e 321 22 „ 3171 Br TOE is Ws l 
Aub dna, now ſet! every perſon baden, a could bes afefbl; to: 
work: Hee collected all the iron that e be gotten, even the- 
chains from the priſoners, and wood was immediately felled for” 
timber. Providentially there was ſõund among their numbes ſome 
one artificer qualified to ſerve foto euery uſe. In; fing; aſter great 
fatigus and perſeverance, ſvven i brigantines were finiſhed in the 
month of June; but a difficulty verhard to be overceme yet re- 
mained, and that was to ſet them afloat; foro the Judians had de 
clared, that tlie great river roſe only ones a yrcar, at the time when 
the ſnows were et ing, which: had already happened, and 


5 "os had — or a * ſpace: However, i it pleaſed * that 
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the- river fwolled ſuddenly; upon the inereaſe of the moon, and 


came, as it were, to fetch the brigantines away: ſo that they were 
floated into the bed of the river with great eaſe. A thing which 
but far this event, would have been effected not without great 
labour, and the hazard of ſtraining them, and opening their ſeams, 
in hauling them down to the water. And thus, on the ſecond day 
of July in the year 1543, the Spaniards were all embarked, and 
departed from Mineya. Moſceſo appointed a captain to each bri- 
gantine, and made them ſwear to obey him in the ſame manner as 


they did when aſhore. This being done, they proceeded to Gua- 


ohoya. Leaving this place, they found the current very ſtrong, and 


advanced jat/a great rate by the help of their oars, till they came 


to Nusgaltam. Moſcofo ſent, from time to time, parties aſhore, 


and found great quantities of maize in the houſes, which were 


afterwards eimbarked on board of the veſſels. While they were 


paſfing through this province, frequent attacks were made upon 


them by the «dion, in one of which the Spaniardt loſt about 


twenty rive men, with their commander Fobn Ggſinan, Who was 


canoes, much Wee, and more numerous than his, he was ſoon 


ſarrounded, when the Indians throwing themſelves in multitudes k 


into the water, and laying hold upon the Spaniards! canoes; over- 
turned them all in an inſtant. Theſe brave men all periſhed; being 
carried to the ed by the iveighs of wartime ie Hot 
6s „ ee Hoff; Tr DO deg ee ate e ei 
"Tris ae ti encouraged the Bain, chat they omitted no 
opportunity of annoying the veſſels during the whole time of their 
falling down the river, ſometimes making a ſhe w/ as if they intend- 


detached with this party in canoes: to attack the enemy; by whoſe: 


ed to board them, and conſtantly kept up a continual diſcharge of 


their arrows from the banks of the river. The Spaniards loſt a 


configerable number of '\men*wpon: this occaion: They, at laſt, 


lined the wk rg and-quarter=decks-with a breaft-work made of 
double:imatts, ſo thick as e e the arrows rr eee 
1 FC 8 enn ir AF > 6 1 6 if "be: 
aaa had arrived at about Half a loanve! s diſtance F 
the mouth of the river, the general landed his men, in order to 
refreſh them, as enen 1 5 FORE by n Here 
„„ 
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difficulties, as well by ſea as by land, and loſt; above one 12 8 


* & 


they fan two IG Wy as PU as, este to ids 

them. The eighteenth of July they put to ſea; with a favourable 

wind, and after a paſſage of Ayer days, arrived at the mourh. 
of the river Panico, on the continent of Mexico; on the tenth = 


September 1 543, having undergene various fatigues, dangers, and: 
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their number i in ide nec Freun 3 
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ſuch a train of melancholy and fruitleſs events, the Spaniards 


0 longer turned. their via ws toward theſe coaſts. It did not, ham 
ever, deter the French; for, in the year 1 562, John Nibault fail 
ed from France, with two men of war well manned and victualed, 


having on board a large body of land · forces; and, after two months 
fail, made the ſhore of: North America, in the latitude of thirty 


degrees north. The coaſt was low and flat, being cloathed alb 


over with very lofty trees. No harboug appearing, they ſteered 


northward, keeping the land in fight, until they came to a beau - 
tiful river, which they called ay River, that being the month it 
was diſcovered in. They entered its mouth, which was deep. _ 


and capacious: The country was fine, and the inhabitants receive, 
them kindly, Silk-worms were ee pe oy. eee e 


met grew here ine ae e e 2% 0% n , 


Of 1% +44 r +35 72; f5 9 * 2 it Sr 2 25 2 121 irs: +}: KC > 0 2 ; 


Lravino this river, and ſtretching Kaner to the: north, they... 
Bale at variqus places; the inhabitants of which, at firſt, 
henſive of Wi les from the ſudden arrival of firatgers, fled into 
the woods, but were ſoon ſo much ceconciled, as very willingly to- 


1 converſe with: the French,. and make them preſents of ſkins, and. 


' baſkets (very ingeniouſſy woven out of palm-leaves), and alſo a n 


FIT | ACE 


= E expedition of Sora into Florida, j 3 55 followed b 
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N Ribault, being deſirous to form a ſettlement upon this: 5 


. founded Rin 505 PRONE end glos Ar and Twente, „ 
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could collect, ſet ſail for Fance: 
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of them contented to-winter here, raiſed, haſtily a ſmall. fortification, | 


for them, which extended ſixteen poles in length, and thirteen in 
breadth, calling it Caralin; and, appointing Albert, his lieutenant, 
ernor of the colony, to whom having given proper inſtructions, 


He: ſet ſail, and arrived at 0 in * on the nne of 


Fay in the fame year. | #2 bd. ee th 


af : 


ALBERT. applied himſelf to obtain 6 I of the late of 
the neighbouring provinces, and viſited their various little princes, 


endeavouring to ingratiate himſelf with them; which he effected 
to ſuch a degree, that they very readily ſupplied him and his people 
with proviſion, and often made them en -of uy 12 


and ſilver, in o_ Juanes. 2 


Tursz advantages could- not, — — prevent the FR af FR 
bevy who fell a facrifice to the licentious humour of his people, 
irritated by the ſevere reſtrictions and diſcipline he laid them under, 
which yet were the beſt means to preſerve their ſafety among the 


natives. But the colony were ſoon convinced, after he was taken 


off, that they ſhould be able to ſubſiſt no longer, eſpecially. as the. 
ſupplies expected by them from France did not arrive: Upon this 


they reſolved to depart; and, 1281 laid in what proviſion. they 
ut, meeting with a calm for 


twenty days together, this unforeſeen accident reduced them to the 


horrid diſtreſs, for want of food, of killing one of their companions, 
to ſuſtain life by eating his fleſh, when luckily they met with 

an Exgliſb ſhip, which ſet them aſhore upon — coaſt of Englaud. 

vrhence they were conducted to the court of Queen Elizabeth ; and, 


moſt probably, their narrative Ari mage her turn ah thavghts to- 
n Flrida. En „ ; i 
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_ © thabbrough üther having failed-back again 95 time before, 
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kane o Revs Lana, « French. 


| 8 during this . had bean: ton muh 3 
with inteſtine broils to think of ſending bee to Caroline; 
but, thoſe being now alls yed, Rene Landoniere, who had 3 TH. 
voyage before with Ribaul, was ſent thither in April 1564, With 
three ſhips, and arrived in the river May on the ug followih 
at the ſame place which the French had left, and built there a ile 
town, and fortified -it! with a rampart of earth, and called it alſo 
Caroline. Both he and his people were kindly treated by the inha- 
bitanis of the cohntry ; and: by their.afſiſtance, hie pepetrated i into 
the more interior and romate parts. Still, as he moyed, he made, 
friendſhips and træaties with” the various c among 
had the art of 9 emulation of gaining his will He 
reſiſted the ours off thoſe cafliques,who were deſirous of ob- 
tainipg his aſfiſtaneagsiſſt ach as they were at a ith, and 
made it his ſtudy to teconcile all differences between the rigs 
ces adjacent; hit by their- help,the might be enabled WS 5 2 


in thoſe! laland parts of Blorida, about the Apolachian moun 998 3 


tains; Where he had god reaſon; "to. deve e ſilder 


by a 
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n to bo in want of provifonz and, b '2 failure of the 3 
in not bringing ſup lies as uſual” "were Tec to ex Ms 
that, to avoid periſhing by bunger, they had reſolved to return to 


 Prance, _ were were fees g two barks for that purpoſe, the ſhips 


laden with proviſions, from one Hawkins, AN ri Far f 
e mvien b. gt, gu e e e 1 Men e 
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Duni theſe tranſactions, Lendoniere had been accuſed of va- 
rious miſdemeanours, contrived by ſome enemies among thoſe who 
had been ſent back to conduct the ſhips to France, in order to ruin 
his reputation at the French court _vhich were ſo ſucceſ: |, that 
Fohn Ribault was diſpatthed with a commiſſion to diveſt him of 
his government, and ſend him oy France. Ribault arrived in 
Hbrida on the twenty: eigtt of Ah gaft 1:56 5, uſt as Dandbniere ha 
prepared every thing for departure, As — as the neus of t 
arrival of Ribault' was rumoured among tlie Indians, their ſeveral 
cafſiques' came to viſit him made him preſehts and ꝓromiſed to 
cdnduct him to the Apalachian- mountains, out of which a certain 
rediſh' metal was digg en, whichthey 441090097106 e T bet 
heved to be gold. 113 20 716 can £ dne 1 ite! nt nu 
Bir 09923 77 Doaregtt vitinnd www olga 21tf bas r 199, anion} 
05 Wirt belt things were in again fix large \Spaniſh daft 
entered the mouth of the river, and came to an anchor there. RI 
Bau who had come higher up” the! ſtream;-and!3liad: only three! 
finkll fps with him, ſeeing him ſehf unable 1 5 70 with thel 
Spaniards, flip pæd „his cables, ee What the purport of their: 
intentions might be, and put to Tea]: N e on. cloſdy pur 
ſued by th ania rut; 5 "outfailingsiihem, ithe Yatter put about 
| 1 Chteted che ider of /agother!riyer] abbut ei ght leagues from 

at of "My, where !they landed their ok Foals agen n to fortify. 

rhault iy Reſet Tips WetE Bow eÞtothbipon;' calletha cons! 
ſultation of his officers, and reſolved to attabhithfe-Shunfi⁰⁰uçꝗ by 
they V. ſhould have built a fortreſs, as it Were, under their noſes; and, 

f this purpoſe, ' ettibarked the: beſt of \Randoniers soldiers, eating 
Pim in 0 85. uf WS ce with ene che men, w men 
; aden moſt of them fick T7 tutu es eofigqut Zenger on ai 

e 03 bavioss ban N nnd vd gnifdtineg "hiove 01 Ad 
"Ns put to! fe on "the: tenth of S er; where he Vn 
güne about fifty Teaghes: fromthe ſortreſe, with iſty dreadfub 
ee that, Cle to widhfahirhe fury of the wind) the — 1 
all daſhied to pieces amdug' the trocks; and thong Nit, 
ER with his people, eſcaped- he rage uf thevitfea, hh ονEjdd 
not eſcape that of the Spaniarde, who inhumanly flew them all, 
cbt e the faith of nations, _ they had ſurrendered, maſſa- 
cring 
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or ing more tlian oo in number; And bent pon entirely rooting 
out the name of: France in Fibrida, having paſſed woodis; lakes, 
and zivers, with inctedible celerity, wete rat the fort on the hine- 
teenth of Oclober before ſun- riſe, although in the rainy ſedſon an 
attacked the French ſo unexpectedly, that they ſurprized them in 


their beds; and, after a little oppoſition from the guard; broke dv er 


the rampart ãnto the parade, hen a promiſcuhous ſlaug heen of old 
and young, women andochild ren ſick and well hebfucd. Lan- 
dyniere, with: great difficulty, being not yet recd verein from a fit uf 
ſickneſs, eſcaped with a few of his people, through the marſhes, 
to the ſhips that :Rifpawt; had ideft, and, Hat length eretatned Tinto 
France. Thebreſto wert all ſlaughtereaq wagin) Holdemetic ge. 
F thabtd adj 12vd-alnd-ysb mncdiad. ofng 
39 anti bod aut r amon of ald: thing 
dg ound 1wods zoon0t eic bat od Gbosingque aw e nady duty 
bas ; yew. 29gnol 8 . ch 23 
ih en edition Do ,]ũau p ο,j,m,ę½ RES, 2113 Hiking 
i . ecft ele 
THIS terrible deſtruction of his countrymen, in Florida, though 
paſſed over wichont fr ſenment hy the Neneb king, either be- 
cauſe of the diflentians (whichs atothati time, diſtracted the coutr 
of. France, or ftom his hatred tonihe: Rxatebants, of whom the 
greater part of this wament had confſiſteq a xeuſed, nevertheleſs, 


the.ng{olution of Daminiqug de Gour guss, a native of Goſcony, to rer 


venge it, abe geen keen expence;: three ſhips of à mo- 
derate.ize;z,Apdij,heving.embs 


of Auguſt 1567; and, paſſing through the ſtreights of Bahama, ar- 
_ zlyed{at;the mouth of the wer- MH π⏑ nee 
ow mam betbaud soit Yo actieg k be leid 10 f 51 

TR, Shanianda miſtaking them ſor thein awn people, ſaluted 
them with. 4 giſchargs of ar tillery, whieh: Gorgaes, deſirous to 


£confirmthem in their error, orętutned again and, ſailing on for 


about; fifteen, leagues, landed his: people at the river: Tacaatacnurm, 
Where he was joyfully received by the natives, having fignified+to 
them that he was come from the French king. to bring friendſſiip 
and ꝑrqtection to them, and to revenge all the injuries they had 
| 2 M2 - | received 


11 


r. barked two hundred ſoldiers and cighty | 
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received from the Spaniards. U this, mutual pledges of faith 
and alliance were exchanged, and the Indian forces combined with 
the French in TRE theſe + poor eget a eee ee s boy __ _ 


beagee fig 'E - | ; 6 


% ter ane 3: f TOS yoo Ahh Ape 

* -— BgsrDE the fort called Jo now h by i ler, diy 
had built two more lower down the river, on the oppoſite banks, 

which they had mounted with the cannon * from the French, 

and had garrifoned the whole with four hundred choſen men. 


? 
4 


. Tus Sore of the Frendh, in ad ene wich the Indian, be- 
ing aſſemble ropoſed to attack aniar ſur- 
prize, before os bee, Now the badneſs of 1 9 — im- 
poſſible to come in fight of the forts. before the ſun had riſen, of 
which, when Gourgues was apprized, he led his forces about through 
the woods by a more commodious, though a longer way; and, 
paſſing the river, marched BP! to the bange, W which was brau- 
25 on the eee bank. 1 
by e the firing ve a Ws cannons e 8 the Tn- 
ies tumultuouſly ruſhed upon it, and Gourgues — 
following, the place was taken; and, with no leſs rapidity, the 
Savages, by ſwimming, and he in a boat, with-eighty muſqueteers, 
none” ON "oppoſite ſhore, alſo took that fort by — and pillaged 
The -fyin garriſon was intercepted by the natives, Who lay 
— 8. in an adjoining wood. One hundred and twenty W | 
were ſlain on this occaſion, and. "ny reſerved for ne 


. fortreſs yet remained to be taken, in awhich * 
the governor himſelf, and a garriſon of three hundred men, who 
hoped to ſuſtain a ſiege until ſuceours ſhould be ſent to them; bur, 
Gourgues having learned from the priſoners, that the Spaniards 
imagined'his forces amounted to '2;000 men, thought no time ought 
to be given them for finding out their miſtake ; therefore, having 
.prepared : eight: ſkiffs, and making uſe of a Spaniſh «captive officer 
for his guide, he came by morning in fight of the foft. Here, 
after aeg Indians in * among the woods intetſperſed 

on 


andy. fide, dat 50 eee left. MIR} he 


termined to make his attack upon the loweſt part of the rampart, 


where the ditch was ſhallowweſt, the commanding officer of Which 
part detached thence ſixty of his people, to inform themſelves: of 


the ſtate of the French; but, being intercepted by the ee 


| e gew we one of them to a mn.” 
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0 Tur iſh governor; 1affrighteFii Ge emed e en 
ed to retreat into the neighbouring woods with his people, where 
they were almoſt entirely intercepted. Thus, the forts, ammu- 
nition, and baggage, fell into the hands of the French, who hung 
the captives upon the neareſt trees, with this obſervation, that they 
were not Puniched becauſe they were Shantards, but as traitors and 
murderers; retaliating the Spaniſb governor's obſervation, when he 
butchered the French on the fame. ſpot, that he did not deſtroy | 
—_ en Frenchmen, but becauſe they were Lutherans. walk 
| 7 , ene e STR Til 
the Arrzn thoſe tranſactions, Gonrgues'iperceiving Kin * not 
ſufficiently numerous to maintain theſe forts, perſuaded the natives 
to 'demoliſh them, and e "a to 1 went "Es cannon ng 
poorer Here. rte n eee 6 
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Pine ile per 1 50 ſome erirate adventurers i in 1 England fitted out 
of twenty ſail of ſhips and pinnaces, having in the whole 
on board to the number of 25300 ſailors and landmen, the com- 
mand of which was conferred on Sir Francis Drake, as admiral 
in chief, having under him Martin Forbiſher, as vice-admiral, 


Francis Knolles as \rear-admiral, and lieutenant- general Chriftopher Ne 


Carlile, as commander of the land: forces. This fleet failed in the 
month of September, with orders to cruize againſt the Spaniar dt, 


and 5 . on * colonies in the Heft- Indies. In their 
way 


== ct Rt * 


LI 
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way thither, he touched at St{yFagoplane of they Cape da: Lend 
iſlands; and, having ſacked ad burnt the chiaf tom called Pros 
proceeded for the iſland of Hyſpuniold, hefe he obliged the: inhabi- 
tants of St. Domingo: to pay, by way of ranſom, 2 5 00 ducats, 
to preſerve their towp from being burne du. als to weft nil 
| et £08 cath lo ud v weld: ern wed 
_ From hence he ſteered his courſe for the harbour of Carthagena ; 
the attack of which being raſdl ved on they: made themſolves ma - 
ſters of it, after a bloody and obſtinate defence. Some part of this 
town was deſtroyed, but, at laſt, a ranſom of -1,1 0,000: dacats,was 
paid to preſerve the remainder./ From this plage, he tee red for 
Cape Fibrida, which when i he had doubled, he coaſſed all along, 
not touching anywhere; till on the twenty: eight day of, Me 180. 
perceived a ſtructure w hieh ſeemed to be erected; as a hęeacgp t 
look- out. The Admiral judging thereby that ſom aug ſettlement 
muſt be near at hand, determined to land and endeavour to find it 
out, as he and everyone im the fleet Were Emirely anagquaisted in 
theſe parts. Accordingly, ſtanding intfortthe ſhoge, he ordetechthe 
pinnaces to be immediately manned, and -Ein perſan, ati the head 
of the land- forces, marching up about a mile along the ſide of 
a river, perceived, on the other fide thereof, a fort, as alſo a town, 
about three miles higher up, built of wood. Had a ſufficient 
number of ſeamen been on ſhore to make entrenchments, the ge- 
neral would that night have paſſed over the river, and inveſted the 
fort, till cannon. was landed to erect a battery. However, the 
lieutenant-general, in a rowakiffji went! toi:weconnoitie it; and, 
though he uſed all precaution to prevent his being diſcovered, yet 
the, Spanturut took the alarH and; aftertdiſcharging ſome pie 
preblpitately abandoned gr <<; irridgibing.theodng/i/b weren a 
proaching to attick them wWirn their Whole Force. However] he 
returned wihout knowing that the fert had been deſerted, till a 
French fifer, who had beeff\dtthined"therevas! a;prifaner,| coming 
dver in a little boat, and playing the Rrinee of Orunge's march, in- 
formed the guard thereof, ut! the. arne time offering his / ſervice to 
conduct them over, 5.9842. 0! ee nir eee to difiom 
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Urom this e he Sir Francis Drake croſſed the river with 
| tis men, and found the account he had received was true, as there 


was not one man found in the fort, though two or three ſtragglers, 


who had ventured tolreturn Rod a few: radon” hot at them on 


their paſſa e. This fort was made entirely of wood, and only 


ſaironrte byiaiwalty os.:pale; forrgedi ofiithe , bodies 100ytrarfilc$! 
lafgetrees ſet aprighe imaherearty ; fob it auas not-at'that-timecen 
cloſed 'by aGitch;"as it had been bur lately begun {bythe Sparmards:. 
The platforms were made of the bodies of large pine: tiers (of. 
which®there- Are plenty here). laid horizontally acroſs each other; 
with *carth/ rammed in to 4G yup vacancies. This fort vas 
enned S7, Jubi, and in it Was def Tdurtsen-cpö piebes of)braſs:ordnante; 
together with a. cheftuaf. Gierisdontainingrafiontiz oath Sterling, 
deignedFornhepayrodet ob thre gareilon; which vonfiſtec oft TR men. 
ent een e eee £14, SIG | 27 
Tun nextdey he murchsd towards the town, but the four! Piber 
being 4erybad//and theTcommunication intercepted by ſome un- 
fold bie wivere he was Shlgedltecreturn! and rembark bis men ow 
böafd the pirnlaceef and , proxced/up/theimaid/ river, Which, a8 
Welk ass the tog dhe after vards fond wa ealled Sr. Augaſtine. 
Shaker apprencbing ih order th land, tlie 8 paniards ap peared, 


attain dent oppoings them bar, on the. rſt volley of 
ſmall arms they retreated, and ſted intoi the lo6untry, ! er the 4 


paſſage to the town free, which he found was entirely deſerted. 
He was here informed, that, about twelve leagues to the North- 
ward of St. Auguſtine, there was: another fort called St, Helena, where 
there was alſo a ggrriſon of 150 men and that both theſe places 
Prat under the drone one pate ee at that 1 Was 
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Aro Malenden Marque a 19 5 at th rh end for which th 
nit abi ere, Was e keene ay ber den * 
ig any kene est Ae eee 
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Nr the year 1669, Captain John Davis, . the Buccaniers, 
or free-booters, in thoſe days very nutnerous-in the Weſt-Indies, 
having on ſeveral. occaſions exerted himſelf, and behaved with 
extraordinary intrepidity and conduct, was by them, on that ac 
count, choſen commander in chief, or, as they ſty led him, Ad- 
miral of a fleet of ſeven or eight veſſels which 4 then fitting 
out at Jamaica (of 3 and he was a R with an intent 
e af the illand 18 he b 
ation o intercepting their, fle 
Ja, ee but. ,being, diſappointed, in 
termined to proceed. to; Florida, 1, and. make a: deſcent. on _ 
eoalt:. And,  agcordiog)ys he. came before! St, duga/tine,, wherehe 
landed, and marched directly to the town; Which he entirely ſack- 
2 and 3 . ng the 1 oppolition. or . 
rom the Sparua 1 2 ey. x then, a, garriſon. of t // 
bundred men in the fort, Which, ak; Hat time, was an oftagan, 
fortified and ae mac ee GO * 2 hilt in ee 
ag 19H 15 ned, i ie GT Tan: 1701 AI 
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lina, entering this provigeę at the head af the. Engliſh, joined. 
the Carolina- Indians, advanced towards the river Flint : He there 
ngaged and defeated. the Sganiſh: Indians, killing and taking ri- 
enen above 60 10 them, and ra vaged the N country a ih 
way be went, till he came before K. A 
and laid cloſe ſie Le but, a bang e 
a en and gallant defence, and, at 


they were relieved by ſome e ho an chem fench 
fupplies, and a reinforcement. The appearance of this ſo intimi- 
dated him, that he raiſed the ſiege, and retired with the utmoſt 
prodp pitation, leaving behind him the veſſel and the ſtores which 
he had brought with him, and returned to nga gon e A 
ine tedious en * nd. wes en 200% Wes 8 
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TN the: 1225 1703, Colonel . at the head of che Carolinians, ; 

made another inroad into Florida, marching. into the province of 
: Adelarking: "whereof Don Juan Mexia was then governor ;. whom 
he attacked, and, after an obſtinate engagement, entirely defeated, 
having therein killed, and taken priſoners, above eight hundred of 
the Spaniards; and che pe ene the ee was Don 
N Mig nina: 5 


Tur n eee of this 1 was * reduction of the whale 
province, which then ſubmitted to the Englt ſh. Governor Moor 
took along with him 1400: of Indians, natives of this country, and, 
tranſporting them to Georgia, fixed them there, in a e e 
8 dhe ee town, under the Engliſb. 


| In the year 1706, the Engi Wa inhabitants of Carolina went againſt 
the Atimaco- Indians, and deſtroyed all the ſettlements in ** 
N 4 | | | 


Famer Hanne — en to ths Martyra. | 
El the year, 1716, the We - India traders fitted out, at Jamaica, 
two ſhips and. fout ſloops, 2 a * of making reprifals on 
the. 
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. THE FXPEDITIONS 
| 9 hag f ted from: ze diffe- 


thei 
reritixobberies atid plunders;commited by their g]EHñ§ Je:60tesy who, 
under ſpocious pretences, not only Hetaingd, hut i even confiſcated | 
ders of their veffels. The command: of this little fleet, Was com- 
mitted to Captain Henry Jenning, who ſhaped i his courſe fon the 
Martyres, where the Spaniards Were at that eme at work, i in order 
to recover ſome part of the treaſure out of the wreck, where the 
galleons, or plate- fleet, were caſt away, about two 3 before that 
on their return to Europe. As ſoon as he arrived here, and caſt 
anchor, he, with all poſſible expedition, landed his forces; to. the 
number of three hundred men, and attacked the guard, who im- 
mediately fled, leaving in his poſſeſſion the treaſure recovered by 
the divers, amounting to 3; 5,000; piebes of eight, which was ſent 
on hore, and kept under the care of two commifſſaries, witli a 

d:of ſixty ſoldiers. This booty he forthwith e aa 


guar 
his vefſels, K returiied: with it co 7amatce..” 1 RINT hs 7 
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v. 40 the Sour: mus, \Cherotes- FRF OT. of _ Palacks: 
cola: Indians, removed, with his whole tribe, from their former ha- 


pitation to the River Ku, bene 7 built eee 3 5 Lg 
Kred x bettkenbent. | 17 875 8 1 * 10 


a * 29 
bs the ſame year i che Whos Creek e joined de 
Cowetas, Savannas, Hogoleeges, Oconee, and ſeveral remnants of 
other ſmall tribes, removed: from their former ſettlements, and 
fixed themſelves on the river Cbatabonc hee. They are in All li 17 
1000 wen, as the” moſt warlike ria; in e 1 551 
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IN the. year 1719, about the latter end of e Monficur De 
1 Serign the governor of Louifiana, ſent Monfieur De Chateaugue, 
With 800 Indians, to inveſt the fort of Penſacola, while he, at the 
of three ſhips, 


lame time, ſailed for the ſame place, with a fleet 
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2 N 120 ad 5. 4 i gr. 
the 720 and Toulouſe, each of 24 guns, having on board 
1 o ment © Whew? ee geee Euftre, e fete the for, dhe 
Pant red ti or three ſhot at them on their approach 31 
and, Ver dene the chamade, delivered op the fort; being grant 
jw the 8 to march out With their bagga ge and arms; the lata 
ter of which'they were after wwacde to liver up} and they were alle 
to be r c to 2 in French bottoms/ Accotdingly, in 
the beginning of Junt, the Toulouſe and the Mariſehal de Villars, 
who were then to fail for France, had orders to land the garriſon 
at the Havangnab; but, when they appeared off there, they were 
attacked and taken by a Spumi fleet of ſmall craft (deſtined to go 
againſt Carolina), and, carried in there, were immediately 
fitted out and joined to the faid fleet, whoſe deſtination was nom 
altered, and Aftröctions given them to proceed to Henſarula, and 
repoſſeſs themſelves thereof. They arrived there im the beginning of 
Auguft, being in all about 1 860 men, 600 of whom were regulars: 
The French deſerted twò ſnhips they had in the harbour, and the ſead 
men that were on board them retired into the fort. The garriſon, 
being ſummoned, refuſing to deliver up the plaee, made a ſhew 
of reſiſtance ; yet, without firing one un, they offered to capitu- 
late. But the e dagen on their ſurrendering themſelaes. 
priſoners of war at diſcretion, which they did accordingly, being 
Fe 280 in . „ 15 Were nz Jong in this gl- 
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pi fort- _ Fireach Ner- I. at battered d 

moſt. part of thoſe who . defended” it being killed. "The Spank 
vo. * eleven in number, © 9 2 Ae e W Ine Wy 
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liert and Vive gell ml not 
all expended. The wy AT Eat nat. ay ap 
the gattiſon of the great fort, which conſiſted of oo men, per- 
ceived that their — had ſtruck, they ſent; an officer on board 
a odere with an offer to capitulate: For they did not 
chuſe to fall into the hands of the — bi who had inveſted the 
place under the command of M. De Bienville, for Ray greatly 
dreaded them. They were refuſed any other terms than ſurren- 
dering priſoners of war, at diſcretion, which they did on the 17th. 
of -S-ptember 1719. Thus was this fort attacked and taken, three 
tags in the ſpace of ſe than four months. tes Ne ies 
$3 s- „ doe +Y 40963 ea ie 
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N the year 1740, General O gletborp, governor of Glee, 1 
ving concerted, and determined on the attack of Fort Sr. Au. 
guftine, ſailed from Charles-Town with the tranſports, under the 
convoy of four men of war, and arrived at the mouth of the River 
St. Jobn, which was the "rendezvous appointed, Here he was 
joined by the Cherokee-Indians. On the gth of May, he ſet out 
from thence with his little army, which conſiſted only of four bw 
dred ſoldiers, two hundred ſeamen, and three hundred Indians, and 
marched to Fort Diego, twenty miles hi e up, which he took, 
making the garriſon priſoners of war. He then advanced to Fort 
Muſa, otherwiſe called Negroe- Fort, which he found was deſerted 
by the Spaniards, Here he left in garriſon a ſmall party to harraſs 
and alarm the enemy; then he proceeded to the iſland Sz. Anaſtatia, 
where he encamped, and laid ſiege to Fort St. Auguſtine. The 
Spaniards, on the fifteenth June, ſent out a detachment from the 
fort, which, advancing to Negroe- Fort, attacked the party left there, 


and entircly defeated * making ſeveral priſoners. In this action 
Colonel 
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Colonel Palmer; who'coinmanded the. 7 — . 5 Bat- 
terles wer raiſed both againſt the town-and fort, but they did. little 
exeeution, being, on account of the river and , conſtruc; 
ed at tos great à diſtance. The fleet alſo: was forced. by: the Bad. 
neſs of the weather to put to ſea, and the Spaniardi, receiving. a; 
ſupply from Cuba, which was brought up the river Matanzes, and 
landed ſafely at the ſouth of the town, as that communication was 
open to the beſieged; for the beſiegers were not ſtrong enough to 
attempt to inveſt the whole place, the Spaniards being in numher 
about 1000 men, and their governor, having timely intelligence of 
their intended viſit, had taken all neceſſary precautions for * den 
fence; fo that Mr. Oglethorp, for theſe Me 4h tage was obliged 
to raiſe the fiege on wn 51115, en An 
2 e inne Is 
Tu is attempt, however, evidently makes appear of what con- 
| ſequence to our trade the poſſeſſion of this country was N to 


be at that time. 
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The Publiſher having been favoured with the Copy of the follow- 

ing genuine Letter, written by Captain Robinſon, who reſided for 
ſome time at Villa Rica, a ſea-port in the Gulf of Mexico, and 

having permiſſion to make it public, thinks an apology for 

inſerting it here unneceſſary, as it contains ſome obſervations made 

by the Writer on the country of Florida, which are pertinent to 

the ſubject. To which he has annexed a Plan of the Bay of Mobile. 


ToGEORGE LOOKUP, Eg; 


8 I R, e Feng | | 
: URrsVANnT to your requeſt, -I here tranſmit you the following 
| obſervations, made by me on the country of Florida; when I 
viſited that coaſt in the year 1754. 


O my return to England, I embarked at Villa Rica (ſituated on 
the river Sampeval on the Mexican coaſt) for Penſacola. This 
ſmall town, or rather ſtraggling village, with a fort, lies within a 
fine bay of the ſame name, bearing N. E. by N. 1 50 miles from 1 
the mouth of the river Miſiſipbi, in the gulf of Mexico. The FR 
country all around is wonderfully delightful and fertile, abounding | 1 
with various herbs, ſhrubs, evergreens, and meadows, well ſtocked 
with cattle. This place was moſt excellently ſituated, as a barrier to — 
cover the Spaniſb territories in that quarter, which extended no fur- A 
ther than to the Rio Perdido, not far to the weſtward of the famous | 1 
bay, called by the French Mobile. „ e 3 


The bay of Mobile forms a moſt noble and ſpacious harbour, 
running thirty miles north, and fix miles broad, to the ſeveral 
mouths of the Halabama and Chickaſaw rivers. It affords very good 

_ anchorage, and is capable of containing the whole Britiſb navy. 


| 
1 
1% 
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Tur French, perceiving the importance of this place, and the 
advantages that muſt naturally ariſe therefrom, erected, on the welt 
„ | . | fide 


1 60 


age of this bay, a ſtrong fort called after 1 the bay. This place is 


now become to us of the utmoſt conſequence, ſince all the country 
to the eaſtward of the as as is ceded to us Oy the late W of 
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* e e e deals of his harbour, in the very fea of 
"the richeſt part of the country, is as it were a back door to New- 

| Orleans, and will ever remain an unmoveable check, by inevitably 

cutting off all communication between the river Mz Zb and Eu- 

rope, and the French weſtern iſlands. Yet this depends upon. the 
ſeaſonable meaſures taken by the government, to put this country 
and harbour into a better poſture of defence, * erecting a fort at 
its CAD, and ſending colonies over. 


From Penſacola, I coaſted it eaſtward for 200 miles, in a brigan- 
tine, to St, Mark d Apalachy, ſcarce ever loſing fight of land. We 
were becalmed ſo cloſe to the ſhore, as capable to pitch a biſcuit 
upon it, near forty miles eaſt of Penſaccla, the ſirmament being 
very e, and, at the ſame time, not one breath of air. Ia. this 
ſtate I ſtood contemplating on the rich 2nd bountiful hand of na- 
ture: looking which way ] pleaſed, I Way, equally. attracted with 
a vie of the moſt raviſhing, proſpects. ' The ſhore. level, rifiog 
gradually into eminencies, cloathed; with the fineſt vecduce. and 
ſpontaneous productions, interſperſed promiſcuouſly, as mulberry, 
- Cedar, cocoa, vanilla, moho, and cabbage-trees, &c. the laſt tower- 
ing their round hogs bone 5 ee as if Segelns of i its « daes | 
ee. „5 DO IEF . nee $ i j 


£ = 3 difcorend:a near 26. is phe . plats gf, 3 . ap- 
peared to me to be borakas of wood (like thoſe; I had ſeen on the 

1 1 85 * ſurrounded with lent little gardens and corn. 5 
irre Oi | 

| N fly ed farther eaſt, we were again ee in our 
5 voyage by the ſame, cauſe, cloſe to the pleaſant little town of 
Santa Foſeph, near the point of Eſcondido. We made no ſtay 
'E dre by reaſon e wind was up 56 ſoon 9 The face of the 
| | 1 country 


F vp 1 


country is as before deſeribed,” unleſs a fe- miles round St. Tot 
be) is ſomewhat more meint. ee 2 
YI after we po, at 2 Mark de Hellele he Second in 
in in Florida, on the northern extreme of Apalache bay, 14 miles diſ- 
tant on the north-eaſt fide of the river 4palache. In ſailing along to 
the above place, the coaſt was much the ſame as already mentioned. 
This; town is exceedingly healthful and pleaſant, ſtanding on the 
ſlope of a hill, and ier regular, built of ſtone, excepting ſome 
few Baratas. Here are two convents, one of Fe eſuits and the other 
of Franciſcans; the extetior parts of the town are fortified in the 
Spaniſh mode, rather as a defence, I et againſt the 1 than 
Europeans. 


' From. the Saeed and centrical poſit ition of this fine port, it 


carries a good trade on, in its own river, Se. and: interior 


parts, as far as the Apalachean mountains. It is Iooked upon to-car- 


ry on more commerce than all the other ſettlements in Fu 1 
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Cu tosiTy tact; me one day to take a 0 of eight of ile 
Ka into the country. I found abundance of extreme fine mul- 


berry trees, larger (and 78 2 7 better fruit) than any I eber aw 
T 


in 7aly : the leaves and fruit are well known: to be the food of that 
ade ſpecies ſilk worms, the climate and all other neceſſaries being 
adapted for their nourihment: nevertheleſs, it remained untegarded 
by the Sponiards, though it has produced, ten years. ago, ſilks as 
good as any in Europe. On my return to the town of St. Mark de 
. Aßalache, I met with exquiſite grapes interſperſed up and down, 
e the e bulk, Cog bomething of their flavour. 
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In my 99 5 * opinion, 3 may be made 9 . KR wine: tho” 


its generally turning fou® has been hitherto no ſmall diſcouragemert, 
et it might be remedied, by falling upon ſome ſimple moxedicht, 
ſuch as the folium Indium, or by alcaline falt, coniac, and ſugar, 
which will reſtore ſuch wines as have not loſt their ſpirit,” Should 
this c our, ſcheme ſucceed, can procure a perſon who has an infal- 
e | lible 


W 
T7 237. ' 12 14 485 1 * TE 8. 2 J. Y 5 Wy: P 11 $4 75 AS” o 
ble ſecret of caring four wines by "a ſimple ingredient, and a 
judicious management while in fermentation. © Before my departure 
from the aforeſaid place, I obſerved many barrels of rice, large 
quantities of deer, bear, and'buffalo-ſkins, with fome few furs, ſhip” 
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Tux laſt place I made on this coaſt was St. Auguſtine, the c Jes , 


oblong” ſquare, divided into four ſtreets (and has two fine ſtrekts 


o 3 
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sr. Jon Forr, ſtanding about a mile north of it, is a ſtrong 


rich nor pleafant, unlefs on the banks of the river $7, rex, diſtant 
„ S n een part of the 
peninſula, and, running north, it diſembo gues itſelf into the Mlantic 

| „ 3734. $500" 
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Sr. Auguſtine. © © 
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Tux principal rivers are the Chickaſaw and Han run ning 

: South into the bay of Mobile. The Apalachicola riſes near the back 
ettlements of South Carolina, and, dividing near the mouth one 
WO branch 


U 


il 99 % 

| hengch; runs into the bay of Sr. Fo/ph, and the other into the 
gulf of Mexico. The ae, riling a ongſt the Aoalachian 
mountains, purſuing a S. W. courſe, diſembogues itſelf into a 
bay of the ſame name. They are well ſtocked with many 
kinds of good fiſh, and on their banks are many pleaſant meadows, 
covered WY herds of SEE The two laſt are e a . 


"ay; p. THe 


Tur Ws; in he gulf of Mikico are © Mobile, Penſacola, .. 706 ph, | 
Apalache, Espiritu Santa, and Carlos; and thoſe in the 5 
ocean are Moſquito and St. Auguftine. | 1 


Mosr of Florida, net Thee: Cage, is 1 fitwated, between: 
the extremes of heat and cold, but the heat is rather mote trouble- 
ſome of the two. It is bleſſed with as wholeſome, pure and ſerene 
air, as any part of the world, not much unlike the {A of France 
and Liſbon; although its ſituation is naturally warm, the. beat is 
much mitigated 7 the „ breezes from the ſea and 3 


a d ee 35 22 © 1 15 þ oh & i" 8 I it on 
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a It hos ane 8 ao ſhrubs of various kinds, v. 


oak, pine, cedar, mulberry, PP. orange, peach, cocoa, . grap 
olive, vanilla,. 222 o, cabbage, light wood, and mangrove trees, 


ſides many European . are introduced. .”, Mu * 
ntaneouſly, and if I am not — buen | 


grapes, and. olives, row Ipo 
was told by the Spaniardi they have the cotton- tree, being probable 
— as it grows- in Georgia, i in the ſame. climate, not many. 


* 
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Tary have the moho- tree, a very uſeful Mirob, i in great plenty, 
anſwering the uſe of hemp, many W l e Vein ache of 
- its ſtrong fibres. N 


I uusr not omit en ſeine very intereſling particulars, n not 
from any obſervations of my own, but a quotation from ſome ma- 
nuſcript notes (which I accidentally met with) of Father Gomez. de 

Sefulvida, on the American trade. 

« FLORIDA (he fays) enjoys a very elde air and foil, won- 

« derfully fertile i in grain, herbs, means. 4 8e 


* Tur Floridans ate extremely well-proportioned warriors, and 

<« go almoſt naked: though naturally white, they paint themſelves 
cc of an olive-colour. The ITN: fe T6W,, ons an. VIS, 
6x gold, filver, pearls, and furs | 


Mosr true, J have ſeen their pearl-fiſhery i in the 12 of e 
as alſo ſome few furs: I furthermore have been aſſured, that they 
have mines of various minerals, in particular one of Glver at the 
foot of a mountain, near the inland town of 7amezrs, which, in- 
deed, upon the due proof of the author, and its ſituation, ſtrenthens 
me in that opinion; for, admitting it be there excel barren, I 


Vi as told it was as populous as any 7 If For das” | 


WI need not wonder why. we are ignorant of theſe AI" wing 
ces, as it is the intereſt of the Spaniards to keep this as an invio- 
lable- ſecret, leſt tuch a delicious bait ſhould” accelerate Sy falling 
a victim to their envious AR | | 


THE animals are the ſame as in Ol Mein v. Athe n 
flying ſquirrel, warree, opoſſam pearree, guane, floch, racoon, 
c Tate bear, buffalo, and deer. And ſince the European cattle 
have been introduced, they have ſurpriſingly increaſed; for J have 
noticed numerous herds of cows, horſes, ſheep, and goats, grazing 
on the rich banks of the Apalache, and bay of Penſacola. 
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ce e 8 Davalos oßſeryes, what wool they 
ba is not inferior to the 80 0 e ee Pts "Ons 1 exe 
Was not rs to our worſt. | 'ry 


Ox fill on their: codſts; 11 f in Pics HS 15 have the. patacod, 
tortoiſes of ie ſeveral Lo Irs 1 in the rivets, 322 "pe 
as in Carolna. © 3-1 


- 


Or their feathered kind are the curoſoe, the maccow, the quam, 
and humming- bird, beſides European poultry. Their inlecks are the 
cochineal-tly, pee and enen Se. . 1 4 


THz natives have „ but what each family makes 
for its own uſe; They are declared enemies to labour, ſpending 
their time chiefly in hunting and war; yet neceſſity Mares them 
to plant corn ſufficient for their ſupport. 


Tux natives are extremely healthful, rarely troubled with any 
diſeaſes, unleſs the ſmall-pox, and ſuch as ariſe from excels of 
drinking. They have ſometimes fevers and pleuriſies, but no croni- 
cal diſtemper, and are acquainted with the virtue of herbs which 


Cure venomous bites and wounds. 


THE Floridans.; are a a manly well- ſhaped z race: the men. are tall, 
and the women little, anointing themſelves with oil and greaſe, and 
thereby becoming a dark brown. They wear a cloth betwixt their 
thighs, girded about their waift, ſomething like breeches, and the 
women a kind of ſhort petticoat to their knees. 

Tuzy are a brave, good-natured peop! e, very hoſpitable to ſtran- 
gers, and not cannibals, as firſt repreſented. They are patient in 
adverſity, ſlow to anger, not eaſily provoked, quick of apprehenſion, 

and have a great flow of ſpirits. Their public conferences ſhew them 


to be men of genius and ſtrong natural parts. 


You have herein the ſubſtance of. my poor remarks, which 1 
heartily wiſh. ay be happy 8 to enlighten the obſcure know- 


ledge 


n. 


* 


their riches, like the Fre 
Canada, &c. and 1 accounts of our people, who 
generally touching at the 


. 
1 


ledge of this charming country, to the advantage of individuals, eſ- 
pecially adventurers, as we are not indebted to any of our country- 
men for any ſatisfactory account thereof. I cannot advance any 
other reaſon for it than a ps view of the Spaniards to ſecrete 


of which. we have recent proofs, v2. 


Cape, find it there extremely barren. 


. Jam, 
gs "LL Honourable Sir, | 
1 AL, -: 33%  woittie” of 

1763, Your humble ſervant, 


